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SENATE BI LL 5023

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Swecker, Wnsley, Snyder, Goings, Franklin and Rasnussen

Read first tine 01/13/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Oper ati ons.

AN ACT Relating to deferral of property taxes by senior citizens
and disabled persons; anending RCW 84.38.020; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 84.38.020 and 1996 c 230 s 1614 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Unless a different meaning is plainly required by the context, the
foll owi ng words and phrases as hereinafter used in this chapter shal
have the foll ow ng neani ngs:

(1) "daimant” nmeans a person who either elects or is required
under RCW84. 64. 050 to defer paynent of the special assessnents and/or
real property taxes accrued on the claimant’s residence by filing a
declaration to defer as provided by this chapter.

When two or nore individuals of a household file or seek to file a
declaration to defer, they may determ ne between them as to who the
cl ai mant shal |l be.

(2) "Departnent"” neans the state departnent of revenue.

(3) "Equity val ue" neans the anount by which the fair market val ue
of a residence as determned fromthe records of the county assessor
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exceeds the total anpbunt of any liens or other obligations against the

property.
(4) "Local governnent" nmeans a city, town, county, sewer district,
water district, public utility district, port district, irrigation

district, flood control district, or any other nunicipal corporation,
quasi - nmuni ci pal corporation, or other political subdivision authorized
to |l evy special assessnents.

(5) "Local inprovenent district” neans a local inprovenent
district, utility local inprovenent district, local utility district,
road inprovenent district, or a simlar unit created by a |ocal
governnent for the purpose of |evying special assessnents against real
property specially benefited by inprovenents relating to such
districts.

(6) "Real property taxes" neans ad val oremproperty taxes | evied on
a residence in this state in the precedi ng cal endar year.

((65))) (7). "Residence" has the neaning given in RCW 84. 36. 383,
except that a residence includes any additional property up to a total
of five acres that conprises the residential parcel if this |arger
parcel size is required under |and use regul ations.

((€66))) (8) "Special assessnent" neans ((the—eharge—or—oblgation

8609 —and—8+03 RCOW-and—any—oether—+elevant—ehapter)) an assessnent

levied in a local inprovenent district or otherwi se |levied by a | ocal
governnent to pay for all or part of the costs of a |ocal inprovenent
and that may be levied only for the special benefits to be realized by
real property because of a |ocal inprovenent.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. This act is effective for taxes levied in
1997 for collection in 1998 and thereafter.

~-- END ---
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