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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTI ON 4206

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conm ttee on Governnment Adm nistration (originally sponsored
by Representatives Chandler, Linville, Sunp, L. Thomas, Schoesler,
Reans, Appelw ck, McMrris, Veloria, Thonpson, Kessler and Milliken)

Read first tine 02/ 24/ 97.

BE | T RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
STATE OF WASHI NGTON, | N LEGQ SLATI VE SESSI ON ASSEMBLED:

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state the
secretary of state shall submt to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an anendnment to
Article I, section 11 of the Constitution of the state of Washington to
read as foll ows:

Article |, section 11. Absol ute freedom of conscience in all
matters of religious sentinent, belief and worshi p, shall be guaranteed
to every individual, and no one shall be nolested or disturbed in
person or property on account of religion; but the |Iliberty of
consci ence hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts
of licentiousness or justify practices inconsistent wth the peace and
safety of the state. No public noney or property shall be appropriated
for or applied to any religious wrship, exercise or instruction, or
the support of any religious establishnent: Provided, however, That
this article shall not be so construed as to forbid: (1) The
enpl oynent by the state of a chaplain for such of the state custodi al,
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correctional, and nental institutions, or by a county’'s or public
hospital district’s hospital, health care facility, or hospice, as in
the discretion of the legislature may seem justified; _or (2) the

enpl oynent by the state or a county, city, town, or special district of
a chaplain for law enforcenent agencies, fire suppression agencies

energency nedical response agencies, or coroner or nedical exam ner
offices, as in the discretion of the legislature may seem justified.
No religious qualification shall be required for any public office or
enpl oynent, nor shall any person be inconpetent as a witness or juror,
i n consequence of his opinion on matters of religion, nor be questioned
in any court of justice touching his religious belief to affect the
wei ght of his testinony.

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause
notice of this constitutional anendnent to be published at |east four
times during the four weeks next preceding the election in every |egal
newspaper in the state.

~-- END ---
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