HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 97-4609, by Representatives Veloria,
Kei ser, Cole, Cody, Wlfe, Hatfield, Dunshee and Lantz

VWHEREAS, The rights of wonen to equality and privacy are
protected by the Constitution and | aws of the state of Washi ngton and
the United States; and

WHEREAS, Legal abortion is an essential nedical service and key
conponent of wonen’s health care; and

VWHEREAS, Thousands of wonen died or were seriously injured each
year fromthe effects of illegal or self-induced abortion before its
| egal i zation; and

VWHEREAS, The United States Suprene Court decision, Roe v. WAde,
| egal i zed abortion on January 22, 1973, and recogni zed safe abortion
as critical to the lives, rights, and health of wonen; and

WHEREAS, Vi ol ence against providers and restrictions against
abortion endangers the lives of wonen and nmen and has continued to
erode access to abortion; and

WHEREAS, Safe, | egal, and accessi bl e abortion services are still
under attack, especially for wonen with | ate-term pregnanci es, wonen
of color, wonen who speak English as a second |anguage or do not
speak English at all, poor wonen, rural wonmen, and m nor wonen; and

WHEREAS, Physi ci ans who performabortions nmust be abl e to choose
the safest and nost appropriate procedure for a particular wonan’s
heal th and | ength of pregnancy w thout governnental intrusioninto a
medi cal deci sion; and

VWHEREAS, M nor wonen should always be encouraged to include
their parents in any decision-making process regardi ng pregnancy,
childbirth, and abortion, but as famly comunication cannot be
| egi sl ated, m nor wonen should not be forced by the state to do so;
and

VWHEREAS, The anti-choice forces are attenpting to restrict
wonen’s rights to privacy, equality, and liberty by seeking to ban
certain |ate-termabortions, as well as by denying the right to safe
abortion for m nor wonen; and

WHEREAS, Safe and |legal abortion is critical for wonen of
Washi ngton state to be full and equal participants in our society;
and

WHEREAS, The constitutional right to abortion as enbodied in Roe
v. Wade recogni zes wonen’s rights to exercise reproductive choice,
saves wonen’s |ives, and strengthens famlies; and

VWHEREAS, Wiet her and when to continue a pregnancy nust renmain a
matter of personal and private choice for all wonen regardl ess of
resi dence, age, race, religion, or incone; and

WHEREAS, The uni que significance of the 24th anni versary of Roe
v. Wade in the lives of all of the wonen of Washi ngton state cannot
be overesti mat ed;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, That the Washi ngton State House
of Representatives declare January 22nd to be "Roe v. Wade in
Washi ngton State" Day.



