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SENATE BI LL 5344

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl, Long, Brown, Wod, Thi baudeau, Hargrove, MAuliffe,
W nsl ey and Shel don

Read first time 01/23/97. Referred to Commttee on Human Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to training for child care providers; anendi ng RCW
74.13.090; adding new sections to chapter 74.13 RCW creating new
sections; making an appropriation; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The intent of this act is to inprove the
quality of care provided to the children in Washi ngton state by:

(1) Establishing uniformtraining and education requirenments in the
child care industry for personnel in state-licensed child care
facilities;

(2) Devel oping and expanding services and systens to enable all
child care personnel in licensed child care facilities to receive
fundanmental training in early childhood and school-age care and
education; and

(3) Establishing the proper regulatory role of the state in
assuring that delivery of child care is done by properly trained
i ndi vi dual s and busi nesses.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The legislature finds that:
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(1) Licensed child care services are delivered each day to as many
as one hundred sixty thousand children between the ages of six weeks
and twelve years, and that nearly half of Washington famlies wth
chil dren under age six use licensed child care;

(2) The enactnment of federal welfare reform conmbined with the
increase in the nunber of nothers with young children in the work force
means that there will be an increasing need for additional child care
wor ker s;

(3) The need for quality child care is especially acute for | ow
incone famlies;

(4) A statistically significant link exists between a child s
recei pt of high quality care fromadults, especially inachild s early
years, and avoidance of risk factors associated with social and
educational failure;

(5) Most child care workers are paid | ow wages and find training
expenses to be a financial burden;

(6) Mandatory training and educati on, provided in diverse settings,
wll inprove the quality of care provided by child care enpl oyees as
well as help attract and retain nore qualified persons in the child
care industry; and

(7) There are nore than ten thousand child care businesses in
Washi ngton state, many of which are established w thout previous
busi ness experience. Establishnent of a training requirenent for child
care center directors, programsupervisors, and licensed famly chil d-
care providers will inprove nmanagenent and personnel practices and
enhance their chances of having a successful business that provides a
safe and positive environnent for children.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) Any licensee or person enployed at a licensed child care
facility who is counted in neeting departnent-required mnimum staff-
to-child ratios nust successfully conplete and provide docunentation
for twenty clock hours of departnent-approved training or two coll ege
quarter credits in age-appropriate early chil dhood and school -age care
and education based on rules and gui delines adopted by the depart nent
and core conpetencies developed by the child care coordinating
commttee before working with children. This requirenent may be
sati sfied by training approved by the departnent that was taken within
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the five years before |licensure, enploynment, or the effective date of
this section, whichever occurs later.

(b) Until January 1, 2004, the requirenents of this subsection may
be fulfilled within the first six nmonths of enploynent in or new
licensure of a child care facility, except that for persons enpl oyed at
a licensed child care facility or licensed on the effective date of
this section, the requirenents of this subsection may be fulfilled
within the first twelve nonths after the effective date of this
section.

(2) For the purposes of this section and section 4 of this act,
"cl ock hours" neans actual hours spent in instruction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) I'n each year after fulfilling the requirenments of section 3 of
this act, any person enployed at a licensed child care facility who is
counted in neeting department-required mninmum staff-to-child ratios
must successfully conplete and provide docunentation of yearly
depart nent - approved continuing education of a mninmm of ten clock
hours of training or one college quarter credit in age-appropriate
early chil dhood and school -age care and educati on based on rules and
gui del i nes adopt ed by the departnent and core conpet enci es devel oped by
the child care coordinating commttee.

