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S-1246. 2

SENATE BI LL 5821

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Heavey and Patterson

Read first tine 02/14/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Rel ating to requiring ordi nances and resol uti ons aut hori zi ng
property tax increases in taxing districts; and anmendi ng RCW84. 55. 120.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW84.55.120 and 1995 ¢ 251 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

A taxing district, other than the state, that collects regular
levies shall hold a public hearing on revenue sources for the
district’s follow ng year’s current expense budget. The hearing nust
i ncl ude consideration of possible increases in property tax revenues
and shall be held prior to the tine the taxing district levies the
taxes or makes the request to have the taxes |evied. The county
| egi slative authority, or the taxing district’s governing body if the
district is a city, town, or other type of district, shall hold the
heari ng. For purposes of this section, "current expense budget" neans
t hat budget which is primarily funded by taxes and charges and reflects
the provision of ongoing services. It does not nean the capital
enterprise, or special assessnment budgets of cities, towns, counties,
or special purpose districts.
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If the taxing district is otherwise required to hold a public
hearing on its proposed regular tax levy, a single public hearing may
be held on this matter.

No increase in property tax revenue, other than that resulting from
the addition of new construction and inprovenents to property and any

increase in the value of state-assessed property, may be authorized by

a taxing district, other than the state, except by adoption by the

legislative authority of the taxing district of a separate ordi nance or

resolution, pursuant to notice, specifically authorizing the increase

in terns of both dollars and percentage. The ordinance or resol ution

may cover a period of up to two vyears, but the ordinance shall

specifically state for each year the dollar increase and percentage

change in the levy fromthe previous vear.

--- END ---
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