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SENATE BI LL 5969

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Oke and Haugen

Read first tine 02/ 24/ 97. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Rel ating to appoi ntnment of a nediator to identify a solution
to a wasteful commercial fishing practice; creating new sections; and
decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds a wasteful
comercial fishing practice occurs in the Hood Canal conmmercial chum
sal non fishery. Over the 1995 and 1996 seasons | arge nunbers of adult
chum sal non were harvested, eggs were renoved fromthe femal e sal non,
and the stripped femal e sal non and the nmal e sal non were di scarded al ong
t he beaches and waters of Hood Canal. The practice of wasting a |l arge
nunber of adult chum salnmon is not acceptable to the |egislature and
t he people of the state of Washington. The legislature finds that the
wastage is primarily occurring in the comrercial chum sal non fishery.
The majority of the wasted chumsal non are produced in state-funded and
st at e- oper at ed sal non hat cheri es.

(2) The ultimte managenent responsibility resides with the
comanagers of the salnon resource, the state and the treaty tribes as
represented by the fish and wildlife conmm ssion and the Northwest
I ndi an fisheries conm ssion. These two deliberative decision-nmaking
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bodies nust jointly act with a swift and determ ned decision to
permanent |y sol ve this serious resource devastation. The desultory and
capricious governnent policies that allowed this pillage for a second
year must be redirected by the ultinmate managenent authorities.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The legislature finds a nediator is
needed to help find a solution to the probl emof chumsal non wastage in
Hood Canal. The nediator shall work cooperatively with the comanagers
of the sal non resource, the Northwest Indian fisheries comm ssion and
the fish and wldlife comm ssion. The nediator shall report to the
| egislature on or before Septenber 1, 1997, the results of the
medi ation effort toward sol ving the chum sal non wast age probl em

(2) The legislature, under Article Ill, section 16 of the state
Constitution, respectfully appoints the I|ieutenant governor of the
state of Washington to act as the nediator for the Hood Canal chum
sal non wastage problem The negotiation skills of the I|ieutenant
governor are critically needed to solve this problem wth a
gover nnment -t o- gover nnment appr oach. Nei ther the state of Wshi ngton
whi ch produces the chum salnon, or the treaty Indian tribes, which
catch the sal non, can solve this problemunilaterally. The |Iieutenant
governor is uniquely qualified to serve as nedi ator between the state
and the tribes.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imediate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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