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SENATE BI LL 5982

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Kline, Prentice, Swanson, Jacobsen, Fairley and Koh

Read first tine 02/24/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Rel ating to state purchasing contracts; addi ng a new secti on
to chapter 43.19 RCW creating a new section; and prescribing
penal ties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that it is not in the
long-term best interest of the people of Washington to spend tax
dol I ars on goods produced, whether international or donmestic, in whole
or part by forced |labor, or indentured |abor under penal sanction, or
by exploiting child |abor or using child labor in violation of the
child labor laws of the country in which the product was nmade. The
| egi sl ature therefore declares that state agencies and institutions of
hi gher education shall not use tax dollars to purchase goods produced
under the conditions specified in section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.19 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Each contract entered into on or after the effective date of
this section by a state agency or institution of higher education for
the purchase of materials, supplies, or equipnment nust specify that no
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materials, supplies, or equi pnent produced outside of the United States
and furni shed under the contract may be produced in whole or in part by
forced labor, or indentured [|abor wunder penal sanction, or by
exploiting child labor or using child Iabor in violation of the child
| abor | aws of the country in which the product was nade. A contractor
who, when entering into the contract, knew or should have known t hat
materials, supplies, or equi pnent woul d be furni shed under the contract
in violation of this subsection is subject to any or all of the
foll om ng sancti ons:

(a) At the option of the state agency or institution of higher
education, the contract may be voi ded;

(b) The contractor may be assessed a penalty that is the greater of
one thousand dollars or an anount equal to twenty percent of the val ue
of the products furnished that were produced in whole or in part by
forced labor, or indentured [|abor wunder penal sanction, or by
exploiting child labor or using child labor in violation of the child
| abor laws of the country in which the product was nade; or

(c) The contractor nmay be declared ineligible to bid under this
chapter for up to two years.

(2)(a) The investigation of a conplaint under this section shall be
l[imted to evaluating the information provi ded by the person or entity
submtting the conplaint and the information provided by the
contractor. |If the agency or institution of higher education believes
that a violation of this section has occurred, the contractor nust be
notified in witing of the violation and of the contractor’s right to
request a hearing within fifteen days of the date the notice is
received by the contractor. |If the contractor nakes a tinely request,
a hearing under chapter 34.05 RCW nust be hel d.

(b) The determ nation of a sanction nust take into consideration
the nmeasures that the contractor took to ensure conpliance with this
section. Sanctions may be waived if the contractor acted in good
faith. A contractor determ ned to have violated this section nay be
assessed the cost of the hearing.

(c) Monetary penalties and costs coll ected under this section nust
be deposited in the state general fund.

(3) The departnent shall nonitor, catalog, and publish a list of
conpani es that are known to use forced | abor, or indentured | abor under
penal sanction, or to exploit child |abor or wuse child labor in
violation of the laws of the country in which the product was nade.
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The |i st nust be nade avail able to all agencies, institutions of higher
educati on, and current and prospective contractors under this chapter.

(4) As used in this section:

(a) "Exploiting child | abor” nmeans using child |l abor in a way that
could inflict physical or nental suffering or damage on the child, or
denying a child his or her liberty or access to his or her famly, or
bot h.

(b) "Forced l|abor" neans work or service that is exacted from a
person under the nenace of a penalty for its nonperformance and not
performed voluntarily.

~-- END ---
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