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S-1699.1

SENATE BI LL 5948

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Benton, Finkbeiner, Zarelli, Schow, Hochstatter, Stevens,
Ander son and Roach

Read first time 02/21/97. Referred to Commttee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to inproving public mass transportati on systens;
adding new sections to chapter 35.58 RCW adding new sections to
chapter 36.57 RCW adding new sections to chapter 36.57A RCW addi ng
new sections to chapter 47.60 RCW adding new sections to chapter
81.112 RCW and repealing RCW 35.58.250, 35.58.265, 36.57.080,
36.57.090, 36.57A 100, 36.57A. 120, 81.112.100, and 81.112.110.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 35.58 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Notwi thstanding the authority granted in this chapter, a
metropolitan nmunicipal corporation shall effectively separate the
admnistration of the transportation functions of the agency from

actual operation of those functions. The netropolitan nunicipal
corporation shall focus on the mssion of maximzing service and
ridership within public resource constraints. The nmetropolitan

muni ci pal corporation shall retain control over decisions relating to
policy, routes, schedules, fares, vehicles, and service standards, but
operation of these conponents nust be perforned by a contractor.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 35.58 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Notw thstanding the powers authorized in RCW 35.58.260, a
met ropol i tan nmuni ci pal corporation operating a transportation facility
or service shall prepare bid docunents for all individual routes, or
| ogi cal groupings of routes, setting forth the desired schedules,
equi pnrent sizes, and all safety and service requirenents pertaining to
the routes and equipnent, and all capital facilities owed and all
services performed by the transit agency.

(2) Anetropolitan nmunicipal corporation operating atransportation
facility or service shall advertise invitations to bid for these
facilities or services to the general public, including corporations
and currently operating transit agencies if they choose to partici pate,
and col | ect seal ed bids, which bids nust be opened in public.

(3) Anetropolitan nmunicipal corporation operating a transportation
facility or service shall award the contracts to the | owest responsible
bi dder for that particular service or facility.

(4) The sel ected bidder shall operate the facilities, services, and
rout es awar ded.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 36.57 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Notw t hstanding the authority granted in this chapter, a county
transportation authority shall effectively separate adm nistration of
the transportation functions fromactual operation of those functions.
The authority shall focus on the mssion of maxim zing service and
ridership within public resource constraints. The authority shall
retain control over decisions relating to policy, routes, schedules,
fares, vehicles, and service standards, but operation of these
conponents nust be perfornmed by a contractor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 36.57 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Notw thstanding the powers authorized in RCW 36.57.040, a
county transportation authority operating a transportation facility or
service shall prepare bid docunents for all individual routes, or
| ogi cal groupings of routes, setting forth the desired schedules,
equi pnrent sizes, and all safety and service requirenents pertaining to
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the routes and equipnent, and all capital facilities owed and all
services performed by the county transportation authority.

(2) An authority operating a transportation facility or service
shal | advertise invitations to bid for these facilities or services to
the general public, including corporations and currently operating
transit agencies if they choose to participate, and collect sealed
bi ds, which bids nust be opened in public.

(3) An authority operating a transportation facility or service
shall award the contracts to the | owest responsible bidder for that
particul ar service or facility.

(4) The sel ected bidder shall operate the facilities, services, and
rout es awar ded.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. A newsection is added to chapter 36.57A RCW
to read as foll ows:

Notw t hstanding the authority granted in this chapter, a public
transportation benefit area shall effectively separate the function of
adm ni stration of the transportation functions fromactual operation of
t hose functions. The public transportation benefit area shall focus on
the m ssion of maxi m zing service and ridership within public resource
constraints. The public transportation benefit area shall retain
control over decisions relating to policy, routes, schedules, fares,
vehi cl es, and servi ce standards, but operation of these conponents nust
be perfornmed by a contractor.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. A newsectionis added to chapter 36.57A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Notw thstanding the powers granted by this chapter, a public
transportation benefit area shall prepare bid docunents for individual
routes, or |logical groupings of routes, setting forth the desired
schedul es, equi pnent sizes, and all safety and service requirenments
pertaining to the routes and equi pment, and all facilities and services
provi ded by the transit agency.

