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HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON 4207

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives McMrris, Sunp, Schoesler, Milliken, Koster, Boldt,
Smth, Melke, Sterk, Pennington, Sherstad and Dunn

Read first time 01/29/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEAQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anmendnment to
Article XXII of the Constitution of the state of Washington by
repealing section 1 in its entirety; and an anendnent to Article II,
sections 2, 6, and 15 of the Constitution of the state of Washington to
read as foll ows:

Article 11, section 2. The house of representatives shall be
conposed of not Iless than sixty-three nor nore than ninety-nine
menbers. The nunber of senators shall ((net—bererethan—one—halfnoer

tess—than—eone-third—of—the—nunber—of—rmenrbers—of—the—house—of
. . I ‘ L eais el | e
rerbers—ofthehouseof representatives—andthirty—fivesenatoers)) be

equal to the nunber of counties.

Article Il, section 6. After the first election the senators shal
be elected by ((sthrgle—distriets—of—convenient—and—econtiguous
) | I ) L I I -
I : ) ) I I I - I
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. ' . hall | vided i I : . :
senatoer+al—dist+iet)) county with one senator for each county. They

shall be elected for the termof four years, one-half of their nunber
retiring every two years. The ((senaterial—distriets)) counties shal
be ((nurbered—conseecutively)) divided by lot as nearly evenly as

possible into twd groups, and the senators chosen at the first el ection
( ( had— . C i . Con | " I i . )
after the effective date of this anendnent, in one group shall go out
of office at the end of the ((#H+st)) second year; and the
senators((;)) elected in the ((evearnurbered—distriets;)) other group
shall go out of office at the end of the ((t+hi+d)) fourth year.

Article Il, section 15. Such vacancies as may occur in either
house of the legislature or in any partisan county elective office
shall be filled by appoi ntnment by the board of county conm ssioners of
the county in which the vacancy occurs: Provided, That the person
appointed to fill the vacancy nust be from the sane |egislative
district, county or county comm ssioner district and the sane political
party as the legislator or partisan county elective officer whose
of fi ce has been vacated, and shall be one of three persons who shall be
nom nat ed by the county central commttee of that party, and in case a
majority of ((satd)) the county comm ssioners do not agree upon the
appoi ntnment within sixty days after the vacancy occurs, the governor
shall within thirty days thereafter, and from the list of nom nees
provided for ((herein)) in this section, appoint a person who shall be
from the sane legislative district, county, or county conm ssioner
district and of the sane political party as the | egislator or partisan
county elective officer whose office has been vacated, and the person
so appoi nted shall hold office until his or her successor is elected at
t he next general election, and shall have qualified: Provided, That in
case of a vacancy occurring in the office of ((jetnt—senator—or
jetnt)) representative froma district including territory from nore
than one county, the vacancy shall be filled froma list of three
nom nees sel ected by the state central commttee, by appoi ntment by the
joint action of the boards of county conm ssioners of the counties
conposi ng the ((jetnt—senatoerial—oer—foint)) representative district,
the person appointed to fill the vacancy nust be from the sane
| egi slative district and of the sanme political party as the | egislator
whose of fice has been vacated, and in case a majority of ((satd)) the
county comm ssioners do not agree upon the appointnment within sixty
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days after the vacancy occurs, the governor shall within thirty days
thereafter, and fromthe |list of nom nees provided for ((herern)) in
this section, appoint a person who shall be fromthe sane |egislative
district and of the sane political party as the | egi sl ator whose office
has been vacat ed.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every |egal
newspaper in the state.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That this amendnent is a single anendnent
within the neaning of Article XXIIl, section 1 of the state
Consti tution.

The |l egi slature finds that the changes contained in this anmendnent
constitute a single integrated plan for electing senators by county.
If this anendnent is held to be separate anendnents, this joint
resolution is void in its entirety and is of no further force and
effect.

~-- END ---
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