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SENATE BI LL 5975

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Patterson, Goings, Brown, Kline, Kohl, Haugen, Spanel,
McAul i ffe and Snyder

Read first time 02/24/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to the citizens’ comm ssi on on canpai gn fi nance and
practices; creating new sections; providing an expiration date; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The citizens’ comm ssion on canpaign finance
and practices is created to consist of seventeen nenbers appoi nted as
provided in this section: One person fromeach congressional district,
appoi nted by the governor; one person each from a list of three
submtted by the chair of each of the major political parties of the
state, selected by the secretary of state; one nonel ected election
adm nistrator selected by the secretary of state; and one person
appoi nted by the | eader of each major political caucus organization in
the state |egislature. No person appointed may be a registered
| obbyi st, an elected state or local official, a candidate for elected
office, or a famly nenber of an official or candi date.

The governor, secretary of state, attorney general, and chair of
the public disclosure comm ssion shall serve as ex officio nenbers of
t he comm ssion, w thout voting authority.
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Vacanci es nust be filled by the original appointing authority and
under the sane qualifications.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 2. (1) The citizens’ conm ssion on canpaign
finance and practices shall study canpaign finance and practices,
including existing laws on canpaign finance and practices, their
effects, and the mssion and operation of the public disclosure
conmmi ssion, and propose |egislation on canpaign finance and practices
to the legislature and nake other recommendations as it deens
appropriate. "Canpaign" as used in this section includes canpaigns for
partisan elective offices, nonpartisan elective offices, and for or
agai nst bal |l ot propositions.

(2) Except as provided otherwi se in RCW43. 03. 305 and this section,
the «citizens’ commssion is solely responsible for its own
organi zation, operation, and action and shall enjoy the fullest
cooperation of all state officials, departnents, and agencies. The
publ i c di scl osure conm ssion shall provide the necessary support to the
citizens’ comm ssion to carry out the purposes of this section.

(3) Menbers of the citizens’ comm ssion receive no conpensation for
their services, but are eligible to receive a subsistence al | owance and
travel expenses under RCW 43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(4) The nmenbers of the citizens’ conm ssion shall elect a chair
from anong their nunber.

(5) Before submtting reports or recommendations to the
| egislature, the citizens’ comm ssion shall hold no fewer than two
public hearings on canpaign finance and practices within the four
mont hs i mredi ately before the subm ssion.

(6) Al meetings, actions, hearings, and business of the citizens’
conmmi ssion are subject in full to the Open Public Meetings Act, chapter
42. 30 RCW

(7) The citizens’ conm ssion shall nmake its report by Decenber 31,
1997.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act expire Decenber
31, 1997.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
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1 state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
2 imedi ately.

~-- END ---
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