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SENATE BI LL 5525

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Haugen, Horn, Jacobsen and Hal e

Read first tine 01/29/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to exenptions from formal conpetitive bidding
procedures for goods and services; and addi ng a new chapter to Title 39
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. For the purposes of this chapter, the term
"muni ci pality" includes every city, county, town, district, or other
public agency thereof that is authorized by law to require the
execution of public work, except drainage districts, diking districts,
di king and drainage inprovenent districts, drainage inprovenent
districts, diking inprovenent districts, consolidated diking and
drai nage inprovenment districts, consolidated drainage inprovenent
districts, <consolidated diking inprovenent districts, irrigation
districts, or any other districts as my from tine to tinme be
authorized by law for the reclamation or developnent of waste or
undevel oped | ands.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. (1) This section provides uniformexenptions
to conpetitive bidding procedures utilized by mnmunicipalities when
awar di ng contracts for purchases of goods and services. The statutes
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governing a specific type of nmunicipality may also include other
exenptions from conpetitive bidding procedures. The purpose of this
section is to supplenent and not to |imt the current powers,
requi renents, or practices of any nunicipality to provide exenptions
from conpetitive bidding procedures.

(2) Conpetitive bidding procedures may be wai ved by the governing
body of the nmunicipality for purchases in which the purchase price may
be best established by direct negotiation, and:

(a) The purchases are clearly and legitimately limted to a single
source of supply;

(b) The purchases involve special facilities or market conditions;
or

(c) The municipality is purchasing insurance or bonds.

(3) The wai ver of conpetitive bidding procedures under subsection
(2) of this section may be by resolution or by the terns of witten
policies adopted by the nunicipality, at the option of the governing
body of the nunicipality. If the governing body elects to waive
conpetitive bidding procedures by the terns of witten policies adopted
by the municipality, imediately after the award of any contract is
made, the contract and the factual basis for the exception nust be
recorded and open to public inspection.

(4) If a resolution is adopted by a governing body to waive
conpetitive bidding procedures under subsection (2) of this section,
the resolution nust recite the factual basis for the exception.

(5) Conpetitive bidding procedures may be wai ved for purchases of
goods and services in the event of an enmergency under section 3 of this
act .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) The governing body of the nunicipality
may designate by resolution a person or persons who shall declare that
an emergency situation exists for the purpose of waiving conpetitive
bi ddi ng requi renments and awardi ng all necessary contracts for purchases
of goods and services on behalf of the nmunicipality to address the
energency situation.

(2) Awitten finding of the existence of an enmergency nust be nade
by the governing body or its designee and duly entered of record.

(3) For enmergency purchases of goods and services of |less than
fifty thousand dollars, the governing body or its designee shall
contact at least three vendors to the extent practicable under the

SB 5525 p. 2



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

NNNNNNRRRRRRRRR R
g » W NP O O 0o ~NO” U D WDN - O

NN
~N O

ci rcunstances and provide them with a scope of work. The governing
body or its designee shall award the purchase to the vendor who best
nmeets the needs of the nmunicipality as outlined in the scope of work.
The designee, if designated, shall nmake a quarterly report to the
governi ng body setting forth for each enmergency purchase, the nanme of
the vendor, a summary of the goods provided, the amount of the
ener gency purchase, and a summary of the witten findi ng made pursuant
to subsection (2) of this section.

(4) In addition to the requirenments of subsection (3) of this
section, for energency purchases that have a value of fifty thousand
dollars or nore, the designee shall, wthin three working days of the
declaration of the energency, report to the governing body the
energency purchases and estimate the time during which energency
contracting procedures wll be used to provide relief from the
emer gency.

(5) Beginning on July 1, 1999, and on July 1st of each succeeding
odd- nunbered year, the dollar limts specifiedinthis section shall be
adjusted as follows: The office of financial managenent shall
calculate such limts by adjusting the previous bienniums limts by
the appropriate federal inflationary index reflecting the rate of
inflation for the previous biennium Such anounts shall be rounded to
t he nearest one hundred doll ars.

(6) An energency is defined for purposes of this chapter as a
situation in which the public interest or property of the nmunicipality
woul d suffer material injury or damage by del ay.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 39 RCW

~-- END ---
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