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SENATE BI LL 5129

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Fairley, Prentice, Fraser, Kohl, Thibaudeau
Pel z, Wbj ahn, Shel don, Spanel, Goings and Patterson

Read first tine 01/16/97. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to access to firearns by mnors; adding a new
section to chapter 9.41 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 9.41 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as provided in this section, a person shall not store or
keep a | oaded firearmon prem ses under his or her control if he or she
knows or reasonably should know that a mnor is likely to gain access
to the firearm w thout: (a) The lawful perm ssion of the mnor’s
parent or the person having charge of the mnor; or (b) the supervision
required by | aw

(2) This section does not apply if:

(a) The firearm was stored or left in a securely |ocked box or
cont ai ner;

(b) The firearmis kept in a location that a reasonable person
woul d have believed to be secure;

(c) The firearmis secured with a trigger |ock; or

(d) The m nor obtains the firearmas a result of an unlawful entry
by any person.
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(3)(a) It is a msdeneanor if a person violates subsection (1) of
this section and, as a result thereof, a mnor gains access to a
firearmand possesses or exhibits it, without the supervision required
by | aw

(i) I'n a public place; or

(1i) In a reckless or crimnally negligent manner.

(b) It is aclass Cfelony if a person violates subsection (1) of
this section and, as a result thereof, a mnor gains access to a
firearmand uses it toinflict injury or death upon hinself or herself,
or any ot her person.

(4) As used in this section, "mnor" neans a person under the age
of sixteen.

~-- END ---
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