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SENATE BI LL 6037

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Spanel, Haugen and Koh

Read first tinme 03/03/97. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to marine transportation between the state of
Washi ngton and British Colunbia, Canada; anending RCW 47.60. 330;
creating a new section; and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) The transportation of passengers, vehicles, and comodities on
the Washington state ferries between the state of Wshington and
British Colunbia, Canada is an inportant elenent of the state's
econony;

(2) Spending by out-of-state visitors and Washington residents
traveling within the state creates jobs, contributes to personal and
busi ness incone, and generates tax revenue for state and | ocal
gover nment services; and

(3) The ferry route between Anacortes and Si dney, British Col unbia
is avital link in the state transportation systemfor comercial and
recreational travel

Sec. 2. RCWA47.60.330 and 1983 c 15 s 26 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) Before a substantial expansion or curtailnment in the | evel of
service provided to ferry users, or arevisionin the schedule of ferry
tolls or charges, the departnent of transportation shall consult with
affected ferry users. The consultation shall be: (a) By public
hearing in affected |l ocal communities; (b) by revieww th the affected
ferry advisory commttees pursuant to RCW47.60.310; (c) by conducting
a survey of affected ferry users; or (d) by any conbination of (a)
through (c) of this subsection.

(2) In addition to the requirenments of subsection (1) of this
section, the departnment of transportation shall consider the economc
i npact on the state and the | ocal community before any reduction in the
| evel of service provided on ferry routes between the state and British

Col unbi a, Canada.

(3) There is created a ferry systemproductivity council consisting
of a representative of each ferry advisory commttee enpanel |l ed under
RCW 47. 60. 310, el ected by the nenbers thereof, and two representatives
of enpl oyees of the ferry system appoi nted by nutual agreenent of al
of the unions representing ferry enpl oyees, which shall neet fromtine
to tine with ferry system nmanagenent to discuss nmeans of inproving
ferry system productivity.

((3))) (4) Before increasing ferry tolls the departnent of
transportation shall consider all possible cost reductions with full
public participation as provided in subsection (1) of this section and,
consistent wwth public policy, shall consider adapting service |levels
equitably on a route-by-route basis to reflect trends in and forecasts
of traffic usage. Forecasts of traffic levels shall be devel oped by
the bond covenant traffic engineering firm appointed under the
provi sions of RCW 47.60. 450. Provisions of this section shall not
alter obligations under RCW 47.60. 450. Before including any tol
increase in a budget proposal by the comm ssion, the departnment of
transportation shall consult with affected ferry users in the manner
prescribed in subsection (1)(b) of this section plus the procedure of
ei ther subsection (1) (a) or (c) of this section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
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1 state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
2 imedi ately.

~-- END ---
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