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SENATE BI LL 5614

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Franklin, Wnsley, Fraser, Kline, Fairley, Jacobsen, Brown,
Pat t erson, Kohl, Heavey, Prentice, MAuliffe, Haugen, Wod, Thi baudeau,
Bauer, Rasnmussen, Spanel and Goi ngs

Read first time 02/04/97. Referred to Comnmttee on Health & Long-Term
Car e.

AN ACT Relating to incorporating environnental health into the
public health inprovenent plan; and anending RCW 43.70.520 and
43. 70. 580.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 43. 70. 520 and 1993 c¢ 492 s 467 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The legislature finds that the public health functions of
comunity assessnent, policy developnent, and assurance of service
delivery are essential elenments in achieving the objectives of health
reformin Washi ngton state. The legislature further finds that the
popul ati on-based services provided by state and |ocal heal t h
departnments are cost-effective and are a critical strategy for the
| ong-term contai nnent of health care costs. The legislature further
finds that the public health systemin the state | acks the capacity to
fulfill these functions consistent with the needs of a refornmed health
care system

(2) The departnent of health shall develop, in consultation with
| ocal health departnments and districts, the state board of health, the
heal t h servi ces conm ssion, area I ndian health service, and ot her state
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agencies, health services providers, and citizens concerned about
public health, a public health services inprovenent plan. The plan
shal |l provide a detailed accounting of deficits in the core functions
of assessnent, policy devel opnent, assurance of the current public
health system how additional public health fundi ng woul d be used, and
describe the benefits expected from expanded expenditures.

(3) The plan shall include:

(a) Definition of mninmum standards for public health protection
t hrough assessnent, policy devel opnent, and assurances:

(1) Enuneration of communities not neeting those standards;

(1i) A budget and staffing plan for bringing all communities up to
m ni mum st andar ds;

(ii1) An analysis of the costs and benefits expected from adopting
m ni mumpubl i ¢ heal th standards for assessnent, policy devel opnent, and
assur ances;

(b) Recommended strategies and a schedule for inproving public
heal t h prograns throughout the state, including:

(1) Strategies for transferring personal health care services from
the public health system into the uniform benefits package where
f easi bl e; and

(1i) Timng of increased funding for public health services |Iinked
to specific objectives for inproving public health; ((and))

(c) A recommended |level of dedicated funding for public health
services to be expressed in terns of a percentage of total health
service expenditures in the state or a set per person anount; such
recommendation shall also include nethods to ensure that such funding
does not suppl ant existing federal, state, and | ocal funds received by
| ocal health departnents, and nmet hods of distributing funds anong | ocal
heal t h departnents; and

(d) Asunmmary of federal, state, and |ocal data sources related to
public health, includingboth personal health and environnental health,
with recomendations to inprove interagency coordination and increase
public access to health informtion.

(4) The departnent shall coordinate this planning process with the
study activities required in section 258, chapter 492, Laws of 1993.

(5 By March 1, 1994, the departnent shall provide initial
recommendati ons of the public health services inprovenent plan to the
| egi slature regarding mnimm public health standards, and public
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heal t h prograns needed to address urgent needs, such as those cited in
subsection (7) of this section.

(6) By Decenber 1, 1994, the departnent shall present the public
health services inprovenent plan to the legislature, with specific
recommendati ons for each el enent of the plan to be i nplenented over the
period from 1995 t hrough 1997.

(7) Thereafter, the departnent shall wupdate the public health
services inprovenent plan for presentation to the legislature prior to
t he begi nning of a new bi enni um

(8) Anobng the specific popul ati on-based public health activitiesto
be considered in the public health services inprovenent plan are:
Heal t h dat a assessnent and chroni c and i nfectious di sease surveill ance;
rapi d response t o out breaks of comruni cabl e di sease; efforts to prevent
and control specific comuni cabl e di seases, such as tubercul osis and
acquired immune deficiency syndronme; health education to pronote
heal t hy behavi ors and to reduce t he preval ence of chronic di sease, such
as those linked to the use of tobacco; access to primary care in
coordination with existing community and mgrant health clinics and
other not for profit health care organizations; prograns to ensure
children are born as heal thy as possi bl e and they receive i nmuni zati ons
and adequate nutrition; efforts to prevent i ntentional and
unintentional injury; efforts to assess, nonitor, and reduce or

elimnate environnental health risks related to pollutant-enmtting

facilities or the accunulation of toxic air or water rel eases; prograns

to ensure the safety of drinking water and food supplies; poison
control; trauma services; and other activities that have the potenti al
to inprove the health of the population or special populations and
reduce the need for or cost of health services.

Sec. 2. RCW43.70.580 and 1995 ¢ 43 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

The primary responsibility of the public health system is to take
t hose actions necessary to protect, pronote, and i nprove the health of
the population. In order to acconplish this, the departnent shall:

(1) Identify, as part of the public health inprovenent plan, the
key heal th outcones sought for the population and the capacity needed
by the public health system to fulfill its responsibilities in
i nprovi ng heal th outcones.
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(2)(a) Distribute state funds that, in conjunction with |oca
revenues, are intended to inprove the capacity of the public health
system The distribution nethodol ogy shall encourage system w de
effectiveness and efficiency and provide |ocal health jurisdictions
with the flexibility both to determ ne governance structures and
address their unique needs.

(b) Enter into with each local health jurisdiction performance-
based contracts that establish clear neasures of the degree to which
the local health jurisdiction is attaining the capacity necessary to
i nprove health outconmes. The contracts negotiated between the |oca
health jurisdictions and the department of health nust identify the
speci fi c measurabl e progress that local health jurisdictions will make
toward achi eving health outcones. A community assessnent conducted by
the local health jurisdiction according to the public health
i mprovenment  pl an( (—which——shal—inelude—the—results—of —the
i bl-an-—prepared-according+o-REW70-196-130,)) will be used
as the basis for identifying the health outcones. A comunity
assessnent _shall include the following: (i) An assessnent of the
denographics, health status, health problens, risk behaviors, and
health systemcapacity for the county or district; (ii) the results of
t he conprehensive plan prepared according to RCW 70.190.130; (iii) an
assessnent of community environnental health risks and a plan to reduce
or elimnate these risks; and (iv) a program of public outreach to
involve the comunity in identifying health problens and formulating
local health policy. The contracts shall include provisions to
encour age col | aboration anong | ocal health jurisdictions. State funds
shal | be used solely to expand and conpl enent, but not to supplant city
and county governnment support for public health prograns.

(3) Develop criteria to assess the degree to which capacity is
bei ng achi eved and ensure conpliance by public health jurisdictions.

(4) Adopt rul es necessary to carry out the purposes of chapter 43,
Laws of 1995.

(5) Biennially, within the public health inprovenent plan, eval uate
the effectiveness of the public health system evaluate the
ef fectiveness of | ocal health jurisdictions at addressi ng both personal
and environnental health risks, assess the degree to which the public
health systemis attaining the capacity to inprove the status of the

SB 5614 p. 4



1 public’s health, and report progress made by each local health
2 jurisdiction toward inproving health outcones.

~-- END ---
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