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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5194

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Comm ttee on Transportation (originally sponsored by Senators
Long, Haugen and Wod)

Read first tinme 03/03/97.

AN ACT Relating to vehicles that have been rebuilt from sal vage;
amendi ng RCW46. 32. 005, 46.12. 040, and 46.12.075; addi ng a new section
to chapter 46.32 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA46.32.005 and 1993 ¢ 403 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

For the purpose of this chapter:.

(1) "Commercial notor vehicle" neans a self-propelled or towed
vehi cl e designed or used to transport passengers or property, if the
vehi cl e:

((£2))) (a) Has a gross vehicle weight rating or gross conbination
wei ght rating of ten thousand one or nore pounds;

((£2)) (b) Is designed to transport sixteen or nore passengers,
including the driver; or

((63))) (c) Is transporting hazardous materials and is required to
be identified by a placard in accordance with 49 CF. R Sec. 172.500-
.560 (1991) ((+)) i
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(2) A recreational vehicle used for noncomrerci al purposes i s not
consi dered a commerci al notor vehicle. "Recreational vehicle" includes
a vehicle towng a horse trailer for a noncomercial purpose; and

(3) "Structural integrity inspection" neans an inspection of a
sal vage vehicle, as authorized by the Wishington state patrol, to
ensure that the frame and ot her conponents integral to the structure of
t he vehicle have been reconstructed or repaired in a manner that neets
aut onotive industry standards.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.32 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Structural integrity inspections may be conducted only by
privately owned autobody repair shops that are certified by the
Washi ngton state patrol to performthe inspections.

(2) To receive certification to perform structural integrity
i nspections, the autobody repair shop nust:

(a) Be properly licensed, bonded, and insured; and

(b) Possess the ability, including facilities, equipnent, and
personnel, to acconplish the inspections.

(3) Technicians conducting the i nspections nust have: (a) At |east
five years of practical experience; (b) autonotive service excellence
(ASE) certification for structural neasurenent and correction, or
equi valent certification approved by the state patrol; and (c)
conpleted a series of collision repair classes sanctioned or provided
by the interindustry conference on auto collision repair (1-CAR). The
Washi ngton state patrol shall determ ne which classes are required and
may accept equivalent training classes to neet this requirenent.

(4) The Washington state patrol shall set a fee schedule to
adequately cover the cost of the structural integrity inspections. The
busi ness perform ng the inspection shall charge the fee to the person
or business requesting the inspection and shall retain the fee so
col | ect ed.

(5 A person or business performng a structural integrity
inspection is not required to check conponents unrelated to the
structural integrity of the vehicle.

(6) A docunent describing the structural integrity inspection
program or certificate issued under this section nust include a
statenent conveying that such an inspection is limted to structural
conponents of the vehicle and does not ensure the overall safety of a
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vehicle, and recommending that the consuner have the nonstructura
conponents of the vehicle inspected to ensure the safety of the
vehi cl e.

(7) The departnent or the Washington state patrol may adopt rul es
requiring a person or business requesting a structural integrity
i nspection to provide photos depicting the original danmage to the
vehi cl e.

(8 A Dbusiness certified to perform structural integrity
i nspections may not perform an inspection under this section on a
vehicle owned or rebuilt by the business or any enployee of the
busi ness.

Sec. 3. RCWA46.12.040 and 1990 c¢c 238 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The application acconpani ed by a draft, noney order, certified bank
check, or cash for one dollar and twenty-five cents, together with the
| ast preceding certificates or other satisfactory evidence of
owner ship, shall be forwarded to the director

The fee shall be in addition to any other fee for the I|icense
regi stration of the vehicle. The certificate of ownership shall not be
required to be renewed annual ly, or at any other tine, except as by | aw
provi ded.

In addition to the application fee and any other fee for the
license registration of a vehicle, there shall be collected fromthe
applicant an inspection fee whenever a physical exam nation of the
vehicle is required as a part of the vehicle licensing or titling
process.

For vehicles previously registered in any other state or country,
the inspection fee shall be fifteen dollars and shall be deposited in
the notor vehicle fund. For all other vehicles requiring a physical
exam nation, the inspection fee shall be twenty dollars and shall be
deposited in the notor vehicle fund. For vehicles that have received
a structural integrity inspection, an additional fee of five dollars
shall be collected and shall be deposited in the notor vehicle fund to
cover the costs to administer the structural integrity inspection

program

Sec. 4. RCW 46. 12. 075 and 1996 ¢ 26 s 3 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) Effective January 1, 1997, the departnent shall issue a unique
certificate of ownership and certificate of license registration, as
required by chapter 46.16 RCW for vehicles that are rebuilt after
becom ng a sal vage vehicle. Each certificate shall conspicuously
display across its front, a word indicating that the vehicle was
rebuilt.

(2) Beginning January 1, 1997, upon inspection of a sal vage vehicle
that has been rebuilt under RCW 46.12.030, the state patrol shall
securely affix or inscribe a marking at the driver’s door latch pillar
i ndicating that the vehicle has previously been destroyed or decl ared
a total |oss.

(3) Effective July 1, 1998, the departnent may not issue a
certificate of ownership or registration for a salvage vehicle unless
the vehicle has passed a structural integrity inspection defined and
descri bed under chapter 46.32 RCW The inspection is not required for
flood vehicles or for recovered stolen vehicles for which the cost of
parts and | abor plus the sal vage value do not neke it uneconom cal to
repair the vehicle. For purposes of this subsection, the term"sal vage
vehi cl e" defined under RCW46.12. 005 does not exclude a vehicle of any
age that, at the tine of application for a certificate of ownership,
has an average wholesale value greater than seventy-five hundred
dollars, after adjusting for nileage and without adjustnent for
optional equipnent, according to the national autonobile dealers
associ ation book or simlar publication as determ ned by the WAshi ngton
state patrol. This subsection does not affect the authority of the
departnent of |abor and industries to require or perform inspections
under chapter 43.22 RCW

(4) It is a class C felony for a person to renove the marking
prescribed in subsection (2) of this section.

((4))) (5) The departnent and the Washington state patrol may
adopt rules as necessary to inplenent this section.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. By January 1, 1998, the WAshington state
patrol shall present to the legislative transportation conmttee and
the office of financial nmnagenent a progress report on the
inpl ementation of the structural integrity inspection program
including, but not I|limted to, the proposed fee schedule, other
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1 proposed rules, and recommendations for any |legislation necessary to
2 inplenent the program

~-- END ---
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