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HOUSE JO NT RESCOLUTI ON 4208

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Wnsman, B. Thomas, H. Sommers, Talcott, Cole,
Regal a, Constantine, Ballasiotes, Radcliff, D. Schmdt, Carlson,
Cl ements, Dyer, Bush, Johnson, Cairnes, Quall, Morris, Keiser,
Linville, Sterk, Dunn, Bl alock, Hatfield, D ckerson, Conway, Thonpson,
Scott, Wod, O Brien, Backlund, Cooke, Costa, Ogden, Cody, Kessler
Kenney, Cooper and Gardner

Read first tinme 01/31/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEAQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anmendnment to
Article VI1, section 2 of the Constitution of the state of Wshi ngton
to read as foll ows:

Article VII, section 2. Except as hereinafter provided and
not wi t hst andi ng any ot her provision of this Constitution, the aggregate
of all tax |evies upon real and personal property by the state and al
taxing districts now existing or hereafter created, shall not in any
year exceed one ((per—eentun)) percent of the true and fair val ue of
such property in noney: Provided, however, That nothing herein shal
prevent levies at the rates now provided by |law by or for any port or
public utility district. The term"taxing district" for the purposes
of this section shall nean any political subdivision, nunicipal
corporation, district, or other governnental agency authorized by |aw
to levy, or have levied for it, ad valorem taxes on property, other
than a port or public utility district. Such aggregate |[imtation or
any specific limtation inposed by law in conformty therewith may be
exceeded only as foll ows:
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(a) By any taxing district when specifically authorized so to do by
a mjority of at least three-fifths of the ((eleetoers—thereof)) voters
of the taxing district voting on the proposition to |evy such
additional tax submtted not nore than twelve nonths prior to the date
on which the proposed levy is to be nmade and not oftener than twice in
such twelve nonth period, either at a special election or at the
regul ar el ection of such taxing district, at which el ection the nunber
of ((persens)) voters voting "yes" on the proposition shall constitute
three-fifths of a nunber equal to forty ((per—eenturr)) percent of the
total ((wetes—east)) nunber of voters voting in such taxing district at
the |l ast preceding general election when the nunber of ((eleetors))
voters voting on the proposition does not exceed forty ((per—eentun))
percent of the total ((wvetes—east)) nunber of voters voting in such
taxing district in the l|ast preceding general election; or by a
majority of at |least three-fifths of the ((eleetoersthereef)) voters of
the taxing district voting on the proposition to | evy when the nunber
of ((eleeters)) voters voting on the proposition exceeds forty
((pereentun)) percent of the ((tetal—veotes—east)) nunber of voters
voting in such taxing district in the | ast precedi ng general election:
Provi ded, That notw t hstanding any other provi sion of this
Constitution, any proposition pursuant to this subsection to |evy
additional tax for the support of the common schools may provide such
support for a ((twe—year)) period of up to four years and any
proposition to levy an additional tax to support the construction,
noder ni zation, or renodelling of school facilities may provide such
support for a period not exceeding siXx years;

(b) By any taxing district otherwi se authorized by |law to issue
general obligation bonds for capital purposes, for the sol e purpose of
making the required paynents of principal and interest on genera
obligation bonds issued solely for capital purposes, other than the
repl acenent of equipnment, when authorized so to do by mpjority of at
| east three-fifths of the ((eleeters—thereof)) voters of the taxing
district voting on the proposition to issue such bonds and to pay the
principal and interest thereon by ((anr)) annual tax ((+ewy)) levies in
excess of the limtation herein provided during the termof such bonds,
submtted not oftener than twice in any cal endar year, at an el ection
held in the manner provided by |law for bond el ections in such taxing
district, at which election the total nunber of ((persens)) voters
voting on the proposition shall constitute not |less than forty ((per
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eentuw)) percent of the total nunber of ((wetes—east)) voters voting in
such taxing district at the |last preceding general election:
Provi ded, That any such taxing district shall have the right by vote of
its governing body to refund any general obligation bonds of said
district issued for capital purposes only, and to provide for the
i nterest thereon and anortization thereof by annual |evies in excess of
the tax limtation provided for herein, And provided further, That the
provisions of this section shall also be subject to the limtations
contained in Article VIIl, Section 6, of this Constitution;

(c) By the state or any taxing district ((ferthepurpoese—of—paytng

Peeenber—6,—21934—0+)) for the purpose of preventing the inpairnent of
the obligation of a contract when ordered so to do by a court of | ast
resort.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every |egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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