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S-0485. 3

SENATE BI LL 5301

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Thi baudeau, Anderson, Heavey, Wjahn and Koh

Read first tine 01/22/97. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to excessive charges for services because of the
custoner’ s gender; anmendi ng RCW19. 86.090; and adding a new section to
chapter 19.86 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 19.86 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) This act shall be known, and may be cited, as "the gender
equity in pricing act of 1997."

(2) It is unlawful for any person to charge nore for a service
because of a person’s gender.

(3) Nothing in subsection (2) of this section prohibits price
di fferences based specifically upon the anount of tinme, difficulty, or
cost of providing a service.

Sec. 2. RCW 19. 86. 090 and 1987 c¢ 202 s 187 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any person who is injured in his or her business or property by a
viol ation of RCW 19.86.020, 19.86.030, 19.86.040, 19.86.050, ((eF))
19.86.060, or section 1 of this act, or any person so injured because
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he or she refuses to accede to a proposal for an arrangenent which, if

consunmmated, would be in violation of RCW 19.86.030, 19.86.040,

19.86.050, ((er)) 19.86.060, or section 1 of this act, nmay bring a
civil action in the superior court to enjoin further violations, to
recover the actual damages sustained by himor her, or both, together

with the costs of the suit, including a reasonable attorney’s fee, and
the court may in its discretion, increase the award of danmages to an
anount not to exceed three times the actual danmages sustained:

PROVI DED, That such increased danmage award for violation of RCW
19. 86. 020 nay not exceed ten thousand dollars: PROVIDED FURTHER, That

such person may bring a civil action in the district court to recover

his or her actual damages, except for danages which exceed the anobunt

specified in RCW 3.66.020, and the costs of the suit, including
reasonabl e attorney’'s fees. The district court may, inits discretion,

i ncrease the award of damages to an anount not nore than three tines

t he actual damages sustai ned, but such increased damage award shal |l not

exceed the anount specified in RCW3.66.020. For the purpose of this

section "person"” shall include the counties, nunicipalities, and all

political subdivisions of this state.

Whenever the state of Wshington is injured by reason of a
viol ati on of RCW19. 86. 030, 19.86.040, 19.86.050, or 19.86.060, it may
sue therefor in the superior court to recover the actual damages
sustained by it and to recover the costs of the suit including a
reasonabl e attorney’s fee.

~-- END ---
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