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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1888

Passed Legislature - 1997 Regul ar Session
AS AMENDED BY THE SENATE
State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Trade & Economc Developnent (originally
sponsored by Representatives Van Luven, Veloria, Dunn, MDonald,
Al exander, Ballasiotes, Sheldon, Morris, Mason, Kastama, Wnsnan,
Wl f e, Doum t, Hatfield, Thonpson, Butler, Chandler, Kessl er,
Di ckerson, Constantine, Ogden, Conway, Costa, Cole and O Brien)

Read first tinme 03/03/97.

AN ACT Relating to the executive-legislative task forces on
i nternational trade and touri smpronotion and devel opnent; creati ng new
sections; and providing expiration dates.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that internationa
trade is vital to the econony of the state of Washington. The state of
Washington is the fifth |argest exporting state in the United States,
after California, Texas, New York, and M chi gan respectively.

The legislature further finds that this state’ s international
busi ness rel ati onshi ps are conprised of four interrel ated categori es:

Two-way and three-way trade, investnent, education, and tourism I n
1994, Washington’s two-way trade totaled $75.4 billion, with exports at
$32.3 billion of the total. In 1992, investors from twenty foreign

countries owned approximately two hundred seventy-five businesses in
the state of Washington, enploying an estimted twenty-five thousand

three hundred fifty-five persons state-w de. In 1994, approximtely
two mllion three hundred thousand international travelers visited the
state of Washington. It is nowestimted that one in five jobs in the

state of WAashington is related to international trade.
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The legislature further finds t hat i nt ernati onal trade
opportunities are substantial in both established markets |ike Japan,
Tai wan, Canada, Mexico, and the European Union, and new, grow ng
markets |ike China, Southeast Asia, South Africa, Spain, and the
Russi an Far East.

The |l egislature further finds that there is a need to evaluate the
state’s role in the pronotion of international trade and tourism A
uni que partnership between the public and private sector can attract
i ncreased tourismand international trade opportunities and encourage
investnment in the state of Wshi ngton.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) There is created the executive-
| egislative task force on international trade to consist of twenty-
t hree nmenbers.

(a) The task force shall consist of the follow ng nenbers:

(1) The governor, who shall serve as chair;

(1i) The chair of the commttee on trade and econom c devel opnent
of the house of representatives and a nmenber of the senate sel ected by
and fromthe three nenbers appointed by the president of the senate,
who shall serve as vice-chairs;

(ti1) Two representatives from the house of representatives,
appoi nted by the speaker of the house, one fromeach political party;

(iv) Three nmenbers fromthe senate, appointed by the president of
the senate, at |east one fromeach political party;

(v) The secretary of state;

(vi) Four representatives of businesses involved in international
trade, one representative shall be froma business with less than fifty
enpl oyees, one representative shall be from businesses with |ess than
five hundred enployees, and two representatives shall be from
busi nesses with nore than five hundred enpl oyees;

(vii) Two representatives of organized |abor, one representative
each from manufacturing and maritine industries;

(viii) Two representatives of public ports, one representative
shall be froma port that is |ocated east of the crest of the Cascade
nount ai ns;

(1x) Two representatives of | ocal econom ¢ devel opnent
organi zati ons, one representative shall be froman organi zation that is
| ocat ed east of the crest of the Cascade nountains;
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(x) Two representatives fromcities with a popul ation of at |east
one hundred seventy-five thousand and that have a public port; and

(xi) One representative at | arge.

(b) The follow ng two nenbers shall serve as ex officio, nonvoting
menbers:

(1) The director of the departnment of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnment; and

(i) The director of the Wshington state departnent of
agricul ture.

(2) The governor shall appoint all nonlegislative nenbers to the
executive-legislative task force on international trade. The
nonl egi sl ative menbers of the executive-legislative task force on
international trade shall serve w thout conpensation, but shall be
reinbursed for travel expenses as provided in RCW 43.03.050 and
43. 03. 060. Legislative nenbers of the executive-legislative task force
on international trade shall be reinbursed for travel expenses as
provi ded in RCW 44. 04. 120.

(3) The executive-legislative task force on international trade
shall neet regularly and may appoint technical advisory conmttees,
whi ch may include nenbers of the executive-legislative task force on
international trade, as needed to address specific i ssues and concerns.

(4) The departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent,
in conjunction with the Washi ngton state departnent of agriculture and
the legislature, shall supply such information and assistance as is
deened necessary for the executive-legislative task force on
international trade to carry out its duties under section 3 of this
act .

