HOUSE RESOLUTION NO.  98-4730, by Representatives Conway,
Parl ette and Cody

WHEREAS, There is a clear need in the United States for the
early identification of hearing inpairnment in infants and young
chil dren; and

WHEREAS, Approximately one of every one thousand children is
born deaf and many nore with significant, yet |ess severe, degrees of
heari ng i npairnent; and

VWHEREAS, Reduced hearing acuity during infancy and early
chil dhood interferes with the developnent of speech and verbal
| anguage skills and can have harnful effects on social, enotional,
cognitive, and academ c devel opnent as well as a person’s vocati onal
and econom c potential; and

WHEREAS, There is general agreenent that hearing inpairnent
shoul d be recognized as early as possible, so that the renediation
process can take full advantage of the plasticity of the devel oping
sensory systens and so that the child can enjoy normal soci al
devel opnent ; and

WHEREAS, Leading health care professionals now reconmend that
uni versal screening be inplenented for all infants within the first
three nonths of life as an inportant adjunct to child health care;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, That the House of
Representatives recognize the inportance and need for universal
hearing tests for all infants within the first three nonths; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this resolution be
imrediately transmtted by the Chief Cerk of the House of
Representatives to Secretary of the Departnent of Heal t h,
Adm nistrator of the Health Care Authority, Assistant Secretary of
Medi cal Assi stance, | nsurance Comm ssioner, nmenbers of the Washi ngton
State Board of Health, National Institute on Deafness and O her
Communi cation Disorders, and the National Institute of Child Health
and Human Devel opnent.
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