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SENATE BI LL 5482

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators ke, Hargrove, Swecker, Snyder and Haugen

Read first tine 01/28/97. Referred to Commttee on Natural Resources
& Par ks.

AN ACT Relating to the water-dependent rental fornula for |easing
state aquatic | ands; creating new sections; and decl ari ng an ener gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The wat er-dependent rental forrmula for
| easing state aquatic lands was codified in 1984. It is based in part
on the assessed val ue of uplands used in conjunction with the |eased
aquatic lands. Due to mgjor increases in assessed upland val ues over
the past several vyears, aquatic lands |ease rents have increased
significantly above the general increases in the cost-of-living. This
devel opnent has creat ed undue hardshi ps on | essees and their ability to
operate their businesses and does not pronote water-dependent uses,
navi gation, or comrerce. The |legislature needs to review the water-
dependent rent fornula and ot her aquatic | ands managenent statutes and
determ ne, where appropriate, how they should be changed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The house of representatives and senate
sel ect commttee on aquatic |ands leasing is established to reviewthe
wat er - dependent rental fornula for | easing state aquatic | ands and any
other appropriate matters related to the managenent and | easing of
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state aquatic lands. The conmttee nust be conprised of three nenbers
fromthe house of representatives natural resources commttee and t hree
menbers from the senate natural resources and parks commttee. The
commttee shall seek input frominterested parties to include aquatic
| ands | essees, the departnent of natural resources, port districts,
ot her governnental entities, and the public at large. The commttee
shall report back to the legislature with its findings by January 1,
1998.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. From January 1, 1997, to June 1, 1998, or
when the water-dependent |ease rate formula in RCW 79.90.480 and
79.90.485 is anended in statute, whichever occurs first, the maxi num
rent that may be charged for a | ease of state aquatic |ands cal cul ated
under RCW 79.90.480 and 79.90.485 is the rent in effect for the | ease
on January 1, 1997, plus the increase or decrease in the rent for the
applicable period applying the inflation rate as defined in RCW
79. 90. 465(9) .

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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