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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5351

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senate Conmittee on Natural Resources & Parks (originally sponsored
by Senators Benton, Strannigan, ke, Anderson, Swecker, Zarelli and
Rossi )

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Rel ating to small scal e prospecting and m ni ng; addi ng a new
section to chapter 75.20 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that small scale
prospecting and mning is an inportant part of the heritage of the
state. The legislature further finds that small scal e prospecting and
m ning provide econom c benefits to the state, and help to neet the
national security demand and industrial demand for mnerals. The
| egislature further finds that it is critical that small scale mners
and prospectors be allowed access to open public lands in the state.
The legislature further finds that mneral prospecting and m ning
activities can be conducted in a manner that is consistent with fish

habitat and fish-life popul ation. Now, therefore, the legislature
declares that small scale prospecting and mning nust not be
unr easonably regul at ed. The legislature further declares that all

restrictions or regulations of small scale prospecting and mning
activities nust be based on sound scientific evidence and applicable
docunent ati on supporting the need for such restrictions.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.20 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Small scale mneral prospecting using gold pans, mni-rocker
boxes, and nonnotorized sl ui ce boxes shall not require witten approval
under this chapter if the prospecting is conducted in accordance with
provi sions established in the departnent’s nost recent gold and fish
panphl et .

(2) By Decenber 31, 1997, the departnent shall adopt rules to
regul ate small scale mneral prospecting activities subject to this
chapter. The departnment shall develop the rules in cooperation with
the recreational mning community and other interested parties,
including consideration of a general permt for notorized mning
activities.

(3) Wthin two nonths of adoption of the rules, the departnent
shall distribute an updated gold and fish panphlet that describes
met hods of m neral prospecting that are consistent wth the
departnent’s rule. The panphlet shall be witten to clearly indicate
the prospecting nmethods that require witten approval under this
chapter and the prospecting nethods that require conpliance with the

panphl et .

~-- END ---
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