HOUSE RESOLUTI ON NO. 97-4626, by Representative MMrris

WHEREAS, Washi ngton State has rich and di verse forest resources;
and

VWHEREAS, There are 21.5 mllion acres of public and private
forest lands in this state; and

VWHEREAS, Washington forests supply many goods and services
i ncluding water, fish, wildlife, recreation, tinber, forage, and open
space; and

VWHEREAS, The regul ation and i nportance of forest practices and
their effect on the environnment and quality of soil in Washington
State are increasingly conplex; and

WHEREAS, There is increasing demand for tinber from private
noni ndustrial | andowners; and

WHEREAS, An i ncreasi ng nunber of individuals hold thensel ves out
as experts in forest managenent practices as the avail able supply of
harvestable tinber dimnishes and the value of forest products
i ncreases; and

VWHEREAS, There currently are no neans of providing reliable
information to private | andowners about the traini ng and expertise of
persons representing thensel ves as consulting foresters; and

VWHEREAS, | ndividuals w thout adequate training and experience
can cause significant damage to the forests of our state by
recommendi ng unproven or unsound forest nanagenent practices;

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED, That the House of
Represent ati ves Comrerce and Labor Comm ttee and Natural Resources
Commi ttee conduct an interimreviewto determ ne appropriate nethods
for devel oping consistent and reliable information about consulting
foresters, and for publication and distribution of such information
to the public; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the chairs of the House of
Representati ves Comrerce and Labor Comm ttee and Natural Resources
Comm ttee consult with interested conmttee menbers and direct the
wor k of appropriate staff to determ ne the scope and outcone of this
review and report to the legislature prior to the 1998 regul ar
session of the legislature; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That advi ce and counsel shoul d be sought
from representatives of the Association of Consulting Foresters
Washi ngton Farm Forestry Associ ation; Society of American Foresters;
and Washi ngton Forest Protection Association to make the best use of
information currently avail able; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That a copy of this resolution be
imredi ately transmtted by the Chief Cerk of the House of
Representatives to the Association of Consulting Foresters, the
Washi ngton Farm Forestry Association, the Society of Anmerican
Foresters, and the Washi ngton Forest Protection Associ ation.



