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SENATE BI LL 5854

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Coings, MCaslin, Haugen, Wnsley and Rasnussen

Read first tine 02/17/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to charges by fire protection districts; anmendi ng
RCW 52. 18. 010, 52.18. 020, 52.18.030, 52.18.040, 52.18.050, 52.18. 060,
52.18. 065, 52.18.070, and 52.18.080; adding a new section to chapter
52.18 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The intent of this act is to provide fire
protection districts with the authority to seek voter approval by
supermgjority vote of a permanent fire protection district charge,
subject to termnation by the board of fire comm ssioners or revocation
by the voters. |[|f such a permanent fire protection district charge is
approved by the voters, the district may not inpose any special or
property tax levies during the period in which the permanent fire
protection district charge is in effect.

Sec. 2. RCWH52.18.010 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The board of fire comm ssioners of a fire protection district may
by resolution, for fire protection district purposes authorized by | aw,
fix and i1npose a ((beneti+t)) fire protection district charge on
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personal property and inprovenents to real property which are |ocated
within the fire protection district on the date specified and which
have or will receive the benefits provided by the fire protection
district, to be paid by the owners of the properties((—PRSVI-DED-
Fhrat)). However, a ((benef+t)) fire protection district charge shal
not apply to personal property and i nprovenents to real property owned
or used by any recognized religious denomnation or religious
organi zation as, or including, a sanctuary or for purposes related to
the bona fide religious mnistries of the denom nation or religious
organi zation, including schools and educational facilities used for
ki ndergarten, primary, or secondary educational purposes or for
institutions of higher education and all grounds and buil di ngs rel at ed
thereto, but not including personal property and inprovenents to real
property owned or used by any recognized religious denom nation or
religious organization for busi ness operations, profit-maki ng
enterprises, or activities not including use of a sanctuary or rel ated
to kindergarten, primary, or secondary educational purposes or for
institutions of higher education. For fire protection district charges
authorized for six or fewer years, the aggregate anount of such
((benet+t)) fire protection district charges in any one year shall not
exceed an anount equal to sixty percent of the operating budget for the
year in which the ((benef++)) fire protection district charge is to be
col l ected((+—PROWVI-BED—TFhat)). However, it shall be the duty of the
county legislative authority or authorities of the county or counties
inwhich the fire protection district is |ocated to make any necessary
adjustnments to assure conpliance wth such I|imtation and to
i medi ately notify the board of fire conm ssioners of any changes
t her eof .

A ((benetit)) fire protection district charge inposed shall be
reasonably proportioned to the nmeasurable benefits to property
resulting fromthe services afforded by the district. It is acceptable
to apportion the ((beneft+t)) fire protection district charge to the
val ues of the properties as found by the county assessor or assessors
nodi fied generally in the proportion that fire insurance rates are
reduced or entitled to be reduced as the result of providing the
services. Any other nethod that reasonably apportions the ((benretH+t))
fire protection district charges to the actual benefits resulting from
the degree of protection, which nmay include but is not limted to the
di stance fromregularly maintained fire protection equi pnent, the | evel
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of fire prevention services provided to the properties, or the need of
the properties for specialized services, may be specified in the
resolution and shall be subject to contest on the ground of
unr easonabl e or capricious action or action in excess of the neasurable
benefits to the property resulting from services afforded by the
district. The board of fire comm ssioners may determ ne that certain
properties or types or classes of properties are not receivVving
measur abl e benefits based on criteria they establish by resolution. A
((benet+t)) fire protection district charge authorized by this chapter
shall not be applicable to ((t+he)) property that is subject to a
contract for services with a fire protection district or to personal
property or inprovenents to real property of any individual,
cor porati on, part nership, firm or gani zati on, or associ ation
maintaining a fire departnent and whose fire protection and training
system has been accepted by a fire insurance underwiter maintaining a
fire protection engineering and inspection service authorized by the
state insurance conm ssioner to do business in this state((;—but—suech

contractual—agreenent)). For the purposes of this chapter, the term

"charge" neans a fire protection district charge as authorized in this
secti on.

