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S-1661.1

SENATE BI LL 5933

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senator Swecker

Read first tinme 02/20/97. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Relating to dangerous dogs; and anending RCW 16.08. 070
16. 08. 080, 16.08.090, and 16. 08. 100.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW16.08.070 and 1987 ¢ 94 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se, the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW 16. 08. 070 t hrough 16. 08. 100.

(1) "((Petentialty)) Dangerous dog" neans any dog that according to
the records of the local sheriff’'s office when unprovoked: (a)
((+AfHHets)) Has inflicted bites on a human or a donestic ani mal either
on public or private property, or (b) ((ehases)) has chased or
((approaches)) approached in a nenacing fashi on or apparent attitude of
attack a person ((upen)) who is on the streets, sidewal ks, or any
public grounds ((# f
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((£4Y)) (2) "Proper encl osure ((ef—adangerous—deg))" nmeans, while

on the owner’s property, a dangerous dog shall be (a) securely confined
indoors, (b) in a securely enclosed fence that is at least five feet

high and is equipped with a self-closing and self-latching gate
designed to prevent the animal from escaping, or (c) in a securely
encl osed and | ocked pen or structure, suitable to prevent the entry of
young chil dren and designed to prevent the animal fromescapi ng. Such
pen or structure shall have secure sides and a secure top, and shal
al so provide protection fromthe elenents for the dog.

((5))) (3) "Animal control authority"” neans an entity acting al one
or in concert with other |ocal governnmental units for enforcenent of
the animal control laws of the city, county, and state and the shelter
and wel fare of ani mals.

((66))) (4) "Animal control officer"” nmeans any indi vi dual enpl oyed,
contracted wth, or appointed by the animal control authority for the
purpose of aiding in the enforcenent of this chapter or any other |aw
or ordinance relating to the licensure of animals, control of aninmals,
or seizure and inpoundnent of animals, and includes any state or | ocal
| aw enforcenent officer or other enployee whose duties in whole or in
part include assignnents that involve the seizure and inpoundnent of
any ani mal .

((H)) (5 "Omer"™ nmnmeans any person, firm corporation
organi zati on, or departnent possessing, harboring, keeping, having an
interest in, or having control or custody of an aninal.

Sec. 2. RCW16.08.080 and 1989 ¢ 26 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawmful for an owner to have a dangerous dog in the
state without a certificate of registration issued under this section.
This section and RCW 16. 08. 090 and 16.08. 100 shall not apply to police
dogs as defined in RCW 4. 24. 410.
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(2) The ((antmal—eontrol—authortty—of—the—etty—or)) office of the

county sheriff in the county in which an owner has a dangerous dog
shall issue a certificate of registration to the owner of such aninal
if the owner presents to the ((antmal—control—unit)) sheriff’s office
sufficient evidence of:

(a) A proper enclosure to confine a dangerous dog and the posting
of the premises with a clearly visible warning sign that there is a
dangerous dog on the property. In addition, the owner shal
conspicuously display a sign with a warning synbol that inforns
children of the presence of a dangerous dog;

(b) A surety bond issued by a surety insurer qualified under
chapter 48.28 RCW in a form acceptable to the ((anral—econtrol
adt-hortty)) office of the county sheriff in the sumof at least fifty
t housand dol | ars, payable to any person injured by the vicious dog; or

(c) Apolicy of liability insurance, such as honmeowner’s i nsurance,
i ssued by an insurer qualified under Title 48 RCWin the anount of at
least fifty thousand dollars, insuring the owner for any persona
injuries inflicted by the dangerous dog.

(3) (( ¥

I . . | by botl . I el I hority.

thetocal—shert+i--
4)—Cities—and)) Counties may charge an annual fee, in addition to
regul ar dog licensing fees, to regi ster dangerous dogs.

Sec. 3. RCW16.08.090 and 1987 ¢ 94 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful for an owner of a dangerous dog to permt the
dog to be outside the proper enclosure unless the dog is nuzzled and
restrai ned by a substantial chain or | eash and under physical restraint
of a responsible person. The nuzzle shall be nmade in a manner that
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will not cause injury to the dog or interfere with its vision or
respiration but shall prevent it frombiting any person or aninal.

(2) ((Pe ' , —by

i cipal I ¥ . hi . hi : .

o I L urisdiet] I : o

dangerous—dogs—

3y)) Dogs shall not be declared dangerous if the threat, injury,
or danmage was sustai ned by a person who, at the tine, was conmmtting a
w |l ful trespass or other tort upon the prem ses occupi ed by the owner
of the dog, or was tornenting, abusing, or assaulting the dog or has,
in the past, been observed or reported to have tornented, abused, or
assaul ted the dog or was conmtting or attenpting to commt a crine.

Sec. 4. RCW16.08.100 and 1987 ¢ 94 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Any dangerous dog shall be immediately confiscated by the
office of the county sheriff or an aninmal control authority if the:
(a) Dog is not validly regi stered under RCW 16. 08. 080; (b) owner does
not secure the liability insurance coverage required under RCW
16.08.080; (c) dog is not maintained in the proper enclosure; (d) dog
is outside of the dwelling of the owner, or outside of the proper
encl osure and not under physical restraint of the responsible person.
In addition, the owner shall be guilty of a gross msdeneanor
puni shabl e in accordance with RCW 9A. 20. 021.

(2) If a dangerous dog of an owner with a prior conviction under
this chapter attacks or bites a person or another donestic animal, the
dog’s owner is guilty of a class C felony, punishable in accordance
with RCW 9A 20.021. In addition, the dangerous dog shall be
i mredi ately confiscated by an animal control authority, placed in
quarantine for the proper length of tine, and thereafter destroyed in
an expedi tious and humane manner.

(3) The owner of any dog that aggressively attacks and causes
severe injury or death of any human, whether or not the dog has
previ ously been decl ared ((petentialty—dangerous—oe+)) dangerous, shal
be guilty of a class C felony punishable in accordance with RCW
9A. 20.021. In addition, the dog shall be i mredi ately confiscated by an
ani mal control authority, placed in quarantine for the proper | ength of
time, and thereafter destroyed in an expeditious and humane manner.
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1 (4) Any person entering a dog in a dog fight is guilty of a class
2 C felony punishable in accordance with RCW9A. 20. 021.

~-- END ---
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