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S-1358.1

SENATE BI LL 5749

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Heavey, MCaslin, Wnsley, Haugen and Deccio

Read first tine 02/ 11/ 97. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to regul ati on of plunbers; anmendi ng RCW18. 106. 010,
18. 106. 020, 18.106.030, 18.106.050, and 18.106.070; and adding a new
section to chapter 18.106 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. Anewsectionis added to chapter 18.106 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent shall adopt requirenents that qualify a journeyman
plunber to be issued a certificate of conpetency as a nedical gas
pi ping installer.

Sec. 2. RCW18.106.010 and 1995 ¢ 282 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unless a different meaning is plainly required by the context, the
foll ow ng words and phrases as hereinafter used in this chapter shal
have the foll ow ng nmeani ng:

(1) "Advisory board" neans the state advisory board of plunbers;

(2) "Departnment” means the departnent of |abor and industries;

(3) "Director" nmeans the director of departnent of |abor and
i ndustri es;
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(4) "Journeyman plunber"” neans any person who has been issued a
certificate of conpetency by the departnent of |abor and i ndustries as
provided in this chapter;

(5) "Medical gas piping" neans oxygen, nitrous oxide, high pressure
ni trogen, nedical conpressed air, and nedi cal vacuum systens;

(6) ((=Speetralty—plunber—nreans—anyone—who—has—been—ssued—a
speectalty——eertitcate—of——conpeteney—Hmted—to—instal-ations-

-))
"Medical gas piping installer” neans a journeyman plunber who has been
issued a certificate of conpetency as a nedical gas piping installer.

(7) "Plunbing" nmeans that craft involved in installing, altering,
repairing and renovating potable water systens, |iquid waste systens,
and nedi cal gas piping systens within a buil di ng((:—PROWBED—Fhat)) .
Installation in a water system of water softening or water treatnent
equi pnrent ((shalt)) is not ((be)) wthin the neaning of plunbing as
used in this chapter ;.

(8) "Specialty plunber"” neans anyone who has been issued a
specialty certificate of conpetency Ilimted to installation,
mai nt enance, and repair of the plunbing of single-famly dwellings,
dupl exes, and apartnment buildings that do not exceed three stories.

Sec. 3. RCW18.106.020 and 1994 c 174 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No person may engage in or offer to engage in the trade of
pl unmbing w thout having a journeyman certificate, specialty
certificate, ((er)) tenporary permt, or ((wtheut—being)) trainee
certificate. A trainee nust be supervised by a person who has a
journeyman certificate, specialty certificate, or tenporary permt, as
specified in RCW 18.106.070. No contractor may enploy a person to
engage in or offer to engage in the trade of plunbing unless the person
enpl oyed has a journeyman certificate, specialty certificate, ((eF))
tenporary permt, or ((+s—supervisedby—a—person—who-has—ajoeurneyran
eertifHecate—speetalty—eertitecate,—or—tenpoerary—permt)) trainee
certificate. For the purposes of this section, "contractor” neans any
person or body of persons, corporate or otherw se, engaged in any work
covered by the provisions of this chapter, chapter 18.27 RCW or
chapter 19.28 RCW by way of trade or business. However, in no case
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shall this section apply to a contractor who i s contracting for work on
his or her own residence.

(2) No person may engage in or offer to engage in nedical gas
piping installation without having certificates of conpetency as a
journeyman plunber and as a nedical gas piping installer. A trainee
may engage in nedical gas piping installation if he or she is
supervi sed as specified in RCW18. 106.070. No contractor may enploy a
person to engage in or offer to engage in nedical gas piping
installation unless the person enployed has certificates of conpetency
as a journeyman plunber and as a nedical gas piping installer.

(3) Violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this section is an
i nfraction. Each day in which a person engages in the trade of
plunbing in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this section or
enpl oys a person in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this section
is a separate infraction. Each worksite at which a person engages in
the trade of plunmbing in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this
section or at which a person is enployed in violation of subsection (1)
or (2) of this section is a separate infraction.

((3))) (4) Notices of infractions for violations of subsection (1)
or (2) of this section may be issued to:

(a) The person engaging in or offering to engage in the trade of
pl unbing in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this section;

(b) The contractor in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this
section; and

(c) The contractor’s enpl oyee who aut hori zed t he work assi gnnent of
the person enployed in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this
section.

Sec. 4. RCW18.106.030 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 149 s 3 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Any person desiring to be issued a certificate of conpetency as
provided in this chapter shall deliver evidence in a formprescribed by
t he departnent affirm ng that said person has had sufficient experience
in as well as denonstrated general conpetency in the trade of plunbing
or specialty plunbing so as to qualify himto nake an application for
a certificate of conpetency as a journeyman plunber or specialty
pl unber ( (-—PROVWDED—Fhat)). Conpletion of a course of study in the
plunbing trade in the arned services of the United States or at a

school accredited by the ((eeordinating—counctH—on—ocecupational
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eduecatt+on)) work force training and education coordinating board shal
constitute sufficient evidence of experience and conpetency to enable
such person to nmake application for a certificate of conpetency.

Any person desiring to be issued a certificate of conpetency as a
nedical gas piping installer shall deliver evidence in a form
prescribed by the departnent affirmng that the person has net the
requi renents established by the departnent for a certificate of
conpetency as a nedical gas piping installer.

In addition to supplying the evidence as prescribed in this
section, each applicant for a certificate of conpetency shall submt an
application for such certificate on such form and in such nmanner as
shal | be prescribed by the director of the departnent.

