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S-1377.2

SENATE BI LL 5793

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Fraser and Kohl

Read first tine 02/ 12/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to deaf, deaf-blind, and hard of hearing children;
addi ng a new section to chapter 28A. 155 RCW creating new sections; and
maki ng appropri ations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that deafness invol ves
the nost basic of human needs, the ability to acquire |anguage and to
communi cate with other human beings. The legislature finds that nmany
deaf and hard of hearing children use, as their primry |anguage,
Anmeri can sign | anguage, while others express and receive comuni cation
t hrough English-based sign |anguage, or orally and aurally, with or
W t hout visual signs or cues. Still other young deaf, deaf-blind, and
hard of hearing children lack any functional |anguage skills. The
| egi sl ature further finds that deaf, deaf-blind, and hard of hearing
children should have an opportunity for an education in which each
i ndi vidual child s unique | anguage or comruni cati on node i s respected,
used, and developed in order to |learn and communi cate effectively.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The office of deaf and hard of hearing
services, in conjunction with the office of the superintendent of
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public instruction, the state board of education, and the educati onal
service districts shall conduct a study and report to the | egislature
by January 1, 1999, on the unnmet needs of deaf, deaf-blind, and hard of
hearing students in public K-12 schools. The study shall include a
recommendati on on the feasibility of consolidating educati onal prograns
serving deaf, deaf-blind, and hard of hearing children into magnet
school progranms to facilitate serving deaf, deaf-blind, and hard of
hearing students with a sufficient nunber of age and |anguage node
peers to develop the student’s linguistic and social skills and to
mnimze the inpact of insufficient nunbers of qualified personne

trained to work with the deaf, deaf-blind, and hard of hearing
st udent s. The study shall also include a reconmmendation on the
feasibility of requiring educational interpreters to receive state or
national certification

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 155
RCWto read as foll ows:

The state board of education, in conjunction with the office of
deaf and hard of hearing services, shall establish conpetencies for
educational interpreters for deaf, deaf-blind, and hard of hearing
st udent s. After Septenber 1, 1999, only qualified educational
interpreters that denonstrate the conpetencies nay be used as
educational interpreters for students in public schools.

A school district may seek a waiver from the state board of
educati on conpetency requirenents if the district can denonstrate that
there is no educational interpreter within a reasonabl e distance from
t he school who neets the conpetencies established by the state board of
education and the district submts a plan to renmedy the |lack of
qualified educational interpreters who can provide services in the
school district.

The state board of education shall notify the office of deaf and
hard of hearing services when a district seeks a waiver. The office of
deaf and hard of hearing services nmay nmake a recommendation to the
state board of education on whether a waiver should be granted, and
whet her the district plan to renedy the |lack of qualified educational
interpreters i s appropriate.

The state board of education shall adopt rules on conpetencies for
educational interpreters for deaf, deaf-blind, and hard of hearing
st udent s.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof forty-five thousand dollars, or
as nmuch thereof as nay be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium
endi ng June 30, 1999, fromthe general fund to the office of deaf and
hard of hearing services for the purposes of section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 5. The sumof four thousand nine hundred fifty
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
t he bi enni um endi ng June 30, 1999, fromthe general fund to the state
board of education for the purposes of section 3 of this act.

~-- END ---
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