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S-1735.1

SENATE BI LL 5964

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Fairley, Wjahn, Prentice, Patterson and Koh

Read first tinme 02/24/97. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Relating to providing certain health and safety standards
for registered commerci al breeders of dogs and cats as pets; reenacting
and anendi ng RCW 18.130.040; adding a new chapter to Title 18 RCW
creating a new section; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
assure the humane, safe, and healthy treatnent of dogs and cats bred
by comrerci al breeding operations in this state. The registration of
breeders by the departnment of health and the establishment of
reasonabl e st ate-w de m ni mal operating standards wil| provi de breeders
wth a fair system of accountability that nerits public confidence
while preventing abuse and neglect of prospective pets. The
| egislature finds that local controls of breeders are disparate,
inconpl ete, and infrequently enforced and the establishnment of state-

w de uni form m ni rum standards will assist breeders in neeting public
expectations consistent with recognized standards for the humane
treatnent, health, safety, and welfare of dogs and cats. The

| egi sl ature recogni zes the special bond between pet owners and their
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ani mal conpani ons and the inportance of assuring public confidence in
t he breeder industry.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Breeder" nmeans a person who causes five or nore litters of
dogs or cats or both to be produced annually on property he or she
owns, controls, or occupies and who sells the animals at whol esal e or
retail.

(2) "Departnment” nmeans the state departnent of health.

(3) "Secretary” neans the secretary of health.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) No breeder may operate a facility in
which five or nore litters of dogs or cats, or both, are bred and
produced annually for sale without a license under this chapter. No
person may represent onesel f as regi stered, or engage in any conmerci al
breeding operations covered wunder this chapter, wthout being
regi stered by the departnent.

(2) An application for registration nust be made to the departnent
upon forms provided, and nust contain such information as the
departnment reasonably requires including, but not limted to, evidence
of ability to conply with the laws as prescribed in this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The secretary has authority to:

(1) Adopt rules necessary to inplenent this chapter

(2) Establish all registration and renewal fees in accordance with
t he purposes and processes specified in RCW43. 70. 250;

(3) Establish forns and procedures necessary to admnister this
chapter;

(4) Register and issue a registration certificate to an applicant
covered under this chapter

(5) Hire staff as needed to inplenent this chapter;

(6) Maintain the official record of all applicants and |icensees;

and
(7) Exam ne records and facilities of registrants for conpliance
with this chapter.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 5. Applications for initial and renewal
regi stration nust be submtted on forns provi ded by the secretary. The
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secretary may require any information and docunentation which
reasonably rel ates to the need to determ ne whet her the applicant neets
the criteria for registration under this chapter. Each applicant shal
pay a fee determ ned by the secretary under RCW 43.70. 250 whi ch nust
acconpany the application.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. The secretary may establish procedura
requirenents and fees for renewal of registration. Failure to renew
invalidates the registration and all privileges granted by it.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. The uniformdisciplinary act, chapter 18. 130
RCW governs the issuance and denial of a registration, and the
di scipline of a breeder registered under this chapter. The secretary
is the disciplining authority under this chapter.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) The secretary shall appoint a breeder
advisory conmttee to advise the secretary on the inplenentation of
this chapter and on the operati ng standards for the comrerci al breeding
of dogs and cats by breeders. The commttee is conprised of seven
menbers consi sting of one veterinarian |icensed by the departnent, two
menbers who are breeders regi stered under this chapter, two nenbers of
an animal care and control agency, and two nmenbers representing the
public who, in the determ nation of the secretary, present no conflicts
of interest to matters included in this chapter. The secretary shal
appoint the nenbers for staggered terns, two nenbers for one-year
terms, two nenbers for two-year terns, and three nenbers for three-year
terms. Subsequent appointnents shall be for three-year terns.

(2) The secretary may renove any nenber for cause as specified by
rule. In the case of a vacancy, the secretary shall appoint a person
to serve for the remainder of the unexpired term

(3) The commttee shall neet at the request of the secretary and
hold nmeetings during the year as necessary to provide advice to the
secretary concerning the i nplenentation of this chapter. The commttee
may el ect a chair and vice-chair. A mjority of the nenbers currently
serving shall constitute a quorum

(4) Each nenber shall be reinbursed for travel expenses, as
authorized in RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060, and shall serve wthout
conpensati on.
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(5) The secretary, nmenbers of the commttee, or individuals acting
on their behalf are imune from civil action for official acts
performed in the course of their duties.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. The secretary, in consultation with the
advisory commttee, shall adopt rules establishing the m ninmm
standards to be inplenented by breeders. The program shall i ncl ude,
but not be limted to, provisions for adequate housing, nutrition
hydrati on, sanitation, vaccinations, exercise and soci alization needs,
internal and external parasite controls, care of pregnant and nursing
animals, first aid and energency protocols, treatnent of illness and
i njury, and humane eut hanasi a net hods. The secretary is guided by the
requi renents of the federal animal welfare act (7 U S.C. Sec. 2131 et
seq.), and rules adopted under this section nay not be inconsistent
with the federal act.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 10. 1In addition to any action the secretary may
take for acts of unprofessional conduct specified under the uniform
di sciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCW the secretary may deny or revoke
the registration of a breeder who:

