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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 6001

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Human Services & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Senators Long, Hargrove, Kohl and W nsl ey)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Relating to conmmunity-based alternative response systens;
anendi ng RCW 13. 34.030; adding new sections to chapter 13.34 RCW
maki ng appropriations; providing an effective date; and providing an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW13.34.030 and 1995 ¢ 311 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

For purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Alternative response systenl neans voluntary famly-centered
services that are: (a) Provided by an entity with which the depart nent
contracts; and (b) intended to increase the strengths and cohesiveness
of famlies that the departnent determ nes present a lowrisk of child
abuse or negl ect.

(2) "Child" and "juvenile" means any individual under the age of
ei ghteen years.

((2)) (3) "Current placenent episode" neans the period of tine
that begins with the nost recent date that the child was renoved from
the honme of the parent, guardian, or |egal custodian for purposes of
pl acement in out-of-hone care and continues until the child returns
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home, an adoption decree or guardianship order is entered, or the
dependency i s di sm ssed, whichever occurs soonest. |If the nost recent
date of renoval occurred prior to the filing of a dependency petition
under this chapter or after filing but prior to entry of a disposition
order, such tine periods shall be included when cal cul ating the | ength
of a child s current placenent episode.

((3))) (4) "Dependency guardian" neans the person, nonprofit
corporation, or Indian tribe appointed by the court pursuant to RCW
13.34.232 for the limted purpose of assisting the court in the
supervi sion of the dependency.

((4))) (5) "Dependent child" nmeans any chil d:

(a) Who has been abandoned; that is, where the child s parent,
guardi an, or other custodian has expressed either by statenent or
conduct, an intent to forego, for an extended period, parental rights
or parental responsibilities despite an ability to do so. |f the court
finds that the petitioner has exercised due diligence in attenpting to
| ocate the parent, no contact between the child and the child s parent,
guardi an, or other custodian for a period of three nonths creates a
rebuttabl e presunption of abandonnent, even if there is no expressed
intent to abandon;

(b) Who is abused or neglected as defined in chapter 26.44 RCW by
a person legally responsible for the care of the child;

(c) Who has no parent, guardi an, or custodi an capabl e of adequately
caring for the child, such that the child is in circunstances which
constitute a danger of substantial danage to the child s psychol ogi cal
or physical devel opnent; or

(d) Who has a developnental disability, as defined in RCW
71A. 10. 020 and whose parent, guardi an, or | egal custodi an together with
the departnent determ nes that services appropriate to the child s
needs can not be provided in the home. However, (a), (b), and (c) of
this subsection may still be applied if other reasons for renoval of
the child fromthe hone exist.

((65))) (6) "Quardian" nmeans the person or agency that: (a) Has
been appointed as the guardian of a child in a | egal proceedi ng other
than a proceedi ng under this chapter; and (b) has the legal right to
custody of the child pursuant to such appointnment. The term"guardi an"
shall not include a "dependency guardi an" appointed pursuant to a
proceedi ng under this chapter.
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((6))) (7). "Quardian ad litem neans a person, appointed by the
court to represent the best interest of a child in a proceedi ng under
this chapter, or in any matter which my be consolidated wth a
proceedi ng under this chapter. A "court-appointed special advocate"
appoi nted by the court to be the guardian ad litemfor the child, or to
perform substantially the same duties and functions as a guardi an ad
litem shall be deenmed to be guardian ad litem for all purposes and
uses of this chapter.

((6H)) (8) "CGuardian ad litem progrant neans a court-authorized
vol unt eer program which is or may be established by the superior court
of the county in which such proceeding is filed, to manage all aspects
of volunteer guardian ad litemrepresentation for children alleged or
found to be dependent. Such managenent shall include but is not
l[imted to: Recruitnent, screening, training, supervision, assignnent,
and di scharge of vol unteers.

((8))) (9) "Qut-of-hone care" neans placenent in a foster famly
home or group care facility |licensed pursuant to chapter 74.15 RCW or
pl acenent in a home, other than that of the child s parent, guardian,
or legal custodian, not required to be l|licensed pursuant to chapter
74.15 RCW

((69)Y)) (10) "Preventive services" neans preservation services, as
defined in chapter 74.14C RCW and ot her reasonably avail abl e services
capable of preventing the need for out-of-hone placenent while
protecting the child.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall contract for delivery of services for at
least two but not nore than three nodels of alternative response
systens. The services shall be reasonably avail able throughout the
state but need not be sited in every county in the state. The systens
shall be in at least two locations in each of the departnent’s
adm ni strative regions.

(2) The systens shall provide delivery of services in the |east
intrusive manner reasonably likely to achieve inproved famly

cohesi veness, prevention of rereferrals of the famly for all eged abuse
or neglect, and inprovenent in the health and safety of children.

(3) The departnent shall identify and prioritize risk and
protective factors associated with the type of abuse or neglect
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referrals that are appropriate for services delivered by alternative
response systens. Contractors who provide services through an
al ternative response systemshall use the factors in determ ning which
services to deliver, consistent with the provisions of subsection (2)
of this section.

(4) The departnent shall identify appropriate data to determ ne and
eval uat e out cones of the services delivered by the alternative response
systens. Al'l contracts for delivery of alternative response system
services shall include provisions and funding for data collection.

(5) The Washington institute for public policy shall prepare and
conduct an evaluation of the services under contracts executed under
this section. The evaluation, which shall include the factors
identified in subsection (2) of this section, nust include an analysis
of the cost-effectiveness of the services, the rate of rereferrals of
famlies who initially receive the services to the departnent for
al l eged abuse or neglect, and the rate of rereferrals of famlies
conpared to simlarly situated famlies who do not receive services
wi th those receiving services under the contracts. The analysis of the
rereferrals shall review substantiation rates, conparative |evels of
risk at the tine of initial service delivery and concl usi on of service,
and rereferral, if any. The institute for public policy shall do a
conparative analysis of the effectiveness of the nobdels used. The
eval uation shall be conpleted not |ater than Septenber 1, 2004.

(6) The departnent shall have in place, not later than July 1,
2001, contracts creating sufficient capacity to provide alternative
response systemservices to at |east sixty percent of the famlies who
nmeet the criteria for such services.

(7) This section expires July 1, 2005.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 13.34 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The court may order a parent or famly to participate in the
services offered by an alternative response system only when the
departnment recommends such disposition and the services are readily
avai |l abl e.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. This act takes effect January 1, 1998.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The sumof twenty-five thousand doll ars,
or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1998, from the general fund to the Washington
institute for public policy for the purposes of this act.

(2) The sumof twenty-five thousand dollars, or as nuch thereof as
may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending June 30,
1999, from the general fund to the Washington institute for public
policy for the purposes of this act.

~-- END ---
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