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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5592

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Education (originally sponsored by Senators
St evens, Hochstatter, Zarelli, Schow, Mrton, Benton, Deccio, Rossi
Roach, Stranni gan, Wst and Cke)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Relating to abstinence education; adding a new section to
chapter 70.24 RCW adding a new chapter to Title 70 RCW and decl ari ng
an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. It is the intent of the legislature to
provi de education that pronotes abstinence from sexual activity, with
a focus on those groups which are nost likely to bear children out of
wedl ock.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Departnment” nmeans the departnent of health.

(2) "Abstinence education” nmeans an educational or notivationa
programthat has as its exclusive purpose:

(a) To teach the social, psychological, and health gains to be
real i zed by abstaining fromsexual activity outside of marriage;

(b) To teach that no sexual activity outside of marriage is the
expected standard for all school -age chil dren;
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(c) To teach that abstinence from sexual activity outside of
marriage is the only certain way to avoid out-of-wedl ock pregnancy,
sexual ly transmtted di seases, and other associ ated heal th probl ens;

(d) To teach that mnutually faithful nonoganous relations in the
context of marriage between a man and a wonman i s the expected standard
of human sexual activity;

(e) To teach that sexual activity outside the context of marriage
is likely to have harnful psychol ogi cal and physical effects;

(f) To teach that bearing children out of wedlock is Iikely to have
har nful consequences for the child, the child s parents, and society;

(g) To teach young people how to reject sexual advances outside of
marri age and how al cohol and drug use increase vulnerability to these
sexual advances; and

(h) To teach the inportance of attaining econom c self-sufficiency
within a mutually faithful nonoganbus marriage before engaging in
sexual activity.

(3) "Comm ttee" neans the abstinence education oversight conmttee
established in section 5 of this act.

(4) "Grantee" neans applicants for federal and state abstinence
education funds that are granted funding by the abstinence education
oversight commttee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The departnment shall apply for federal
funds for abstinence education fromthe United States departnment of
human services under Title V of the social security act (43 U. S.C. Sec.
701 et seq.) section 912, specifically under section 505(a). The funds
nmust be used exclusively for abstinence education and, if appropriate,
ment ori ng, counseling, and adult supervision to pronote abstinence from
sexual activity anmong unwed m nors.

(2) In order to nmeet the requirenents of this chapter, the
departnment shall maximze the use of +these federal funds by
contracting, through the absti nence educati on oversi ght conmmttee, only
with private and public sector organizations that have extensive
experience with abstinence as the sole basis for their abstinence
education curriculum and are teachi ng absti nence educati on.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The goals of abstinence education are a
nmeasur abl e reduction of the incidence of sexually transmtted di sease,
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a nmeasur abl e reduction in abortions, and a neasurabl e reduction i n out-
of - wedl ock births.

The results of the effect of abstinence education on neeting the
goals set forth in this section nust be reported to the senate and
house of representatives education and health comm ttees by Decenber
1st of each year by the oversight commttee.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. There is established the abstinence
education oversight commttee to consist of seven nenbers to be
appoi nted by the legislature. Menbers of the commttee shall include

the chairs of the senate and house of representatives health
commttees. The sponsors of the originating |egislation shall appoint
the remaining nenbers. The house of representatives sponsor shall
appoi nt two nenbers with three years’ experience in teaching abstinence
educati on. The senate sponsor shall appoint three nenbers with at
| east three years’ experience in teaching abstinence education.
Menbers shall be appointed for terns of five years. The purpose of the
commttee is to ensure that federal and state resources are used to
achi eve the goals of this chapter as stated in section 4 of this act.
Comm ttee nmenbers shall appoint a qualified agency designated as the
| ead agency to adm ni ster funds to all grantees and coordi nate research
and distribution of reports. Menbers of the commttee may be
reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060, subject to legislative appropriation.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. Subject to the restrictions contained in
this chapter, the comnmttee is authorized to establish criteria and
approve applications from organi zations for funding prograns designed
to teach abstinence education. The commttee shall establish a set of
standards to assess progress in neeting the goals of the program as
established in section 4 of this act and reducing the nunber of
reported sexually transmtted di seases, abortions, and out-of - wedl ock
births in each county where the programis taught. Twenty-one and one-
hal f percent of the funding nust be used for enpirical research on the
effectiveness of abstinence education in neeting the goals of the
program as established in section 4 of this act.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 7. (1) The departnent shall establish a
conpetitive application process to choose eligible public and private
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agenci es who have experience pronoting abstinence education to receive

