HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 98-4744, by Representative Lisk

BE IT RESOLVED, That the House of Representatives establishes
the followng policy guidelines applicable to publications of the
House of Representatives:

1. DEFINITIONS. For these purposes, "publications” include all
communi cations with a person or entity other than the House of
Representatives, its nmenbers and enployees, nmade in witing, by
facsiml e, by video or audio recording or electronically.
"Publications"” include, but are not limted to letters, newsletters,
press rel eases, brochures, web pages, newsnet and usenet postings,
vi deos, audio recordings, neeting announcenents, reports, speech
notes, and tal king points.

2. CONTENT RESTRICTIONS. All publications produced at public
expense by the House of Representatives, nust conply with the
foll ow ng content restrictions:

A. TONE AND TENOR. Al'l publications nust use | anguage that, in
tone and tenor, is respectful of other legislators and the
| egi sl ative process. Language is not permtted in publications that
woul d be unacceptable if expressed in floor debate. Full and open
debate of | egislative issues necessarily involves criticismof views.
Publ i cati ons may contain | anguage criticizing neasures and attacking
argunents, but may not include |anguage attacking those who hold
those views or make those argunents. Language in publications may
not include harsh expressions about other nenbers, nust avoid
personalities, and may not inpute or inpugn notives. See House Rule
16(H) and Reeds Parlianentary Rules, Rule 212.

B. RELEVANCY. Al publications nust be relevant to the
process, activities, issues, business, or duties that are part of the
normal and regular conduct of the House and its nenbers. The
followng rules are intended to gui de deci sions regardi ng rel evancy:

(1) Publications on legislation and |egislative issues. (a)
Publications related to |l egislation and | egislative issues intended
for distribution during a session nmust be focused toward specific
| egi sl ati on pendi ng before the current session.

(b) Publications related to |egislation and |egislative issues
i ntended for distribution when the | egislature is not in session nust
be focused toward legislation fromthe i nmedi ately precedi ng session
or issues anticipated for the next session.

(c) Research publications, commonly referred to as "white
papers" or "issue research,” are not subject to these restrictions as
long as the publication is objective and relevant to providing
obj ective informati on on public policy issues.

(2) References to elections that directly or indirectly inply
desired or expected future election results, or reflect on the
inplications of past election results other than ballot neasure
results, are prohibited. References to election results that are not
rel evant to |l egislation or |egislative issues in accordance with this
section are prohibited. References to ballot neasure el ections that
violate the opinions and decisions of the Legislative Ethics Board
and RCW 42.52.180 are prohibited.

(3) Slogans. Slogans that pronote individual l|egislators are
not permtted.

(4) Publications of a personal nature. Publications of a
personal nature are not permtted, except in accordance with opinions




and decisions of the Legislative Ethics Board.

C. GENERAL COMPLI ANCE. Al publications nust conply wth
opinions of the Legislative Ethics Board, Standards of Conduct
Regardi ng Use of Public Facilities, and such policies and guidelines
for House of Representatives publications found in the House
Procedures and CGui delines for Publications and Mailings and as nay be
adopted by the House Executive Rules Committee, including but not
l[imted to format and materials restrictions, and restrictions on the
use of photographs.

3. CAUCUS MAI LI NG AND PUBLI CATI ON RESTRI CTI ONS. Q her than
routine office correspondence, caucus publications prepared for
distribution to the general public are not permtted.

4. COSTS. Costs of all publications by nenbers will be charged
to the production, printing, and postage al | owances set in accordance
with RCW 42.52.185(4) by the House Procedures and Cuidelines for
Publ i cati ons and Maili ngs.

~-- END ---



