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SENATE BI LL 5123

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Kohl, Long, Hargrove, Franklin, Zarelli, Wnsley, Goings,
ke and Schow

Read first time 01/ 15/97. Referred to Commttee on Human Services &
Corrections.

AN ACT Relating to the placenent of sexually aggressive youth;
addi ng a new section to chapter 13.40 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the placenent of
children and youth in state-operated or state-funded residential
facilities nust be done in such a manner as to protect children who are
vul nerable to sexual victimzation from youth who are sexually

aggr essi ve. To achieve this purpose, the legislature intends the
departnment of social and health services to develop a policy for
assessing sexual aggressiveness and vulnerability to sexual

victim zation of children and youth who are placed i n state-operated or
state-funded residential facilities.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 13.40 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall inplenment a policy for protecting children
pl aced i n state-operated or state-funded residential facilities who are
vul nerable to sexual victimzation by other youth placed in those
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facilities who are sexually aggressive. The policy shall include, at
a mnimm the follow ng el enents:

(a) Devel opnent and use of an assessnment process for determ ning
when a youth is sexually aggressive for the purposes of this section.
The assessnent process need not require that every youth who is
adj udi cated or convicted of a sex offense as defined in RCW9. 94A 030
be determined to be sexually aggressive, nor shall a sex offense
adj udi cati on or conviction be required in order to determne a youthis
sexual |y aggressive. | nstead, the assessnent process shall consider
the individual circunstances of the youth, including his or her age,
physi cal size, sexual abuse history, nental and enotional condition,
and ot her factors rel evant to sexual aggressiveness. The definition of
"sexual |y aggressive youth”" in RCW 74.13.075 does not apply to this
section to the extent that it conflicts with this section;

(b) Devel opnment and use of an assessnment process for determ ning
when a child my be vulnerable to victimzation by a sexually
aggressive youth for the purposes of this section. The assessnent
process shall consider the individual circunstances of the child,
i ncluding his or her age, physical size, sexual abuse history, nental
and enotional condition, and other factors relevant to vulnerability;

(c) Devel opnent and use of placenent criteria to avoid assigning
youth who are assessed as sexually aggressive to the sanme sl eeping
quarters as children assessed as vul nerable to sexual victim zation,
except that they may be assigned to the sane nultipl e-person dormtory
if the dormtory is regularly nonitored by visual surveillance
equi pnent or staff checks;

(d) Devel opnent and use of procedures for mnimzing, wthin
avai | abl e funds, unsupervi sed contact in state-operated or state-funded
residential facilities between youth assessed as sexual ly aggressive
and children assessed as vulnerable to sexual victimzation. The
procedures shall include prohibiting any youth commtted under this
chapter who is assessed as sexually aggressive from entering any
sl eeping quarters other than the one to which he or she is assigned,
unl ess acconpani ed by an authori zed supervi sor.

(2) For the purposes of this section, the follow ng ternms have the
fol | ow ng neani ngs:

(a) "Sleeping quarters” nmeans the bedroons or other roonms within a
| arger hone or residential facility where youth are assigned to sl eep.
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(b) "Unsupervised contact" neans contact occurring outside the
sight or hearing of a responsible adult for nore than a reasonable
period of time under the circunstances.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 3. The departnment of social and health services
shall report to the | egislature by Decenber 1, 1997, on the foll ow ng:
(1) Devel opnent of the assessnent process for determ ning when a youth
is sexual |y aggressive for the purposes of this act; (2) devel opnent of
t he assessnent process for determ ning when a child may be vul nerabl e
to victimzation by a sexually aggressive youth for the purposes of
this act; (3) developnent of the placenent criteria and procedures
requi red under section 2(1)(c) and (d) of this act; and (4) the
operational and fiscal inpacts of extending the requirenments of section
2 of this act to all state-funded or state-operated residential
facilities where children are placed by the departnent pursuant to
chapters 13. 32A, 13.34, 70.96A, and 71. 34 RCW

NEWSECTION. Sec. 4. The policy devel oped under section 2 of this
act shall be inplemented wthin the juvenile rehabilitation
adm ni stration by January 1, 1998.

~-- END ---

p. 3 SB 5123



