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SENATE BI LL 5801

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Hargrove

Read first tine 02/13/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to awards of fees and expenses in judicial review
of agency action; and anendi ng RCW 4. 84. 350.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA4. 84.350 and 1995 ¢ 403 s 903 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as otherw se specifically provided by statute, a court
shall award a qualified party that prevails in a judicial reviewof an
agency action fees and ot her expenses, including reasonabl e attorneys’
fees, unless the court finds ((thatthe—agenreyaction—was—substantialy

just++ed—or)) that circunstances nake an award grossly unjust. A
qualified party shall be considered to have prevailed if the qualified

party obtained relief on a significant issue that achi eves sone benefit
that the qualified party sought.

(2) The amount awarded a qualified party under subsection (1) of
this section shall not exceed twenty-five thousand dollars. Subsection
(1) of this section shall not apply unless all parties challenging the
agency action are qualified parties. If two or nore qualified parties
join in an action, the award in total shall not exceed twenty-five
t housand dollars. The court, in its discretion, may reduce the anount

p. 1 SB 5801



A W DN P

to be awarded pursuant to subsection (1) of this section, or deny any
award, to the extent that a qualified party during the course of the

proceedi ngs engaged in conduct that unduly or

unr easonably protracted

the final resolution of the matter in controversy.

~-- END ---
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