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SENATE BI LL 5757

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Stevens, Roach, Swecker and Cke

Read first time 02/ 11/97. Referred to Commttee on Human Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to | aw enforcenent investigations and proceedi ngs
pertaining to child abuse or neglect; and addi ng a new chapter to Title
10 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that investigations of
chil d abuse and negl ect are of great inportance and, for the protection
of children as well as famlies, are best conducted at the I|oca
government level. The legislature further finds that child abuse and
negl ect are essentially crinmes against children and famlies and cal
for sophisticated and extensive | aw enforcenent expertise. For these
reasons, the legislature intends to delegate all authority for
conducting child abuse or neglect investigations to |local |aw
enf or cenent agenci es.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Law enforcenent agency" neans the police departnment, the state
patrol, the office of the sheriff, or, inthe case of a charter county,
the county’s chief |aw enforcenent agency.
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(2) "Child" or "children" neans any person under ei ghteen years of
age.

(3) "Abuse or neglect" neans the injury, sexual abuse, sexual
exploitation, negligent treatnment, or maltreatnment of a child by any
person under circunstances that indicate that the child s welfare and
safety is harned.

(4) "Abused child" nmeans a child who has been subjected to child
abuse or neglect as defined in subsection (3) of this section.

(5) "Sexual exploitation" includes: (a) Allowing, permtting, or
encouraging a child to engage in prostitution by any person; or (b)
allow ng, permtting, encouraging, or engaging in the obscene or
por nogr aphi ¢ phot ographing, filmng, or depicting of a child by any
per son.

(6) "Negligent treatnment or naltreatnent” nmeans an act or om ssion
t hat evi dences a serious di sregard of consequences of such nagnitude as
to constitute a clear and present danger to the child s health,
wel fare, and safety.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. Notw thstandi ng any ot her provision of |aw,
the authority to investigate allegations of child abuse or neglect is

vested solely with |aw enforcenent agencies. No other agency or
di vi sion of Washington state governnent is authorized to investigate
such allegations. |If a report of suspected child abuse or neglect is

filed wth any other state agency or division, that agency or division
shall forward the report to the |local |aw enforcenent agency.

In the event that the | aw enforcenent agency di scovers evi dence of
crimnal activity, the agency shall forward the information to the
prosecuting attorney.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 10 RCW

~-- END ---
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