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S-0782.1

SENATE BI LL 5275

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Swecker

Read first tinme 01/21/97. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Envi ronnent .

AN ACT Relating to permt exenptions for small water w thdrawal s;
and anendi ng RCW 90. 44. 035 and 90. 44. 050.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW90.44.035 and 1987 c¢ 109 s 107 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( (Fer—purpoeses—of—this—chapter)) The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires
ot herw se:

(1) "Departnent" neans the departnent of ecol ogy;

(2) "Director"” means the director of ecol ogy;

(3) "Gound waters" neans all waters that exist beneath the |and
surface or beneath the bed of any stream |ake or reservoir, or other
body of surface water within the boundaries of this state, whatever may
be the geol ogical formation or structure in which such water stands or
flows, percolates or otherw se noves. There is a recognized
di stinction between natural ground water and artificially stored ground
wat er ;

(4) "Natural ground water" nmeans water that exists in underground
storage ow ng wholly to natural processes; ((and))

p. 1 SB 5275



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[
o

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

(5 "Artificially stored ground water" neans water that is nade
avai |l abl e i n underground storage artificially, either intentionally, or
incidentally to irrigation and that otherwise would have been
di ssi pated by natural waste;

(6) "G oup donestic" neans nmultiunit residential housing for which
the internal use is determ ned by the resident and the external use is
determ ned by the managenent authority; and

(7) "Wthdrawal" neans the extraction of water from the ground,
regardl ess of the technology used in the extraction, conveyance, and
delivery of that water

Sec. 2. RCW 90. 44. 050 and 1987 c¢ 109 s 108 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

After June 6, 1945, no w thdrawal of public ground waters of the
state shall be begun, nor shall any well or other works for such
w t hdrawal be constructed, unless an application to appropriate such
wat ers has been made to the departnent and a permt has been granted by
it as herein provided: EXCEPT, HOANEVER, That any w t hdrawal of public
ground waters for stock-watering purposes, or for the watering of a
lawn, or for the watering of a nonconmmercial garden not exceedi ng one-
half acre in area, or for single or group donmestic uses in an anobunt
not exceeding five thousand gallons a day, or for an industrial purpose
i n an anobunt not exceeding five thousand gall ons a day, is and shall be
exenpt fromthe provisions of this section, but, to the extent that it
is regularly used beneficially, shall be entitled to a right equal to
that established by a permt issued under the provisions of this
chapter: PROVI DED, HOANEVER, That the departnent fromtime to tinme may
require the person or agency neking any such small wthdrawal to
furnish information as to the neans for and the quantity of that
wi t hdrawal : PROVI DED, FURTHER, That at the option of the party making
wi t hdrawal s of ground waters of the state not exceeding five thousand
gal | ons per day, applications under this section or declarations under
RCW90. 44. 090 may be filed and permts and certificates obtained inthe
same manner and under the sane requirenents as is in this chapter
provided in the case of wthdrawal s i n excess of five thousand gall ons
a day. No single donestic use may be denied the right to withdraw up
to five thousand gallons per day w thout the need of a permt.

~-- END ---
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