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SENATE BI LL 5232

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senat ors Wod, Prentice, Deccio, Franklin, Fairley, Thi baudeau, Koh
and McAuliffe

Read first tinme 01/20/97. Referred to Commttee on Health & Long-Term
Car e.

AN ACT Relating to conpletion of prescriptive authority for
advanced registered nurse practitioners; anending RCW 18.79. 050,
18. 79. 240, and 18.79.250; adding a new section to chapter 18.79 RCW
creating new sections; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The | egislature recogni zes that advanced
regi stered nurse practitioners have a vital role in the delivery of
health care in Wshington state. Nurse practitioners practice
i ndependently within their specialty in a variety of health care
settings and currently are authorized to prescribe |egend drugs and
Schedule V controlled substances. Allowing nurse practitioners to
practice w thout restrictions on their prescribing authority wll
benefit Washington residents by inproving tinely access to care and
decreasing health care costs by avoiding unnecessary duplication of
servi ces. In addition, it wll place direct responsibility and
liability in the hands of persons nmaki ng nedi cati on decisions, nurse
practitioners.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. By July 1, 1997, the Washington state
nursing care quality assurance conm ssion shall create a tenporary
advisory conmttee to assist the commssion in nonitoring the
inpl ementation of this act. Menbership on the advisory comittee
i ncl udes three advanced regi stered nurse practitioners |icensed under
chapter 18.79 RCW with five years’ active clinical experience, wth
prescriptive authority, to be selected by the Washi ngton state nursing
care qual ity assurance conm ssi on; one physician |icensed under chapter
18.71 RCW who shall also be a nenber of the Washi ngton state nedi cal
qual ity assurance conm ssion; a pharmaci st |icensed under chapter 18.64
RCW who shall al so be a nenber of the state board of pharmacy; and the
executive directors for their respective comm ssions and boards who
shall sit ex officio.

The advi sory comm ttee shall nonitor the inplenentation of this act
to include disciplinary trends, prescribing patterns, or any other
reasonably related issues, and will nmeet at intervals as determ ned
necessary by the Washington state nursing care quality assurance
conmi ssi on.

The Washington state nursing care quality assurance comm Ssion
shal |l prepare a report to the |egislature, due January 1, 2000, on the
i npl ementation of this act. Upon conpletion of the report, the
advi sory conmmttee is term nated.

Each comm ttee nenber shall be conpensated in accordance with RCW
43. 03. 240 and shall be paid travel expenses when away from hone as
provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 18.79 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The di spensi ng of Schedules Il through IV controll ed substances is
limted to a maxi mum of a seventy-two-hour supply of the prescribed
control |l ed substance.

Sec. 4. RCW18.79.050 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 405 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

"Advanced regi stered nursing practice" neans t he perfornmance of the
acts of a registered nurse and the performance of an expanded role in
provi di ng health care services as recogni zed by the nedi cal and nursi ng
prof essi ons, the scope of which is defined by rule by the comm ssion.
Upon approval by the conm ssion, an advanced registered nurse
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practitioner may prescribe |legend drugs and controlled substances
contained in Schedules 11 through V of the Uniform Controlled
Subst ances Act, chapter 69.50 RCW

Nothing in this section prohibits a person from practicing a
profession for which a license has been issued under the laws of this
state or specifically authorized by any other law of the state of
Washi ngt on.

This section does not prohibit (1) the nursing care of the sick,
wi t hout conpensation, by an unlicensed person who does not hol d hinsel f
or herself out to be an advanced regi stered nurse practitioner, or (2)
the practice of registered nursing by a licensed registered nurse or
the practice of l|icensed practical nursing by a licensed practica
nur se.

Sec. 5. RCW18.79.240 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 424 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Inthe context of the definition of registered nursing practice
and advanced registered nursing practice, this chapter shall not be
construed as:

(a) Prohibiting the incidental care of the sick by donestic
servants or persons primarily enpl oyed as housekeepers, so | ong as t hey
do not practice registered nursing within the neaning of this chapter;

(b) Preventing a person fromthe donestic adm nistration of famly
remedi es or the furnishing of nursing assistance in case of energency;

(c) Prohibiting the practice of nursing by students enrolled in
approved schools as nmay be incidental to their course of study or
prohi biting the students from working as nursing aides;

(d) Prohibiting auxiliary services provi ded by persons carryi ng out
duti es necessary for the support of nursing services, including those
duties that involve mnor nursing services for persons perfornmed in
hospi tal s, nursing honmes, or el sewhere under the direction of |icensed
physi ci ans or the supervision of |icensed registered nurses;

(e) Prohibiting the practice of nursing inthis state by a legally
qual i fied nurse of another state or territory whose engagenent requires
hi mor her to acconpany and care for a patient tenporarily residing in
this state during the period of one such engagenent, not to exceed six
months in length, if the person does not represent or hold hinself or
herself out as a registered nurse licensed to practice in this state;
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(f) Prohibiting nursing or care of the sick, with or wthout
conpensation, when done in connection wth the practice of the
religious tenets of a church by adherents of the church so | ong as they
do not engage in the practice of nursing as defined in this chapter;

(g) Prohibiting the practice of a legally qualified nurse of
another state who is enployed by the United States governnent or a
bureau, division, or agency thereof, while in the discharge of his or
her official duties;

(h) Permtting the neasurenment of the powers or range of human
vision, or the determ nation of the accommobdati on and refractive state
of the human eye or the scope of its functions in general, or the
fitting or adaptation of lenses for the aid thereof;

