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S-1409.1

SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5332

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Energy & Utilities (originally sponsored by
Senat ors Fi nkbei ner, Strannigan, Schow and Benton)

Read first tine 02/ 24/ 97.

AN ACT Rel ating to multi nedi a ki osks of the Washi ngton information
network; anending RCW 43.105.290; adding a new section to chapter
43. 105 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the forty-eight
el ectronic kiosks throughout the state that conprise part of the
Washi ngton information network have played an inportant role in
furthering the goal s of RCW43. 105. 250 by ensuring el ectroni c access to
government services and information to citizens who | ack access to hone
conputers or electronic network services, to citizens who |ack
technical or literacy skills to use conputers, and to citizens with
disabilities. However, the legislature further finds that given the
rapi d advances in networking technol ogy, these el ectronic kiosks may
not be the nost cost-effective, long-termtechnol ogy through which to
of fer public electronic access. The | egislature recogni zes the efforts
of the departnent of information services in exploring and devel opi ng
nore cost-effective successor technologies and applications for the
el ectronic delivery of government services and information.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 43.105 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall not expend any funds to increase the
nunber of el ectronic ki osks in the Washi ngton i nformati on network. For
the purposes of this section "electronic kiosks" means public
el ectronic access termnals, simlar to those depl oyed on the effective
date of this section, that rely on dedicated circuits and that do not
provide for internet connectivity or financial transactions. Thi s
section does not prohibit the departnment from expending funds to
mai ntain or operate the currently depl oyed ki osks on an interimbasis
as it develops electronic information access services through
technol ogies that the departnent deens nore efficient and
cost-effective.

(2) The departnent shall report to the appropriate |egislative
comm ttees by January 1, 1998, on devel opnents i n networ ki ng technol ogy
as they relate to the Washi ngton i nformati on network, including the use
of the honme, library, and office-based work stations to provide public
el ectronic access to governnment services and information, and on the
departnment’s efforts to develop and inplenent cost-effective
alternative or successor technologies for the public electronic
delivery of such services and infornmation.

Sec. 3. RCW 43.105.290 and 1996 ¢ 171 s 13 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The state library, wth the assistance of the departnent of
informati on services and the state archives, shall establish a pilot
project to design and test an electronic information |ocator system
all ow ng nenbers of the public to | ocate and access el ectronic public
records. In designing the system the followng factors shall be
consi der ed: (1) Ease of operation by citizens; (2) access through
mul ti ple technol ogies, such as direct dial and toll-free nunbers,
ki osks and successor technologies, and the internet; (3) conpatibility
with private on-line services; and (4) capability of expanding the
el ectronic public records included in the system The pilot project
may restrict the type and quality of electronic public records that are
included in the systemto test the feasibility of making electronic
public records and information widely available to the public.
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