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SENATE BI LL 5091

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Roach, Swecker and W nsl ey

Read first tine 01/ 14/97. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Rel ating to the jurisdiction of district and superior courts
over real property; adding a new section to chapter 59.18 RCW and
creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature declares that nultiple
and sonetinmes inconsistent landlord-tenant laws result in unfair
determnations in both district and superior courts of this state
resulting in the denial of due process.

(2) I'n order to provide for uniformfairness and due process in the
application of state law, it is the intent of the |egislature that
| ocal political subdivisions and courts of the state apply the state’s
real property laws in a uniformmanner in order to ensure due process
for all residents of the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 59.18 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The state of Washington hereby fully occupies and preenpts the
entire field of |andl ord-tenant regul ation within the boundaries of the
state. Local laws that are inconsistent with, nore restrictive than,
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or exceed the requirenents of state law shall not be enacted and are
preenpt ed and repeal ed, regardl ess of the nature of the code, charter,
or hone rule status of the city, town, county, or other nunicipality.

Affirmative defenses to an unl awful detai ner action that change t he
duties of a landlord or tenant that are inconsistent with, nore
restrictive than, or exceed the requirenents of state | aw shall not be
enact ed and are preenpted and repeal ed, regardl ess of the nature of the
code, charter, or honme rule status of the city, town, county, or other
muni ci pality.

~-- END ---
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