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S-1513. 2

SENATE BI LL 6028

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kohl, Jacobsen, Wnsley and Prentice

Read first tine 02/28/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to netropolitan park districts; amending RCW
35.61.010, 35.61.050, 35.61.130, 35.61.150, 35.61.180, 35.61.200,
35.61. 210, and 35.61. 290; and addi ng new sections to chapter 35.61 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW35.61.010 and 1994 ¢ 81 s 60 are each anended to read
as follows:

Cities of five thousand or nore population and such contiguous
property the residents of which may decide in favor thereof in the
manner set forth in this chapter may create a netropolitan park
district for the managenent, control, inprovenent, maintenance, and
acqui sition of parks, parkways, ((and)) boul evards, zoos, aquariuns,
and other recreational, civic, cultural, and interpretive facilities,

i ncludi ng admi ni strative and support facilities.

Sec. 2. RCW35.61.050 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

All of the comm ssioners inthe netropolitan park district shall be
sel ected under one of the two nethods described in this section. The

city council or city comission shall determne in the ordinance
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described in RCW 35. 61. 030 which nethod of selecting conm ssioners is
to be proposed.

(1) At the sanme election at which the proposition is submtted to
the voters as to whether a netropolitan park district is to be forned,

five park conm ssioners shall be elected. The election of park
commi ssioners shall be null and void if the netropolitan park district
is not created. Candidates shall run for specific conm ssion
positions. No primary shall be held to nom nate candi dates. The

person receiving the greatest nunber of votes for each position shal
be elected as a comm ssioner. The staggering of the ternms of office
shall occur as follows: ((8)) (a) The two persons who are el ected
receiving the two greatest nunbers of votes shall be elected to six-
year ternms of office if the electionis held in an odd-nunbered year or
five-year terns of office if the election is held in an even-nunbered
year; ((€2))) (b) the two persons who are elected receiving the next
two greatest nunbers of votes shall be elected to four-year terns of
office if the election is held in an odd-nunbered year or three-year
terms of office if the election is held in an even-nunbered year; and
((3))) (c) the other person who is elected shall be elected to a two-
year termof office if the election is held in an odd-nunbered year or
a one-year termof office if the election is held in an even-nunbered
year. The initial conm ssioners shall take office inmmediately when
they are elected and qualified, and for purposes of conputing their
terms of office the terns shall be assunmed to comence on the first day
of January in the year after they are elected. Thereafter, all
comm ssioners shall be elected to six-year terns of office. Al
comm ssioners shall serve until their respective successors are el ected
and qualified and assune office in accordance with RCW 29.04.170.
Vacanci es shall occur and shall be filled as provided in chapter 42.12
RCW

(2) Each of the city council nenbers or city comm ssioners shal
act ex officio as a conmssioner of the netropolitan park district.

The terns of the netropolitan park district conmi ssioners shall be

concurrent with their city council or city commi ssion terns. A vacancy

on the nmetropolitan park district comm ssion shall be filled by the new

city council nenber or conmmi ssioner for the corresponding city counci

or city conmi ssion position where the vacancy occurred.
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Sec. 3. RCW35.61.130 and 1969 ¢ 54 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) A netropolitan park district has the right of em nent domain,
and may purchase, acquire and condemm | ands |ying within or without the
boundaries of ((satd)) the park district, for public parks, parkways,
boul evards, aviation |andings ((and)), playgrounds, Zzoos, aguariuns,
and other recreational, civic, cultural, and interpretive facilities,
including adm nistrative and support facilities, and may condenmn such
lands to wden, alter, and extend streets, avenues, boulevards,
par kways, aviation |andings ((and)), playgrounds, zoo, aquariuns, and
other recreational, civic, cultural, and interpretive facilities,
including adm nistrative and support facilities, to enlarge and extend
existing parks, and to acquire lands for the establishnent of new
par ks, boul evards, parkways, aviation |andings ((and)), playgrounds,

200S, aquari uns, and other recreational, civic, cultural, and
interpretive facilities, including admnistrative and support
facilities. The right of emnent domain shall be exercised and

instituted pursuant to resolution of the board of park conm ssioners
and conducted in the sane manner and under the sanme procedure as is or
may be provided by |aw for the exercise of the power of em nent domain
by incorporated cities and towns of the state of Washington in the
acqui sition of property rights((—PROWDED—HOMEVER)). However ,
funds to pay for condemmation allowed by this section shall be raised
only as specified in this chapter.