(2) Child care center directors, program supervisors, and famly
child <care licensees nust successfully conplete and provide
docunent ati on of yearly departnent-approved continui ng education of a
m ni mum of ten clock hours of training or one college quarter credit
based on rules and guidelines adopted by the departnent and core
conpet enci es devel oped by the child care coordinating comrittee. Five
cl ock hours of the continuing education shall be in age-appropriate
early chil dhood and school - age care and education, and five cl ock hours
shall be in program managenent and operation. Satisfaction of the
requirenents of this subsection satisfies the requirenents of
subsection (1) of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Before working with children, any |icensee or person enployed at a
licensed child care facility who is counted in neeting departnent-
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required mninmumstaff-to-child ratios nmust successfully conplete and
provide current docunmentation for training based on rules and
gui del i nes adopted by the departnment in: Age-appropriate first aid,
age-appropriate cardiopul nonary resuscitation; HV/AIDS related
condi tions; and bl ood borne pat hogens.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent, in collaboration wth the <child care
coordinating commttee and other community stakehol ders, shall:

(a) Design and adm nister a system for: (1) The approval of
training prograns, including a requirenent that training prograns
include an evaluation conponent; (ii) maintaining a registry for
approved training progranms; and (iii) maintaining a registry of
approved training conpleted by |icensees and child care workers;

(b) Develop an inplenentation strategy enabling child care workers
and adm nistrators to neet the training required under sections 3
through 5 of this act;

(c) Ensure that training resources for the early childhood and
school -age care and education profession are coordinated and used
efficiently;

(d) Develop a systemfor tracking the approved training conpleted
by persons under sections 3 through 5 of this act;

(e) Devel op and adm nister a system for the approval of training
prograns and mai ntenance of a registry of approved trainings; and

(f) Develop and admnister a program providing scholarships,
grants, loans, or other subsidies to | owincone persons for the purpose
of receiving approved training.

(2) The departnent may contract with public or private entities to
provide services wth regard to the naintenance of registries for
training prograns and child care workers.

(3) Training approved by the departnment nmay be provided by a
communi ty-based entity or an institution of higher education.

Sec. 7. RCW 74.13.090 and 1995 c¢ 399 s 204 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) There is established a child care coordinating comrmttee to
provide coordination and conmunication between state agencies
responsi ble for child care and early chil dhood educati on services. The
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child care coordinating commnttee shall be conposed of not ((+ess—than
seventeen—nor)) nore than ((th+ty-—three)) thirty-seven nenbers who
shal | i ncl ude:

(a) One representative each from_

(i) The departnment of social and health services((y)) .
i The departnent of comunity, trade, and econom c

((b)Y—©Ene—+epresentativefrom) (iii) The departnment of |abor and
i ndustri es;

( ({e)—Cne—representative—fron)) (iv) The departnent of revenue;

((H)—OCne—representative—Ffron)) (v) The enploynent security
depart nent;

(({e)—One—representativef+ronm) (vi) The department of personnel

((H—©6nre—representativefrom) (vii) The departnment of health
((€¢))) (viii) The office of the superintendent of public

i nstruction;
(ix) The higher education coordinating board;
(x) The state board for community and technical colleges; and
(xi) Any other agency having responsibility for requlation,
provision, or funding of child care services in the state;
(b) At |east one representative each of .

(i) Fam |y hone child care providers ((and-onre+epresentativeof)) .
(ii) Center care providers;

((h—At—teast—one—representative—eof)) (iii) Early childhood

devel opnent experts;

((H)—At—east—oene—representative—of)) (iv) School districts and
teachers involved in the provision of <child care and preschool
pr ogr amns;

((H)—At—teast—oene)) (v) Parent education specialists;

((Hk)—At—-teast—one—representative—of)) (vi) Resource and referral
progr amns;

((H—©ne)) (wvii) Pediatric or other health professional;

((M—At-teast—onerepresentativeof)) (viii) College or university

child care providers;

( () —At—teast—one—representative—of)) (ix) A citizen group

concerned with child care;

((e)—At—teast—one—+epresentative—of)) (x) A | abor organization;
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((p)—At—teast—one—representative—of)) (xi) A head start - early

chi | dhood educati on assi stance program agency;

(((—A+—teast—oene)) (xii) Enployers who provide((s)) child care
assi stance to enpl oyees;

(()y)) (xiii) Parents ((eft—ehidren—receiving—or—n—need—of
ehiH-d—ecare—half—of—whoem—shall—be—parents)) needing or receiving
subsi di zed child care ((and—-halft—of—whemshal—be)); and

(xiv) Parents needing or receiving child care who are able to pay
for child care.