(5) The office of the governor and the |egislature shall provide
admnistrative and clerical assistance to the executive-|egislative
task force on international trade.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 3. The executive-legislative task force on
i nternational trade shall

(1) Review existing state prograns and incentives designed to
encourage international trade and donestic trade opportunities;

(2) Review the existing state organizational structure for
international trade and trade-related functions;

(3) Review international trade pronotion prograns, organizational
structures, and efforts in selected states and countri es;
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(4) Make recommendations on the state’'s international trade and
trade-rel ated functions including, but not limted to:

(a) The role of the state in pronoting international trade;

(b) The appropriate organizational structure of the state's
international trade and trade-rel ated prograns and incentives;

(c) The role of governnent and the private sector in pronoting
i nternational trade;

(d) The role of the state’s foreign trade offices in international
trade;

(e) The role of the legislature in international trade;

(f) The need for a conprehensive and coordinated state
international trade policy; and

(g) Oher issues the task force deens appropriate; and

(5) Prepare and submit to the governor and the appropriate policy
commttees of the house of representatives and the senate, by January
30, 1998, areport detailingits findings and reconmendati ons regardi ng
speci fic prograns, organi zational, | egislative, and fundi ng i ssues, and
any ot her reconmmendations it deens appropriate.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 4. The executive-legislative task force on
international trade may receive gifts, grants, or endowents from
public and private sources that are nade fromtine to tinme, in trust or
ot herwi se, for the use and benefit of the purposes of the executive-
| egislative task force on international trade and spend gifts, grants,
or endowrents or incone fromthe public or private sources according to
their terns, unless the receipt of the gifts, grants, or endowrents
viol ates RCW 42.17. 710.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The legislature finds that:

(1) The attraction of visitors to this state can enhance the
econom ¢ wel | -being of our citizens by increasing the jobs and incone
derived fromcomerce with tourists traveling in the state.

(2) The state has valuable natural beauty, man-nmade, and scenic
attractions, and the pronotion of these attractions by cooperative
efforts between the public and private sectors can significantly
contribute to economc growh and enploynent opportunities.
Cooper ati on between the public and private sectors requires a nmechani sm
to coordinate the variety of efforts ained at pronoting and devel opi ng
tourismin our state.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A task force to the legislature on tourism

pronotion and marketing is hereby created. The task force shal
consi st of nine nenbers fromthe private sector, four nenbers fromthe
public sector, and three ex officio nenbers. The private sector

menbers shall represent the Washington state hotel/npotel association,
t he Washi ngton state restaurant associ ati on, the Washi ngton associ ati on
of convention and visitor bureaus, the Washington festivals and events
associ ation, the association of Wshington business, the Washington
retail council, the Wshington public ports association, and the
Washi ngt on chanber of commrerce executives. The governor shall appoint
the private sector nenbers from recomendati ons made by each of the
associations to be represented. Consideration shall be given so as to
mai ntai n a state-w de bal ance of representatives appointed. The public
menbers nust include two nmenbers fromthe house of representatives and
two nenbers from the senate. The public nenbers nust be chosen
respectively by the |ieutenant governor and t he speaker of the house of
representatives. The director of the tourismdevel opnent division, or
the director’s designee, the director of the state parks and recreation
comm ssion, or the director’s designee, and a representative of the
attorney general’s office shall sit as ex officio nenbers of the task
force.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. (1) The task force may by mpjority vote
establish working groups to focus on specific issues in the tourism
i ndustry.

(2) The task force shall by mjority vote prescribe rules of
procedure for itself and its working groups that are consistent with
this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. The task force or its working groups are
aut hori zed to study tourismpronotion and rel ated i ssues and prepare,
for legislative and executive consideration, a conprehensive proposal
for the establishment of a private comm ssion to market Washi ngton
state and its tourism advantages. The proposal mnust include, but is
not limted to:

(1) An evaluation of existing state |aws, policies, and prograns
that pronote or affect state tourism marketing;
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(2) The level of state interdepartnental cooperation needed to
ensure an effective and coordi nated continuing tourism programw thin
the state agenci es;

(3) Aclear determ nation of the econom c inpact to the state of an
aggressive, continuous state-w de tourism marketing program

(4) Recommendations from public and private sector organizations
concerning the establishing of a legislatively established state-w de
tourismcomm ssion, its structure, its nmenbership, and its objectives;

(5) A specific proposal and plan for the funding from private
sources of an acceptabl e working budget for the conmm ssion;

(6) The procedure for the established commssion to develop a
state-w de marketing plan that addresses all areas of the state and t he
state’s relationship to the comm ssion, to other states, and to ot her
nati ons.

The task force shall study the roles and responsibilities of the
public and private sector and nake recommendations for the roles
responsibilities, and interrelationship between the tourism division
and the private conmm ssion.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 9. The departnent of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent shall provide the task force with the necessary
staff support.

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 10. Menbers of the task force shall serve
wi t hout additional conpensation, but nust be reinbursed for their
travel expenses, in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 44.04. 120,
incurred while attending sessions of the task force or neetings of
wor ki ng groups, engaged on other task force business authorized by the
task force, or going to and com ng fromtask force neetings.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 11. All expenses of the task force, including
sal ari es and expenses of enpl oyees, nmust be paid upon voucher fornms as
provided by the auditor and signed by the chairperson or vice-
chai rperson of the task force and attested by the secretary of the task
force. The authority of the chairperson and secretary to sign vouchers
continues until their successors are selected after each ensuing
session of the |legislature. Vouchers may be drawn on funds
appropriated generally by the Ilegislature or wupon any special
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appropriation that is provided by the legislature for the expenses of
the task force, or both.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 12. The task force shall cooperate, act, and
function with |l egislative conmmttees, executive agencies, and private
organi zations within the tourismindustry.

The task force shall report to the |l egislature by January 31, 1998,
outlining its findings and recommendati ons.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 13. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 14. Sections 1 through 4 of this act expire
March 1, 1998. Sections 5 through 13 of this act expire June 30, 1998.

~-- END ---
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