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St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Buck, Schoesler, Pennington, Honeyford, Carrell,
Radcliff, Benson, D. Schm dt, Koster and Sunp

Read first time 01/14/98. Referred to Comm ttee on Natural Resources.

TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the House of Representatives and the Senate
of the State of Wshington, in legislative session assenbled,
respectfully represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, The United Nations has pronoted a Biosphere Program
t hroughout the world; and

VWHEREAS, The United Nations Cultural, Educational, and Scientific
Organi zati on, UNESCO, has created a worl dwi de system of three hundred
twenty-ei ght Bi osphere Reserves in eighty-two nations; and

VWHEREAS, Forty-seven United Nations-desi gnated Bi osphere Reserves
are within the sovereign borders of the United States, and one United
Nat i ons- desi gnat ed Bi osphere Reserve is within the State of Washi ngt on;
and

VWHEREAS, Neither the WAashington State Legi sl ature nor the Congress
of the United States has considered, debated, or approved such
desi gnations; and

WHEREAS, The A ynpic National Park has already been designated as
a Bi osphere Reserve; and
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VWHEREAS, None of the current area included within the Bi osphere
Programin the State of Washi ngton has been included at the request of
or with the consent of the Washington State Legislature; and

WHEREAS, The Washington State Legi sl ature does not believe that a
request fromthe National Park Service should be adequate to nom nate
land in the State of Washi ngton as a Bi osphere Reserve;

NOW THEREFORE, The Washington State Legislature is unalterably
opposed to the inclusion of any land within the borders of the state
within the purview of the Biodiversity Treaty or any biodiversity
program w thout the express consent of the Wshington State
Legi slature, as provided by the United States Constitution and the
Washi ngton State Constitution.

BE IT RESCLVED, That the Washington State Legislature urge the
menbers of the Congress of the United States, and especially the
Washi ngton del egation to the Congress of the United States, to oppose
inclusion of any land within the State of WAashi ngton in any Bi osphere
Program of the United Nations wthout the express consent of the
Washi ngton State Legislature in the formof enacted | egislation; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That copies of this Menorial be inmmediately
transmtted to the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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