(2) The board of park comm ssioners shall have power to enploy
counsel, and to regulate, manage, and control the parks, parkways,
boul evards, streets, avenues, aviation |andings ((and)), playgrounds,
Zoos, aquariuns, and other recreational, civic, cultural, and
interpretive facilities, including admnistrative and support
facilities, on property owned by itself or others under its control,
and to provide for park ((pet+eenen)) police, for a secretary of the
board of park comm ssioners, and for all necessary enployees, to fix
their salaries and duties. The board of park comm ssioners shall have
power to inprove, acquire, extend and maintain, open, and |lay out,
par ks, parkways, boul evards, avenues, aviation landings ((and)),.
pl aygrounds, zoos, aquariuns, and other recreational, civic, cultural,
and interpretive facilities, including admnistrative and support
facilities, on property owned by itself or others, within or w thout
the park district, and to authorize, conduct, and nmanage the letting of
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boats, or other anmusenent apparatus, the operation of bath houses, the
purchase and sale of foodstuffs or other nerchandise, the giving of
vocal or instrunental concerts or other entertainnents, t he
est abl i shnent and rmai ntenance of aviation landings ((and)).
pl aygrounds, zoos, aquariuns, and other recreational, civic, cultural,
and interpretive facilities, including admnistrative and support
facilities, on property owned by itself or others, and generally the
managenent and conduct of such forns of recreation or business as it
shall judge desirable or beneficial for the public, or for the
production of revenue for expenditure for park purposes; and nmay pay
out noneys for the maintenance and inprovenent of any such parks
par kways, boul evards, avenues, aviation |andings ((and)), playgrounds,
zoos, aquariunms, and other recreational, civic, cultural, and
interpretive facilities, including admnistrative and support
facilities, on property owned by itself or others as now exist, or the
rights to which may hereafter be acquired, wwthin or wwthout the limts
of ((said)) the city and for the purchase of lands, rights in |ands,
and other property within or without the linmits of ((saird)) the city,
whenever it deens the purchase to be for the benefit of the public and
for the interest of the park district, and for the maintenance and
i nprovenent thereof and for all expenses incidental to its duties((:
PROVW-DBED—Fhat)). However, all parks, boul evards, parkways, aviation
| andi ngs ((and)), playgrounds, zoos, aquariuns, and other recreational,
civic, cultural, and interpretive facilities, including admnistrative
and support facilities, on property owned by itself or others shall be
subject to the police regulations of the city wwthin whose limts they
lie.

(3) The board of park conm ssioners has the power to contract with
any entity, public and private, for all such operations and services.

Sec. 4. RCW35.61. 150 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.61. 150 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Met ropol i tan park conm ssioners shall performtheir duties as such
wi t hout conpensation therefor.

Sec. 5. RCW35.61.180 and 1987 ¢ 203 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) For cities with a population up to one hundred fifty thousand,
the county treasurer of the county within which all, or the nmajor
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portion, of the district lies shall be the ex officio treasurer of a
metropolitan park district, but shall receive no conpensation other
than his or her regular salary for receiving and di sbursing the funds
of a netropolitan park district.

A nmetropolitan park district may desi gnate soneone other than the
county treasurer who has experience in financial or fiscal affairs to
act as the district treasurer if the board has received the approval of
the county treasurer to designate this person. If the board designates
soneone other than the county treasurer to act as the district
treasurer, the board shall purchase a bond from a surety conpany
operating in the state that is sufficient to protect the district from
| oss.

(2) For cities with a population greater than one hundred fifty
thousand, the city treasurer is the ex officio treasurer of the

metropolitan park district, but receives no conpensation other than his

or her reqular salary for receiving and disbursing the funds of the

netropolitan park district.

The netropolitan park district may desi gnate soneone ot her than the
city treasurer who has experience in financial or fiscal affairs to act

as the district treasurer. |f the board desi gnates soneone other than

the city treasurer to act as the district treasurer, the board shal

purchase a bond froma surety conpany operating in the state that is

sufficient to protect the district from]l oss.

Sec. 6. RCW35.61.200 and 1983 ¢ 167 s 56 are each anended to read
as follows:

Any coupons for the paynent of interest on netropolitan park
district bonds shall be considered for all purposes as warrants drawn
upon the nmetropolitan park district fund agai nst which the bonds were
i ssued, and when presented after maturity to the treasurer of the
netropolitan park district of the county having custody of the fund.

