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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4023

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Sterk, Johnson, Cole, Hickel, Keiser, Talcott,
Smth, Sunp, Milliken, Delvin, Quall, Koster, Linville, Robertson,
D. Schm dt, Cooke, Cairnes and Thonpson

Read first tine 4/16/97. Referred to Commttee on Rul es.

TO THE HONORABLE W LLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, Congress is currently considering the reauthorization of
I ndividuals with Disabilities Education Act (H R 3268 and S. 1578);
and

VWHEREAS, W, the Washington State Legislature, recognize our
responsibility to ensure a safe and orderly | earni ng environnment in our
state’s public schools; and

VWHEREAS, Federal statute with respect to discipline of students
with disabilities has created terrible inequities in admnistering
school discipline; and

WHEREAS, Much of our ability to positively inpact the |earning
environment with respect to special needs students and discipline is
dictated by federal statute; and
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WHEREAS, Washi ngton’ s school s t horoughly enbrace the inclusion and
| east-restrictive, free and appropriate public education for all
students and we heartily concur;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the United
St at es Congress anend and reaut horize the I ndividuals wwth Disabilities
Education Act taking into consideration the follow ng issues:

(1) Correction of the inequity of discipline between regular and
speci al needs students;

(2) Financial support to school districts for costs associated with
the high cost prograns and placenent required in neeting federal
requirenents;

(3) Policy and fiscal support for the devel opnent of state-w de and
regi onal onbudsman progranms to reduce incidence of, and need for,
excessive litigation;

(4) Federal support for staff training in working with the
increasing diversity and severity of student behavioral problens; and

(5) Increased federal funding to augnent state efforts at creation
of alternative prograns for disruptive, dysfunctional students.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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