(2) Apublictransportation benefit area operating a transportation
facility or service shall advertise invitations to bid for these
facilities or services to the general public, including corporations
and currently operating transit agencies if they choose to partici pate,
and col |l ect seal ed bids, which bids nust be opened in public.
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(3) Apublic transportation benefit area operating a transportation
facility or service shall award the contracts to the | owest responsible
bi dder for that particular service or facility.

(4) The sel ected bi dder shall operate the facilities, services, and
rout es awar ded.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 47.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Notwi thstanding the authority granted in this chapter, the
depart nment of transportation shall effectively separate the
admnistration of the transportation functions of the state ferry
systemfromactual operation of those functions. The departnent shal
focus on the m ssion of maxim zing service and ridership within public
resource constraints. The departnment shall retain control over
decisions relating to policy, routes, schedules, fares, vehicles,
vessel s, and service standards, but operation of these conponents nust
be performed by a contractor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 47.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Notw thstanding the powers authorized in this chapter, the
departnent shall prepare bid docunents for all individual routes, or
| ogi cal groupings of routes, setting forth the desired schedules,
equi pnrent sizes, and all safety and service requirenents pertaining to
the routes and equipnent, and all capital facilities owed and all
services perfornmed by the ferry system

(2) The departnent shall advertise invitations to bid for these
facilities and services to the general public, including corporations
and currently operating transit agencies if they choose to partici pate,
and col | ect seal ed bids, which bids nust be opened in public.

(3) The state ferry systemshall award the contracts to the | owest
responsi bl e bidder for that particular service or facility.

(4) The sel ected bi dder shall operate the facilities, services, and
rout es awar ded.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 9. A newsection is added to chapter 81.112 RCW
to read as follows:

Not wi t hst andi ng the authority granted in this chapter, a regional
transit authority shall effectively separate the function of
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adm ni stration of the transportation functions fromactual operation of
t hose functions. The authority shall focus on the mssion of
maxi m zing service and ridership within public resource constraints.
The authority shall retain control over decisions relating to policy,
routes, schedules, fares, vehicles, and service standards, but
operation of these conponents nust be perforned by a contractor.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 81.112
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Notwithstanding the powers granted in this chapter, the
authority shall prepare bid docunents for individual routes, or |ogical
groupi ngs of routes, setting forth the desired schedul es, equipnent
sizes, and all safety and service requirenents pertaining to the routes
and equi pnent, and all facilities owed and services provided by the
authority.

(2) An authority operating a transportation facility or service
shal | advertise invitations to bid for these facilities or services to
the general public, including corporations and currently operating
transit agencies if they choose to participate, and collect sealed
bi ds, which bids nust be opened in public.

(3) An authority operating a transportation facility or service
shall award the contracts to the | owest responsible bidder for that
particul ar service or facility.

(4) The sel ected bi dder shall operate the facilities, services, and
rout es awar ded.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:
(1) RCW 35.58.250 and 1965 ¢ 7 s 35.58. 250;
(2) RCW35.58.265 and 1965 ¢ 91 s 1
(3) RCW36.57.080 and 1975 1st ex.s. ¢ 270 s 5 & 1974 ex.s. c 167
s 8§,
(4) RCW36.57.090 and 1974 ex.s. ¢ 167 s 9;
(5) RCW36.57A 100 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 44 s 4 & 1975 1st ex.s. c 270
s 20;
(6) RCW 36.57A. 120 and 1975 1st ex.s. c¢ 270 s 22;
(7) RCW81.112.100 and 1992 c¢ 101 s 10; and
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(8) RCW81.112.110 and 1992 ¢ 101 s 11

~-- END ---
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