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SENATE BI LL 5636

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators ke, Swecker, Rossi and Horn

Read first tine 02/ 04/97. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Relating to health inspection warrants; and anendi ng RCW
70.118. 030.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.118.030 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 133 s 3 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Local boards of health shall identify failing septic tank
drainfield systens in the normal manner and will use reasonable effort
to determ ne new failures. The local health officer or his or her
designee may apply for an admnistrative search warrant to a court
official authorized to issue a crimnal search warrant. The court
official shall issue the warrant upon probable cause. 1t is sufficient
probabl e cause to show the inspection, exam nation, test, or sanpling
IS in response to pollution in comercial or recreational shellfish
harvesting areas. A specific admnistrative plan nmust be devel oped
expressly in response to the pollution. The local health officer shal
submt the plan to the court as part of the justification for the
warrant. The plan nust include each of the follow ng el enents:

(1) The overall goal of the inspection;

p. 1 SB 5636



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e
N R O

(2) A legal description of the geographic areas to be included in

the inspection;

(3) The survey procedures to be used in the inspection;
(4) The criteria that would be used to define an on-site sewage

system failure; and

(5) The followup actions that would be pursued once an on-site

sewage system failure has been identified and confirned.

Di scretionary judgnent will be made in inplenenting corrections by
specifying nonwater-carried sewage disposal devices or other
alternative nethods of treatnent and effluent di sposal as a neasure of
anmel i orati ng exi sting substandard conditions. Local regul ations shall
be consistent with the intent and purposes stated herein.

~-- END ---
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