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SENATE BI LL 5432

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Horn, Bauer, Jacobsen, Finkbeiner, Wnsley and Cke; by
request of Washington State Library

Read first tinme 01/27/97. Referred to Conmttee on Energy & Uilities.

AN ACT Relating to electronic information access for public
libraries; adding new sections to chapter 27.04 RCW creating new
sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 1. The legislature finds public access to a
wi de variety of information is vital to the effective functioning of
society; public libraries are a primary source for information and
educati onal opportunities; and public libraries serve as centers for
community activity. The |legislature further finds nuch vital
information, including governnment information, is rapidly becom ng
available in electronic forns, and in many cases el ectronic formonly.
Al so, Washi ngtoni ans nust continue to have access to this information
through their local public libraries. Further, the Washington state
library has a responsibility to encourage and facilitate access to
electronic information and to hel p develop local |ibrary service.

To achieve and nmaintain equity of information access state-w de,
the | egi slature intends the users of each public library outlet to have
wal k-in access to electronic information provided by an affordable,
reliable electronic graphical connection, making use of the econom es
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of scale afforded by a centralized, coordinated project. Further, the
| egislature intends collaboration anong WAashington libraries of all
types, the sharing of their various resources, and the whol esale
acqui sition of access to electronic information products be managed and
pronoted through the establishnent of a resource-sharing consortium
proj ect .

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. The state library, in close cooperation with
Washi ngton public libraries, will design and inplenent individualized
| ocal electronic connections on a population ratio basis in all
Washi ngton public library outlets, including, but not necessarily
l[imted to, such expenditures as workstations, telecomunications
connections, technical support, consulting, and training. The design
and inplenentation of the connectivity pilot project includes the
fol |l ow ng consi derati ons:

(1) d ose cooperation anong all project stakehol ders;

(2) Use of related federal, state, local, and private sector
experti se;

(3) Afocus on local circunstances, opportunities, and sol utions;

(4 Mnimzing duplication of effort through centralized and
coor di nat ed support;

(5) Enphasis on state-wi de benefit as well as | ocal benefit; and

(6) To the extent possible, application of technical standards
devel oped by the K-20 telecomrunications oversight and policy
commttee. The state library shall submt a report to the | egislature
on the project no later than Decenmber 1, 1999.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. The state library, in close cooperation with
Washington libraries of all types, shall design and inplenent a pilot
for a resource-sharing consortium including, but not necessarily
limted to, such activities as an information cl eari nghouse, whol esal e
acqui sition of access to electronic information products, hone page,
subject specialty reference, last copy center, materials delivery,

training, and information consulting. Planning for the resource-
sharing project includes a nethod to achieve self-sufficiency before
July 1, 1999. The state library shall submt a report to the

| egi sl ature on the project no |later than Decenber 1, 1999.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. |f specific funding and staff for the
pur poses of section 2 of this act is not provided by June 30, 1997, in
the biennial appropriations act, section 2 of this act is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. |f specific funding and staff for the
pur poses of section 3 of this act is not provided by June 30, 1997, in
the biennial appropriations act, section 3 of this act is null and
voi d.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 2 and 3 of this act are each added
to chapter 27.04 RCW

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. Section 3 of this act expires June 30, 1999.

~-- END ---
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