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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4037

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Dyer, Cody, Backlund, Skinner, Conway, Parlette
Wbod, Zellinsky, Anderson, Chopp, Kessler and O Brien

Read first tine 01/ 30/98. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

TO THE HONORABLE W LLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER CF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, The state of Washington and other states have initiated
litigation agai nst the tobacco i ndustry seeking injunctive relief along
with the recovery of penalties and damages for the alleged illega
conduct of the industry. Cdains include the recovery of danmages for
violation of consuner protection and antitrust laws, for comon | aw
conspiracy, and for expenditure of public funds for health care
services; and

WHEREAS, The tobacco industry has agreed to a proposed gl oba
settlenment of the states’ litigation which includes the recovery by
states of substantial damages. The proposed settlenent has been
referred to congress for inplenentation; and

VWHEREAS, Since the states have initiated litigation and settl enment
of legal clainms for violation of a nunber of state |aws, they should
recover their full neasure of danmages in the proposed settlenment
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w thout any offset or wthholding by the federal governnent.
Specifically, the Federal Departnent of Health and Human Servi ces does
not and shoul d not have a claimto any portion of the funds recei ved by
the states as damages, based on receipt by the states of federal funds
for Medicaid costs;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that congress
enact |egislation which would specify that no portion of the funds
received by the states as part of the global settlenent or any other
resol ution of tobacco litigation be withheld, offset, or clained by the
federal governnent, the Departnent of Heal th and Human Servi ces, or any
ot her federal agency.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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