Sec. 3. RCWH52.18.020 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The term"personal property"” for the purposes of this chapter shal
i nclude every form of tangi ble personal property, including but not
l[imted to, all goods, chattels, stock in trade, estates, or crops:
PROVI DED, That all personal property not assessed and subjected to ad
val oremtaxation under Title 84 RCW all property under contract or for
which the district is receiving paynment for as authorized by RCW
52.30.020 and all property subject to the provisions of chapter 54.28
RCW or all property that is subject to a contract for services with a
fire protection district, shall be exenpt from the ((benrett)) fire
protection district charge inposed under this chapter((:—PROVWDED
FURFHER—TFhat) ) . However, the term "personal property" shall not
i nclude any personal property used for farmng, field crops, farm
equi pnent, or |ivestock((+—ANB-PROUW-DBEDFURFHER—Fhat)). Further, the
term "inprovenents to real property" shall not include permnent
growi ng crops, field inprovenents installed for the purpose of aiding
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t he growt h of permanent crops, or other field inprovenents normally not
subj ect to damage by fire.

Sec. 4. RCWD52.18.030 and 1990 c 294 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
The resolution establishing ((berefit)) fire protection district

charges as specified in RCW 52.18.010 shall specify, by Iegal
geographi cal areas or other specific designations, the charge to apply
to each property by l|ocation, type, or other designation, or other
information that is necessary to the proper conputation of the
((beneft+t+)) fire protection district charge to be charged to each
property owner subject to the resolution. The county assessor of each
county in which the district is |located shall determne and identify
the personal properties and inprovenents to real property which are
subject to a ((benet+t)) fire protection district charge in each fire
protection district and shall furnish and deliver to the county
treasurer of that county a listing of the properties wth information
describing the location, |egal description, and address of the person
to whomthe statenent of ((benef++)) fire protection district charges
is to be mailed, the nane of the owner, and the value of the property
and inprovenents, together wth the ((beneti+t)) fire protection

district charge to apply to each. These ((benefit)) fire protection

district charges shall be certified to the county treasurer for

collection in the sane manner that is used for the collection of fire
protection charges for forest |lands protected by the departnent of
natural resources under RCW 76.04.610 and the sanme penalties and
provi sions for collection shall apply.

Sec. 5. RCWH52.18.040 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Each fire protection district shall <contract, prior to the
inposition of a ((beneft+t)) fire protection district charge, for the
admnistration and collection of the ((benetHt)) fire protection

district charge by each county treasurer, who shall deduct a percent,

as provided by contract to reinburse the county for expenses incurred
by the county assessor and county treasurer in the admnistration of
the resolution and this chapter. The county treasurer shall nmake
distributions ((each—year)) at |least quarterly, as the charges are
collected, in the anount of the ((benrefi+t)) fire protection district
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char ges i nposed on behal f of each district, |ess the deduction provided
for in the contract.

Sec. 6. RCWH52.18.050 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 5 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any ((benefit)) fire protection district charge authorized by
this chapter shall not be effective unless a proposition to inpose the
((benet+t+)) fire protection district charge is approved by a sixty
percent majority of the voters of the district voting at a genera
election or at a special election called by the district for that
purpose, held within the fire protection district. An election held
pursuant to this section shall be held not nore than twelve nonths
prior to the date on which the first such charge is to be assessed((+
PROWDBED—Fhat) ) . However, a ((benefit)) fire protection district
charge approved at an election shall not remain in effect for a period
of nore than six years nor nore than the nunber of years authorized by
the voters if fewer than six years unless subsequently reapproved by
the voters. Further, a district in which an existing fire protection
district charge is in effect may submt a proposition to nmake the
charge permanent, subject to revocation as provided in section 7 of
this act and elimnation of the property tax |l evy authority as provi ded
in RCW52.18. 065.

(2) The ballot for a proposition requesting authorization to inpose
the charge for six or fewer years shall be submtted so as to enable
the voters favoring the authorization of a fire protection district
((beneft+t+)) charge to vote "Yes" and those opposed thereto to vote
"No," and the ballot shall be:

"Shall . . . . . . county fire protection district No.
be authorized to inpose ((benet+t+)) fire protection district
charges each year for . . . . (insert nunber of years not to

exceed six) years, not to exceed an anount equal to sixty
percent of its operating budget, and be prohibited from
i nposi ng an additional property tax under RCW52. 16. 1607

YES NO

I [

(3) The ballot submtting a proposition to authorize the charge
permanently shall be subnitted so as to enable the voters favoring the
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authorization of a fire protection district charge to vote "Yes" and
t hose opposed thereto to vote "No" and the ballot shall be:

"Shall . . . . . . county fire protectiondistrict No. . . . be
aut hori zed to i npose charges permanently subject to revocation
or termnation, and be prohibited frominposing property taxes
under RCW 52.16.080, 52.16.130, 52.16.140, 52.16.160, and
84.52. 069?

