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SENATE BI LL 5069

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators M Caslin and Haugen

Read first tine 01/14/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to the powers of initiative and referendumw thin
counties that are not honme rule charter counties; and adding new
sections to chapter 36.01 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 36.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The voters of each county may exercise wthin the county the powers
of initiative and referendum as provided in sections 1 through 3 of
this act. The powers of initiative and referendum as provided in
sections 1 through 3 of this act may not be used to alter or avoid
duties mandated by state | aw or state agency rule.

Sections 1 through 3 of this act do not apply in any county with
charter provisions concerning initiative and referendum

Sections 1 through 3 of this act may not be construed to affect
speci al local referendum procedures provided in state | aw.

The county legislative authority shall by ordi nance establish the
form of the initiative and referendum petitions and establish
procedures for the circulation and signing of petitions.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 36.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Except as limted by section 1 of this act and this section,
any ordi nance or anendnment to an ordi nance may be proposed by filing
with the county auditor an initiative petition. No ordinance enacted
as aresult of initiative may be anended or repealed within two years
after enactnent except as a result of a subsequent initiative or
referendum or by a unaninmous vote of the entire nenbership of the
county | egislative authority.

(2) Ordinances providing for the conpensati on or working conditions
of county enpl oyees, redistricting of commssioner districts,
aut hori zation or repeal of any appropriation of noney or any portion of
t he annual budget, and authorization or repeal of taxes or fees, shal
not be subject to the initiative.

(3)(a) Any registered voter of the county nmay file an initiative
proposal with the county auditor, who within five working days after
filing shall confer with the petitioner to review the proposal as to
formand style and transmt a copy of the proposal to the prosecuting
att orney. The county auditor shall give the proposed initiative a
nunber, which shall thereafter be the identifying nunber for the
measur e.

(b) The <county prosecuting attorney shall confer wth the
petitioner to review the |egal aspects of the proposal. Wthin ten
wor king days of receipt of the proposal, the county prosecuting
attorney shall conpose a concise statenent, posed as a positive
guestion, not to exceed twenty-five words, which shall express and give
a true and inpartial statement of the purpose of the initiative
proposal. Such concise statenent shall be the ballot title.

(c) The petitioner then has ninety days after the ballot title has
been conposed to coll ect the signatures of the registered voters of the
county equal in nunber to not |ess than ei ghteen percent of the nunber
of votes cast in the county for the office of governor at the |ast
gubernatorial election. Each petition shall contain the full text of
t he proposed neasure and the ballot title.

(d) The county auditor shall verify the sufficiency of the
signatures on the petition, and if it is validated, submt the
initiative proposal to the people at the next general or special
election that is not less than one hundred twenty days after the
subm ssion of the petitions for signature verification, unless the
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county legislative authority enacts the proposal wthout change or
amendnent. |f the proposal is enacted w thout change or anendnent, the
proposal is subject to referendum

(e) If the county | egislative authority does not adopt the proposed
measure and adopts a substitute neasure concerning the sanme subject
matter, the substitute proposal shall be placed on the sane ballot with
the initiative proposal; the voters shall be given the choice of
accepting either or rejecting both and then be given the choice of
accepting one and rejecting the other. If a majority of the voters
voting on the first issue is for accepting either, then the neasure
receiving the mapjority of the votes cast on the second issue shall be
deened approved. If a mpjority of those voting on the first issue is
for rejecting both, then neither nmeasure shall be approved regardl ess
of the vote on the second issue.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 36.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The legislative authority of each county by ordi nance may refer
any proposed or enacted ordinance to the voters for their approval or
rejection at a general or special election. If a proposed ordinance is
approved by a majority voting on the issue, it shall becone effective
ten days after the results of the election are certified unless a later
date is specified in the ordinance. | f an enacted ordinance is not
approved by a mpjority voting on the issue, it shall cease to be
effective ten days after the results of the election are certified
unl ess the ordinance referring the enacted ordinance to the voters
specified a | ater date.

(2)(a) Areferendumnmay be ordered on any ordi nance or part thereof
enacted by the county legislative authority except as follows:
Emer gency or di nances and ordi nances or portions of ordi nances providi ng
for the conpensation or working conditions of county enployees,
aut hori zing or repealing any appropriations of noney or any portion of
t he annual budget, and authorizing or repealing taxes or fees, shal
not be subject to referendum Upon validation of a referendum
petition, the ordinance or part thereof shall be ineffective pending
t he outconme of the referendumprocedure. A referendumpetition against
one or nore sections of any ordinance shall delay only those sections
fromtaking effect.
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(b)(i) Any registered voter of the county may file a referendum
proposal agai nst any enacted ordinance, or portion thereof, with the
county auditor within fifteen days after the ordi nance i s passed by the
county | egislative authority.

(i) Wthin five working days after filing the county auditor shal
confer with the petitioner to review the proposal as to formand style
and transmt a copy of the proposal to the prosecuting attorney. The
county auditor shall give the referendum proposal a nunber, which
thereafter shall be the identifying nunber for the neasure. The county
prosecuting attorney shall within ten working days of receipt of the
proposal conpose a conci se statenent, posed as a positive question, not
to exceed twenty-five words, which shall express and give a true and
inpartial statenent of the referendumproposal. Such concise statenent
shall be the ballot title.

(1i1) The petitioner then has sixty days after the ballot title has
been conposed to coll ect the signatures of the registered voters of the
county equal in nunber to not less than fifteen percent of the nunber
of votes cast in the county for the office of governor at the |ast
gubernatorial election. Each petition shall contain the full text of
t he proposed neasure and the ballot title.

(iv) The county auditor shall verify the sufficiency of the
signatures on the petition, and if it is validated, submt the
ref erendum proposal to the people at the next general or specia
el ection that is not |less than ninety days after the subm ssion of the
petitions for signature verification.

~-- END ---
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