(1) Violates this act or any rul es adopted under this act that are
consi dered an act of unprofessional conduct for purposes of the uniform
di sciplinary act;

(2) I's convicted of violating RCW16.52. 205 or 16.52.207; or

(3) Is convicted of violating any animal protection law of this
state or ordinance or substantially simlar law in any other
jurisdiction concerning the proper breeding, care, housing, raising, or
treatnent of dogs or cats.

Sec. 11. RCW18. 130.040 and 1996 ¢ 200 s 32 and 1996 c 81 s 5 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) This chapter applies only to the secretary and the boards and
commi ssions having jurisdictioninrelationto the professions |icensed
under the chapters specified in this section. This chapter does not
apply to any business or profession not |icensed under the chapters
specified in this section.

(2)(a) The secretary has authority under this chapter in relation
to the follow ng professions:

(1) Di spensing opticians |icensed under chapter 18.34 RCW
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(11) Naturopaths licensed under chapter 18.36A RCW

(ti1) Mdw ves licensed under chapter 18.50 RCW

(tv) Cecularists |licensed under chapter 18.55 RCW

(v) Massage operators and businesses |icensed under chapter 18.108
RCW

(vi) Dental hygienists |licensed under chapter 18.29 RCW

(vii) Acupuncturists licensed under chapter 18.06 RCW

(viii) Radiologic technologists certified and X-ray technicians
regi stered under chapter 18.84 RCW

(i1 x) Respiratory care practitioners certified under chapter 18.89
RCW

(x) Persons registered or certified under chapter 18.19 RCW

(xi) Persons registered as nursing pool operators under chapter
18. 52C RCW

(xi1) MNursing assistants registered or certified under chapter
18. 79 RCW

(xi1i) Health care assistants certified under chapter 18.135 RCW

(xiv) Detitians and nutritionists certified under chapter 18.138
RCW

(xv) Sex offender treatnent providers certified under chapter
18. 155 RCW

(xvi) Persons licensed and certified under chapter 18. 73 RCWor RCW
18. 71. 205;

(xvii) Persons registered as adult famly hone providers and
resi dent managers under RCW 18. 48. 020; ((and))

(xviii) Denturists licensed under chapter 18.30 RCW__and

(xix) Persons registered as pet breeders under section 3 of this
act .

(b) The boards and comm ssions having authority under this chapter
are as foll ows:

(1) The podiatric medical board as established in chapter 18.22
RCW

(1i) The chiropractic quality assurance conm ssion as established
in chapter 18.25 RCW

(ti1) The dental quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.32 RCW

(itv) The board of hearing and speech as established in chapter
18. 35 RCW
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(v) The board of examners for nursing hone admnistrators as
established in chapter 18.52 RCW

(vi) The optonetry board as established in chapter 18.54 RCW
governing |licenses issued under chapter 18.53 RCW

(vii) The board of osteopathic nedicine and surgery as established
in chapter 18.57 RCWgoverning |licenses i ssued under chapters 18.57 and
18. 57A RCW

(viii) The board of pharmacy as established in chapter 18.64 RCW
governing |licenses issued under chapters 18.64 and 18. 64A RCW

(ix) The nedical quality assurance comm ssion as established in
chapter 18.71 RCW governing licenses and registrations issued under
chapters 18.71 and 18. 71A RCW

(x) The board of physical therapy as established in chapter 18.74
RCW

(xi) The board of occupational therapy practice as established in
chapter 18.59 RCW

(xi1) The nursing care quality assurance conmm ssion as established
in chapter 18.79 RCWgoverning |icenses issued under that chapter;

(xiii) The exam ning board of psychology and its disciplinary
commttee as established in chapter 18.83 RCW and

(xiv) The veterinary board of governors as established in chapter
18.92 RCW

(3) In additionto the authority to discipline |license holders, the
disciplining authority has the authority to grant or deny |icenses
based on the conditions and criteria established in this chapter and
the chapters specified in subsection (2) of this section. This chapter
al so governs any investigation, hearing, or proceeding relating to
denial of licensure or issuance of a license conditioned on the
applicant’s conpliance with an order entered pursuant to RCW18. 130. 160
by the disciplining authority.

(4) Al disciplining authorities shall adopt procedures to ensure
substantially consistent application of this chapter, the Uniform
Disciplinary Act, anong the disciplining authorities listed in
subsection (2) of this section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 12. Sections 2 through 10 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 18 RCW
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1 NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 13. Sections 1 through 7 and 10 of this act
2 take effect January 1, 1998.

~-- END ---
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