HOUSE RESOLUTION NO.  98-4686, by Representatives Mtchell,
Carl son, Cooper, Keiser, Kastama, Mson, Regala, Tokuda, Doumt,
Qual I, Gonbosky, K. Schm dt, Bal |l asi otes, Radcliff, Robertson, Costa,
Huf f, Tal cott and Hanki ns

VWHEREAS, Athletics is one of the nost effective ways for girls
and wonen in the United States to develop | eadership skills, self-
discipline, initiative, and confidence; and

WHEREAS, Sports and fitness activity contribute to enotional and
physi cal well-being and increased self-esteem and devel op strong
bodi es; and

VWHEREAS, The conmunication and cooperation skills |earned
through athletic experience play a key role in the contributions of
athletes to the hone, to the workplace, and to society; and

VWHEREAS, Early notor skills training and enjoyabl e experiences
of physical activity strongly influence |ife-l1ong habits of physical
fitness; and

VWHEREAS, The bonds built anmong wonen through athletics help
break down the social barriers of racismand prejudice; and

WHEREAS, Although the history of wonmen in sports is rich and
| ong, there has been little national recognition of the significance
of the athletic achievenents of wonen; and

WHEREAS, The state of Washi ngton has been a | eader in the fight
for gender equity in athletics by passing legislation nmaking it
illegal to discrimnate against girls’ and wonen’s sports; and

VWHEREAS, The state of WAshi ngton has produced such w nni ng wonen
athletes as Aynpic skier Debbie Arnstrong, ice skater Rosalynn
Sumers, track star Doris Heritage, sw mer Mary Wayte, synchronized
swi nmer Traci e Rui z- Conforto, marat hon runner Li sa Wi denbach, soccer
pl ayer Shannon Hi ggi ns, boxer Dallas Mlloy, and rower Karen Kraft,
whose spirit, talent, and acconplishnments distinguished them from
others and were a source of inspiration and pride to all of us; and

VWHEREAS, Wonen’'s sports are beginning to receive state and
national attention through professional sports teanms such as the
Seattle Reign in the American Basketball League; and

VWHEREAS, There is still a large gap between nen’s and wonen’s
prof essi onal sports teans, as well as sal aries and endorsenents; and

VWHEREAS, The nunber of wonen in the |eadership positions of
coaches, officials, and adm ni strators has declined drastically over
the past decade, and there is a need to restore wonen to these
positions to ensure fair representation of the abilities of wonen and
to provide role nodels for young fenmale athletes; and

WHEREAS, Historically, wonen athletic coaches, officials, and
adm ni strators have not received the sane recognition as their male
counterparts, and wonen in sports are still fighting an uphill battle
for acceptance and striving to receive equal conpensation for
excelling in their field; and

WHEREAS, At hletic opportunities for mal e high school and col | ege
students remain significantly greater than athletic opportunities for
femal e students; and

VWHEREAS, The nunber of funded research projects focusing on the
specific needs of wonen athletes is limted, and the information
provi ded by the projects is inperative to the health and perfornmance
of future wonen athl etes;



NOW THEREFORE, BE |T RESOLVED, That February 6, 1998, be
desi gnated as Washington State Grls and Whnen in Sports Day.

~-- END ---



