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SENATE BI LL 5892

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Swanson, Snyder, Thi baudeau and Heavey

Read first tinme 02/18/97. Referred to Conmttee on Energy & Uilities.

AN ACT Relating to public utilities; adding a new section to
chapter 80.04 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that |arge-scale
downsi zi ngs, nergers, or work force reductions by public utility
suppliers, such as electric, natural gas, tel ecomrunicati ons, and water
conpani es can have a substantial inpact in the quality of utility
servi ce and may adversely inpact the safety of workers and the public.
The legislature further finds that it is in the public interest for the
utilities and transportati on conm ssion to review and coment on these
potential inpacts prior to major large-scale nergers or work force
reducti ons.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 80.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) A public service conpany is required to notify the conm ssion
ninety days prior to a work force reduction, nerger, or downsizing of
one hundred or nore enployees that occurs within a ninety-day period.
The conpany must submt docunentation of the potential inpact on
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quality of service and worker and public safety resulting from the
proposed downsizing or nerger. Wthin seventy days of notification,
the comm ssion nust review the potential inpact of the work force
reduction on the quality of utility service provided to comunities,
busi nesses, individuals, and state and | ocal governnents served by the
public service conpany, and hold a public neeting to allow consuner
comment. The conmmission will then notify the public service conpany
and interested parties of its findings. The results of the review may
be used by the comm ssion in making a determ nation on any pending
acqui sition or nmerger.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "public service conpany”
means, but is not |imted to, electric conpanies, water systens,
resellers of service and holding conpanies, and telecomunications
conpanies classified as conpetitive conpanies subject to mninmal
regul ati ons.

~-- END ---
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