Sec. 5. RCW18.106. 050 and 1983 ¢ 124 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent, with the advice of the advisory board, shal
prepare a witten examnation to be adm nistered to applicants for
certificates of conpetency for journeyman plunber and specialty
pl unber. The exam nation shall be constructed to determ ne:

((2)) (a) Wiether the applicant possesses varied general
know edge of the technical information and practical procedures that
are identified with the trade of journeyman plunber or specialty
pl unber; and

((2r)) (b) Whether the applicant is famliar with the applicable
plunmbing codes and the admnistrative rules of the departnent
pertaining to plunbing and pl unbers.

The departnment shall admnister the examnation to eligible
persons. All applicants shall, before taking the exam nation, pay to
t he departnent a fee.

(2) The departnent shall approve training courses and adm ni ster an
exam nation that contains witten and practical elenents for applicants
who apply for nedical gas piping installer certification. Al |
applicants shall, before taking the exam nation for nedical gas piping
installer certification, pay the required exam nation fee. The fee
shal |l cover but not exceed the costs of preparing and adm ni stering the
exam nation and the materials necessary to conduct the practical
el enents of the exam nation

The departnment shall certify the results of the exam nation, and
shall notify the applicant in witing whether he or she has passed or

SB 5749 p. 4



A W DN P

©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

failed. Any applicant who has failed the exam nation may retake the
exam nation, wupon the terns and after a period of tine that the
director shall set by rule. The director may not limt the nunber of
times that a person nmay take the exam nation

Sec. 6. RCW18.106.070 and 1985 c 465 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall issue a certificate of conpetency to al
applicants who have passed the exam nation and have paid the fee for
the certificate. The certificate shall bear the date of issuance, and
shall expire on the birthdate of the holder imediately follow ng the
date of issuance. The certificate shall be renewabl e every ot her year,
upon application, on or before the birthdate of the holder. A renewal
fee shall be assessed for each certificate. If a person fails to renew
the certificate by the renewal date, he or she nust pay a doubl ed fee.
| f the person does not renew the certificate within ninety days of the
renewal date, he or she nust retake the examnation and pay the
exam nation fee.

The journeyman plunber, specialty plunber, and nedical gas piping
installer certificates of conpetency and ((t+he)) tenporary permts
provided for in this chapter grant the holder the right to engage in
t he wor k of plunbing as a journeyman plunber ((er)), specialty plunber,
or nedical gas piping installer, in accordance with their provisions
t hroughout the state and within any of its political subdivisions on
any j ob or any enpl oynment wi t hout additional proof of conpetency or any
other license or permt or fee to engage in the work. This section
does not preclude enpl oyees fromadhering to a union security clause in
any enpl oynent where such a requirenent exists.

(2) A person who is indentured in an apprenticeship program
approved under chapter 49. 04 RCWfor the plunbing construction trade or
who is learning the plunbing construction trade may work in the
pl unbi ng construction trade if supervised by a certified journeyman
pl unber or a certified specialty plunber in that plunber’s specialty.
Al'l apprentices and individuals learning the plunbing construction
trade shall obtain a plunbing training certificate fromthe departnent.
The certificate shall authorize the holder to learn the plunbing
construction trade while under the direct supervision of a journeyman
pl unber or a specialty plunber working in his or her specialty. The
hol der of the plunbing training certificate shall renewthe certificate
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annual | y. At the time of renewal, the holder shall provide the
departnment with an accurate list of the holder’s enployers in the
pl unbi ng construction industry for the previous year and t he nunber of
hours wor ked for each enployer. An annual fee shall be charged for the
i ssuance or renewal of the certificate. The departnent shall set the
fee by rule. The fee shall cover but not exceed the cost of
adm nistering and enforcing the trainee certification and supervision
requi renents of this chapter. Apprentices and individuals |earningthe
pl unbi ng construction trade shall have their plunbing training
certificates in their possession at all tinmes that they are perform ng
pl unbi ng work. They shall show their certificates to an authorized
representative of the departnent at the representative s request.

(3) Any person who has been issued a plunbing training certificate
under this chapter may work if that person is under supervision.
Supervi sion shall consist of a person being on the sane job site and
under the control of either a journeyman plunber or an appropriate
specialty plunber who has an applicable certificate of conpetency
i ssued wunder this chapter. Either a journeyman plunber or an
appropriate specialty plunber shall be on the sane job site as the
noncertified individual for a m ninum of seventy-five percent of each
wor ki ng day unl ess otherw se provided in this chapter. The ratio of
noncertified individuals to certified journeynen or specialty plunbers
working on a job site shall be: (a) FromJuly 28, 1985, through June
30, 1988, not nore than three noncertified plunbers working on any one
job site for every certified journeyman or specialty plunber; (b)
effective July 1, 1988, not nore than two noncertified plunbers working
on any one job site for every certified specialty plunber or journeyman
pl unber working as a specialty plunber; and (c) effective July 1, 1988,
not nore than one noncertified plunber working on any one job site for
every certified journeyman plunber working as a journeyman plunber.

An individual who has a current training certificate and who has
successfully conmpleted or is currently enrolled in an approved
apprenticeship programor in a technical school programin the plunbing
construction trade in a school approved by the ((eoemmssion—for
vocattonal—eduecation)) work force training and education coordinating
board, may work without direct on-site supervision during the | ast six
months of neeting the practical experience requirenents of this
chapter.
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(4) An individual who has a current training certificate and who
has successfully conpleted or is currently enrolled in a nmedical gas

piping installer training course approved by the departnent nay work on

nmedical gas piping systens if the individual is under the direct

supervision of a certified nedical gas piping installer one hundred

percent of a working day on a one-to-one ratio.

--- END ---
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