If there are no funds in the treasury to pay the coupons, the
((eeunty)) treasurer of the netropolitan park district shall endorse
((said)) the coupons as presented for paynent, in the sane nmanner as
county warrants are endorsed, and thereafter the coupon shall bear
interest at the sane rate as the bond to which it was attached. | f
there are no funds in the treasury to nake paynent on a bond not havi ng
coupons, the interest paynent shall continue bearing interest at the
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bond rate wuntil it 1is paid, unless otherwise provided in the
proceedi ngs authorizing the sale of the bonds.

Sec. 7. RCW35.61.210 and 1990 ¢ 234 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The board of park comm ssioners may |evy or cause to be levied a
general tax on all the property located in ((satd)) the park district
each year not to exceed fifty cents per thousand dollars of assessed
val ue of the property in such park district. In addition, the board of
park comm ssioners nay | evy or cause to be | evied a general tax on al
property located in ((satd)) the park district each year not to exceed
twenty-five cents per thousand doll ars of assessed val uation. Although
park districts are authorized to inpose two separate regul ar property
tax levies, the levies shall be considered to be a single levy for
pur poses of the one hundred six percent limtation provided for in
chapter 84.55 RCW

The board is hereby authorized to | evy a general tax in excess of
its regular property tax levy or |evies when authorized so to do at a
speci al election conducted in accordance with and subject to all the
requi renents of the Constitution and | aws of the state nowin force or
hereafter enacted governing the limtation of tax levies. The boardis
hereby authorized to call a special election for the purpose of
submtting to the qualified voters of the park district a proposition
to levy a tax in excess of the seventy-five cents per thousand doll ars
of assessed value herein specifically authorized. The manner of
subm tting any such proposition, of certifying the sane, and of giving
or publishing notice thereof, shall be as provided by law for the
subm ssion of propositions by cities or towns.

The board shall include in its general tax levy for each year a
sufficient sumto pay the interest on all outstanding bonds and may
include a sufficient amount to create a sinking fund for the redenption
of all outstanding bonds. The levy shall be certified to the proper
county officials for collection the sane as other general taxes and
when col l ected, the general tax shall be placed in a separate fund in
the office of the ((eeunty)) treasurer of the netropolitan park
district to be known as the "netropolitan park district fund" and paid
out on warrants.
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Sec. 8. RCW35.61.290 and 1985 ¢ 416 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any city within or conprising any netropolitan park district
may turn over to the park district any lands, facilities, equipnent, or
interests in any lands, facilities, or equipnent therein which it may
own, or any street, avenue, or public place within the city for
pl ayground, park ((e+)), parkway ((purpeses)), zoo, aquarium or other
recreational, civic, cultural, and interpretive facilities, including
adm ni strative and support purposes, and thereafter its control and
managenent shall vest in the board of park comm ssioners((—PROM-DBED-
Fhat)). However, the police regulations of such city shall apply to
all such prem ses.

At any time that any such netropolitan park district is unable,
through lack of sufficient funds, to provide for the continuous
operation, maintenance, and inprovenent of the parks and playgrounds
and other properties or facilities owed by it or under its control,
and the legislative body of any city within or conprising such
metropolitan park district shall determne that an emergency exists
requiring the financial aid of such city to be extended in order to
provi de for such conti nuous operation, maintenance, and/or inprovenment
of parks, playgrounds facilities, other properties, and prograns of
such park district wwthin its limts, such city may grant or loan to
such netropolitan park district such of its available funds, or such
funds which it may lawfully procure and nake available, as it shal
find necessary to provide for such conti nuous operati on and mai nt enance
and, pursuant thereto, any such city and the board of park
conmmi ssioners of such district are authorized and enpowered to enter
i nto an agreenent enbodyi ng such terns and conditi ons of any such grant
or loan as may be nutual |y agreed upon.

The board of netropolitan park conmm ssioners may accept public
streets of the city and grounds for public purposes when donated for
park, playground, boul evard, and park purposes.

(2) Counties may turn over to the park district any park ((and))
recreation |l ands, zoo, aquarium and interpretive, civic, cultural, and
interpretive facilities, including admnistrative and support
facilities and equipnment or interests to any lands, facilities, or
equi pnent therein that they own, and the board of netropolitan park
comm ssioners may accept such |ands and equi pnment or interests to any
|lands, facilities, or equipnent therein.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 35.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

RCW 35.61.250 through 35.61.280 and 35.61.360 only apply to
metropolitan park districts wth boards of park conm ssioners el ected
under RCW 35. 61. 050(1).

NEWSECTION. Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 35.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The boundaries of a netropolitan park district whose board of
commi ssioners is selected under RCW 35.61.050(2) is cotermnous with
t he boundaries of the city in which it has been established including
any annexations that occur during or after the establishnment of the
metropolitan park district.

~-- END ---
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