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SENATE BI LL 6014

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senat or Fi nkbei ner

Read first tinme 02/26/97. Referred to Conmttee on Energy & Uilities.

AN ACT Relating to a city owning or operating a tel ecommuni cations
system anmendi ng RCW 80. 36. 370; adding a new section to chapter 35.21
RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the
tel ecommuni cations industry is experiencing rapid change and
technol ogi cal evolution. The legislature further finds that with this
| oom ng uncertainty, |local governnents pursuing a publicly owned
t el ecommuni cati ons systemare potentially placing their constituents at
a financial risk.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 35.21 RCW
to read as foll ows:

No city may own or operate a telecomunications system i ncl uding
a cable television system intended for public use and constructed or
purchased after January 1, 1997, unl ess the financing or operation plan
has been approved by the utilities and transportati on comm ssi on.
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Sec. 3. RCWB80.36.370 and 1990 ¢ 118 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The comm ssion shall not regulate the foll ow ng:

(1) One way broadcast or cable television transmssion of
television or radio signals, except for section 2 of this act;

(2) Private tel econmunications systens;

(3) Tel egraph servi ces;

(4) Any sale, |lease, or use of custonmer premnm ses equi pnment except
such equi pnent as is regulated on July 28, 1985;

(5 Private shared telecomunications services, unless the
conmmi ssion finds, upon notice and i nvestigation, that custonmers of such
servi ces have no alternative access to | ocal exchange
t el ecommuni cati ons conpanies. |f the conm ssion nmakes such a fi nding,
it my require the private shared tel econmuni cati ons services provider
to nake alternative facilities or conduit space avail abl e on reasonabl e
ternms and conditions at reasonable prices;

(6) Radio comrunications services provided by a regulated
t el ecomruni cati ons conpany, except that when those services are the
only voice grade, |ocal exchange tel ecommunications service avail able
to a custoner of the conpany the conmm ssion may regulate the radio
communi cation service of that conpany.

~-- END ---
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