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SENATE BI LL 5919

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Roach, Wnsley, Stevens, Zarelli, Wod, Schow and Cke

Read first tinme 02/ 19/97. Referred to Commttee on Human Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to the special sex of fender sentencing alternative;
and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the speci al
sex offender sentencing alternative was created as an exception to the
basi ¢ phil osophy governing the sentencing reform act. The primry
argunment in favor of the sentencing alternative was that many victins,
child victins in particular, mght not cooperate with prosecution if
the only possible outcone was certain punishnent. Mst child victins
know or are related to their offenders and often express a w sh that
the offenders receive treatnent.

(2) Because the percentage of sex offenders participating in the
speci al sex offender sentencing alternative program has declined and
because there is anecdotal evidence that sonme victins retrospectively
feel that their offenders avoided the punishnment they deserved by
receiving the special sex offender sentencing alternative, the
legislature finds that it is necessary to examne the special sex
of fender sentencing alternative to determ ne whether the original goals
of the program are being net.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of community, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shall contract with the Harborvi ew nedi cal center
sexual assault center to conduct a study of the special sex offender
sentencing alternative from noneys appropriated by the |egislature.
The Har borvi ew nedi cal center sexual assault center shall collect data
and information on sex offenders, including special sex offender
sentencing alternative participants and nonparticipants, from al
jurisdictions within the state of Washington. The Harborvi ew nedi cal
center sexual assault center shall study and conpile the data and
information for the purpose of presenting findings to the |egislature
in order to assist the legislature in evaluating the special sex
of fender sentencing alternative.

(2) The primary goal s and objectives of the study are to determ ne:
(a) The longer-term attitudes and perceptions toward the special sex
of fender sentencing alternative of victinms whose of fenders recei ved t he
sentencing alternative; and (b) the rel ati onshi ps between attitudes and
perceptions toward t he speci al sex of fender sentencing alternative and
the current functioning of victins.

(3) Not |ater than Decenber 1, 1998, the Harborview nedical center
sexual assault center shall report to the | egislature onthe results of
this study. The report nust include an explanation of the nethod of
the study and its results, an evaluation as to whether or not the
speci al sex offender sentencing alternative should be continued as a
rel evant and useful program and any recomended changes in the | aw.

--- END ---
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