The naned state agencies shall select their representative to the
child care coordinating conmttee. The ((departrent—ef—soctal—and
health—servieces)) conmttee shall select the remaining nenbers,
considering recomendations from lists submtted by professional
associations and other interest groups ((urtiHH—sueh—tire—as—the
commttee—adopts—arnenber—seleetion—proeeess)). The departnent shal
use any federal funds which nmay becone available to acconplish the
pur poses of RCW 74.13. 085 t hrough 74.13. 095.

The commttee shall elect officers from anong its nmenbership and
shal | adopt policies and procedures specifying the | engths of terns,
met hods for filling vacancies, and other matters necessary to the

ongoi ng functioning of the commttee. ((Fhe—seeretary—of——soctal—and
healtd . hall . hai e : I
adepted—poletes—and—eleeted—a—chat+r—acecordingly)) Child care
coordi nating commttee nenbers shall be reinbursed for travel expenses
as provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(2) To the extent possible within avail able funds, the child care
coordinating commttee shall

(a) Serve as an advisory coordinator for all state agencies
responsi ble for early childhood or child care prograns for the purpose
of i nproving communi cation and interagency coordination;

(b) Annually review state prograns and nmake recommendations to the
agencies and the legislature which will maximze funding and pronote
furtherance of the policies set forth in RCW74. 13.085. Reports shall
be provided to ((aH—appreopriate——commttees—of)) the legislature by
Decenber 1 of each year. At a mninumthe comnmttee shall:

(1) Review and propose changes to the child care subsidy system
( (+HA—ts—DPecenber—1989—+eport)) ;

(1i1) Review alternative nodels for child care service systens, in
the context of the policies set forth in RCW74.13.085, and recomend
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tothe |l egislature ((a+new)) possible changes to the child care service
structure; and

(iii) Review ((eptions—andrneake+recomrendations—onthefeastbity

: Blishi ¥ . : I  eititi I .
state—butdings)) and recommend nodels for financing the child care
systemto pronote affordable, accessible, and quality child care;

(c) Review the departnent’s ((ef—seetral—and—health——services))
adm nistration of the child care expansion grant program described in
RCW 74. 13. 095;

(d) Review rules and policies regarding child care facilities and
servi ces ((foer—the—purpose—of—identiifying—these—whieh)) to pronote
guality of care while avoiding rules and policies that may
unnecessarily obstruct the availability and affordability of child care
in the state;

(e) Advise and assist the office of <child care policy in
i npl enenting ((his—er—her)) its duties under RCW 74.13. 0903;

(f) Performother functions to inprove the quantity and quality of
child care in the state, including conpliance with existing and future
prerequisites for federal funding; and

(g Advise and assist the departnent of personnel in its
responsibility for establishing policies and procedures that provide
for the devel opnent of quality child care prograns for state enpl oyees.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 8. (1) The sum of one mllion eight hundred
seventy-five thousand dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary,
is appropriated for the bienniumendi ng June 30, 1999, fromthe general
fund to the departnment of social and health services for the purposes
of inplenenting this act.

(2) The appropriation in this section is subject to the follow ng
conditions and limtations:

(a) One hundred thousand dollars of the appropriation is provided
solely for inplenentation of sections 3 and 4 of this act;

(b) One mlIlion two hundred seventy-five thousand dollars of the
appropriation is provided solely for inplenentation of section 6 of
this act; and

(c) Five hundred thousand dollars of the appropriation is provided
solely for scholarships, grants, |oans, or other subsidies for |ow
i ncome persons, who are legal residents of the United States, for the
pur pose of receiving approved training. The departnment of social and
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