YES NO

(4) The total annual charges inposed by a district receiving
aut horization to inpose a permanent fire protection district charge
under subsection (3) of this section shall not exceed an anmpunt derived
by multiplying the total assessed valuation of the real property within
the district by the rate of three dollars and thirty cents per one
t housand dollars of assessed val uation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 52.18 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The board of fire conm ssioners of a district authorized to
inpose a fire protection district charge permanently under RCW
52.18.050(3) may decide to termnate the permanent charge if the
decision is made at | east twelve nonths prior to the date on which the
charges will term nate.

(2) In the event the board is presented with a petition containing
verified signatures of ten percent or nore of the registered voters of
the district calling for revocation of the district’s authority to
inpose a fire protection district charge, the board shall submt a
resolution to the county legislative authority or authorities of the
county or counties in which the district is |ocated requesting that an
el ection be held. Upon receipt of the resolution, the |egislative
authority or authorities of the county or counties shall call a speci al
el ection to be held within the fire protection district at which the
foll ow ng proposition shall be submtted to the voters substantially as
fol |l ows:

“Shall . . . . . . county fire protection district No. . . . be
required to discontinue the charge authorized under RCW
52.18.050(3) and be authorized to reinpose property taxes
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aut hori zed under RCW 52.16. 080, 52.16. 130, 52. 16. 140,
52.16. 160, and 84.52. 069?

YES NO

I | "

If the fire protection district is located in nore than a single
county, this proposition shall indicate the nane of the district.

(3) If the board term nates the permanent fire protection district
charge authorization or the authorization is revoked by a majority
approval at an el ection held under subsection (2) of this section, the
authority to inpose the fire protection district charge shall be
revoked in the next calendar year, and thereafter the board may seek
approval of a fire protection district charge under RCW 52. 18. 050( 2)
and nmay inpose property taxes authorized under RCW 52.16.080,
52.16.130, 52.16.140, 52.16.160, and 84.52. 069.

Sec. 8. RCWH52.18.060 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Not less than ten days nor nore than six nonths before the
election at which the proposition to inpose the ((beneft)) fire
protection district charge is submtted as provided in this chapter
the board of fire commssioners of the district shall hold a public
hearing specifically setting forth its proposal to inpose ((benetHt))
fire protection district charges for the support of its legally
aut horized activities which wll mintain or inprove the services
afforded in the district. A report of the public hearing shall be
filed with the county treasurer of each county in which the property is
| ocated and be avail able for public inspection.

(2) Prior to Novenber 15 of each year the board of fire
commi ssioners shall hold a public hearing to review and establish the
fire protection district ((benref+t)) charges for the subsequent year.

All  resolutions inposing or changing the ((benett)) fire
protection district charges shall be filed with the county treasurer or
treasurers of each county in which the property is |ocated, together
with the record of each public hearing, before Novenber 30 i medi ately
preceding the year in which the ((benefit)) fire protection district
charges are to be collected on behalf of the district.

After the ((benefit)) fire protection district charges have been
established, the owners of the property subject to the charge shall be
notified of the anount of the charge.
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Sec. 9. RCW52.18.065 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 7 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Afire protection district that inposes a ((benref+t)) charge
for a period of six years or |less under this chapter shall not inpose

all or part of the property tax authorized under RCW 52. 16. 160.
(2) A fire protection district that inposes a permanent charge
under this chapter shall not inpose all or part of the property taxes

aut hori zed under RCW 52.16.080, 52.16.130, 52.16.140, 52.16.160, and

84.52. 069.

Sec. 10. RCW52.18.070 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

After notice has been given to the property owners of the anount of
the charge, the board of fire comm ssioners of a fire protection
district inposing a ((benefit)) charge under this chapter shall forma
review board for at |east a two-week period and shall, upon conpl ai nt
inwiting of a party aggri eved owni ng property in the district, reduce
the charge of a person who, in their opinion, has been charged too
large a sum to a sumor anount as they believe to be the true, fair,
and just anount.

Sec. 11. RCW52.18.080 and 1990 ¢ 294 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

The Washington fire conm ssioners association, as soon as
practicable, shall draft a nodel resolution to inpose the fire
protection district ((benett)) charge authorized by this chapter and
may provide assistance to fire protection districts in the
establishment of a program to develop ((benet+t)) fire protection

district charges.

~-- END ---
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