avai |l abl e resources. The commttee my grant a |ead agency
responsibility for financial distribution to grantees and accounting
for the matching funding required by the federal governnent. The

grantees are required to match twenty-one and one-half percent of the
funds. The departnment shall accept the recomendati on of the oversight
committee in making the final decision on who should receive funding
under this section.

(2) The state shall contract for scientific data collection and
eval uation through an institution of higher education with experience
in abstinence evaluation in order to provide data on the programs
progress in neeting the goals of the programand reduci ng the nunber of
cases of sexually transmtted di seases, abortions, and out-of - wedl ock
births. The contracted institution shall coordinate wth the |ead
agency on the research and reporting of results.

(3) No restrictions shall be placed on the applicants for funds by
the departnment as to their status as profit or nonprofit agencies,
church-based organizations, or public or private agency-based
organi zati ons. Agencies, organizations, or individuals are prohibited
from receiving funds if the agency provides abortions, including
providing information on and distribution of contraceptive devices.

(4) Al applicants nust have appropriate corporate |icensing.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) Al grantees shall:

(a) Have an annual independent certified public accountant audit
their use of the abstinence education funds in order to verify that the
use of funds neet the requirenents of the program and are being used
consistent with the law s intent;

(b) Establish and utilize a cost allocation plan consistent with
t he goal s of section 4 of this act and use a separate accounting system
for federal and state abstinence education funds separate from any
other state funds they may receive;

(c) Qotain local approval for the abstinence educati on programfrom
| ocal agencies where abstinence education is taught, provided, or
i npl enent ed; and

(d) Segregate abstinence education funds from any other state or
federal funds.

(2) Funds awarded wunder this chapter nust be wused only for
abstinence education and may be wused for abstinence advertising,
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including billboards and other signs, and for teacher training in
premarital abstinence education teaching techniques.

(3) Failure to conply with proper allocation and use of funds may
result in the follow ng penalties:

(a) Refunding to the commttee of all noney granted under the
absti nence education program and

(b) Permanent ineligibility fromreceipt of funds for the teaching
of abstinence-based educati on.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. All textbooks and other curricula materi al
used by the grantee of abstinence education funds, including teacher
resources, nust be published and readily available for public and
parental inspection upon request. Al'l conferences and speakers
t eachi ng abstinence education under this chapter nmust conply with the
requi renents of this chapter.

NEW_ SECTI O\ Sec. 10. (1) Each grantee shall establish an
internet web site for each absti nence education program The web site
must i ncl ude:

(a) A full description of the abstinence education program and

(b) A financial accounting of the abstinence education programs
f undi ng.

(2) Funding for the internet web site nust cone solely fromloca
or state matching funds.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 11. Federal funds for abstinence educati on nust
be segregated fromgeneral maternal and child health funds. A separate
cost allocation plan consistent wth eligibility requirenents and a
separate accounting systemmnust be established. A separate accounting
system for abstinence education funds separate from any other state
project funds nust be in place.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 12. A new section is added to chapter 70.24 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The department shall collect statistics on the age and marita
status by sexually transmtted disease, including HV, in each county
and census tract in the state of Washington. The oversight conmttee
shall report to the education and health conmttees of the senate and
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t he house of representatives on the inplenentation of this section at
| east annual ly.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 13. Sections 1 through 11 of this act
constitute a new chapter in Title 70 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 14. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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