(1) Permtting the prescribing or directing the use of, or using,
an optical device in connection wth ocul ar exerci ses, visual training,
vision training, or orthoptics;

(j) Permtting the prescribing of contact |enses for, or the
fitting and adaptati on of contact |enses to, the human eye;

(k) Prohibiting the performance of routine visual screening;

(I') Permtting the practice of dentistry or dental hygiene as
defined in chapters 18.32 and 18.29 RCW respectively;

(m Permtting the practice of chiropractic as defined in chapter
18. 25 RCWi ncl udi ng the adjustnment or mani pul ati on of the articulation
of the spine;

(n) Permtting the practice of podiatric nedicine and surgery as
defined in chapter 18.22 RCW

(o) Permtting the performance of major surgery, except such m nor
surgery as the comm ssion may have specifically authorized by rule
adopted in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW

(p) Permtting the prescribing of controll ed substances as defi ned
in Schedule((s)) | ((t+hreugh—+V¥)) of the UniformControlled Substances
Act, chapter 69.50 RCW (;—=exeept—as—provided—n—(r)—of—this
subseetion));

(q) Prohibiting the determ nati on and pronouncenent of death;

(r) Prohibiting advanced regi stered nurse practitioners, approved
by the commssion as certified registered nurse anesthetists from
sel ecting, ordering, or adm nistering controll ed substances as defi ned
in Schedules Il through IV of the Uniform Controlled Substances Act,
chapter 69.50 RCW consistent with their conm ssi on-recogni zed scope of
practice; subject to facility-specific protocols, and subject to a
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request for certified registered nurse anestheti st anesthesia services
i ssued by a physician |icensed under chapter 18. 71 RCW an osteopathic
physi cian and surgeon |icensed under chapter 18.57 RCW a denti st
i censed under chapter 18.32 RCW or a podiatric physician and surgeon
i censed under chapter 18.22 RCW the authority to select, order, or

adm ni ster Schedule Il through 1V controlled substances being limted
to those drugs that are to be directly admnistered to patients who
require anesthesia for diagnostic, operati ve, obstetrical, or

t herapeutic procedures in a hospital, clinic, anbulatory surgical
facility, or the office of a practitioner |Iicensed under chapter 18.71
18.22, 18.36, 18.36A, 18.57, 18.57A, or 18.32 RCW "sel ect" neaning the
deci si on- maki ng process of choosing a drug, dosage, route, and tinme of
adm ni stration; and "order" neaning the process of directing |licensed
individuals pursuant to their statutory authority to directly
adm ni ster a drug or to di spense, deliver, or distribute a drug for the
purpose of direct admnistration to a patient, under instructions of
the certified registered nurse anesthetist. "Protocol"” neans a
stat enent regardi ng practice and docunentati on concerni ng such itens as
categories of patients, categories of nedications, or categories of
procedures rat her than detail ed case-specific fornmulas for the practice
of nurse anest hesi a.

(2) In the context of the definition of licensed practical nursing
practice, this chapter shall not be construed as:

(a) Prohibiting the incidental care of the sick by donestic
servants or persons primarily enpl oyed as housekeepers, so | ong as t hey
do not practice practical nursing within the neaning of this chapter;

(b) Preventing a person fromthe donestic adm nistration of famly
remedi es or the furnishing of nursing assistance in case of energency;

(c) Prohibiting the practice of practical nursing by students
enrolled in approved schools as may be incidental to their course of
study or prohibiting the students from working as nursing assistants;

(d) Prohibiting auxiliary services provi ded by persons carryi ng out
duties necessary for the support of nursing services, including those
duties that involve mnor nursing services for persons perfornmed in
hospi tal s, nursing honmes, or el sewhere under the direction of |licensed
physi ci ans or the supervision of |icensed regi stered nurses;

(e) Prohibiting or preventing the practice of nursinginthis state
by a legally qualified nurse of another state or territory whose
engagenent requires him or her to acconpany and care for a patient
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tenporarily residing in this state during the period of one such
engagenent, not to exceed six nonths in length, if the person does not
represent or hold hinself or herself out as a |icensed practical nurse
licensed to practice in this state;

(f) Prohibiting nursing or care of the sick, with or wthout
conpensation, when done in connection wth the practice of the
religious tenets of a church by adherents of the church so | ong as they
do not engage in licensed practical nurse practice as defined in this
chapter;

(g) Prohibiting the practice of a legally qualified nurse of
another state who is enployed by the United States governnent or any
bureau, division, or agency thereof, while in the discharge of his or
her official duties.

Sec. 6. RCW18.79. 250 and 1994 sp.s. ¢ 9 s 425 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

An advanced regi stered nurse practitioner under his or her license
may perform for conpensation nursing care, as that termis usually
understood, of the ill, injured, or infirm and in the course thereof,
she or he may do the following things that shall not be done by a
person not so licensed, except as provided in RCW 18.79.260 and
18. 79. 270:

(1) Perform specialized and advanced l|evels of nursing as
recogni zed jointly by the nmedical and nursing professions, as defined
by the comm ssi on;

(2) Prescribe |legend drugs and Schedules Il through V controlled
substances, as defined in the Uniform Controlled Substances Act,
chapter 69.50 RCW wthin the scope of practice defined by the
conmmi ssi on;

(3) Performall acts provided in RCW 18. 79. 260;

(4) Hold herself or hinself out to the public or designate herself
or hinself as an advanced regi stered nurse practitioner or as a nurse
practitioner.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. Sections 1 and 3 through 6 of this act take
ef fect January 1, 1998.
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