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S-1390.1

SENATE BI LL 5711

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Hargrove
Read first time 02/10/97. Referred to Commttee on Ways & Means.

AN ACT Rel ating to bonuses for certain nerchant marine veterans and
their spouses; and adding a new section to chapter 73.04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 73.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Bonuses shall be paid to servicenen and exservicenen and
servi cewonen and exservicewonen who served on active duty in the
merchant marine at any tinme during the period between Septenber 16,
1940, through July 25, 1947, and who were citizens of Washi ngton when
inducted into active service and certain surviving spouses of such
servi cenen and servi cewonen. The paynments of bonuses are in the
anounts and subject to the conditions set forth as foll ows:

(a) To each such serviceman or servicewonan who served in the
mer chant marine during the established period, the sumof two hundred
fifty dollars.

(b) To the surviving spouse of each such servi ceman or servi cewonman
who died while serving in the nerchant marine during the established
period or who died at any tinme during the period after having served in
t he nerchant marine during the period as a result of injuries or wounds
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recei ved or disease contracted while in the nmerchant marine during the
period, the sumof two hundred fifty dollars, provided that the bonus
shall not be paid to any surviving spouse who has renarri ed.

(2) If there is no surviving serviceman or servicewonan or
surviving unremarried spouse, then no bonus shall be paid. I n
addition, the two hundred fifty dollar paynent specified under
subsection (1) of this section shall be reduced by any other anount
pai d under the provisions of this section.

(3) A bonus shall not be paid to any servi ceman or servi cewonan who
has been separated from the nerchant nmarine w thout an honorable
di scharge or an honorabl e separation, nor to the surviving spouse of
such a serviceman or servi cewonan.

(4) A bonus shall not be paid to any servi ceman or servi cewonan, or
to the surviving spouse of any such servi ceman or servi cewonman, unl ess
aclaimis filed in witing with the director of the state departnent
of veterans affairs on or before five years after the effective date of
this section.

(5) If any servicenman or servi cewoman or surviving spouse entitled
to a bonus or paynent has received a bonus or gratuitous paynent from
any other state, territory, or governnmental authority, other than the
government of the United States, prior to making application under this
section, then the anount of the bonus or gratuitous paynent shall be
deducted fromthe anobunt paid to each person under this section

(6) The bonuses and paynents provided shall be conpletely exenpt
fromall liability for any debt, tax, or obligation. This exenption
cannot be wai ved. The bonus or paynent shall be nonassignable and
shall not be subject to pledge or hypothecation in any manner
what soever

(7) The state departnment of veterans affairs shall have
responsibility for the adm nistration of this section. The director of
the departnment is designated as the officer charged by law with the
paynment of the bonuses, and the director shall adopt rul es as necessary
for the distribution of the bonuses and for the proper adm nistration
of this section.

(8) The state departnent of veterans affairs shall estinmate the
anount necessary to pay the clains and adm nister this section and
i ncl ude that anmpbunt as a separate itemin its budget request submtted
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1 for fiscal year 1999, and for each fiscal year thereafter during the
2 five-year tine limt to nake a claimfor a bonus.

~-- END ---
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