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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4022

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Lanbert, Sheahan, Koster, D. Sonmers, Milliken and
Thonpson

Read first tine 04/08/97. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

TO THE HONORABLE W LLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, inlegislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

WHEREAS, Separation of powers is fundanental to the United States
Constitution and the power of the federal governnent is strictly
limted; and

WHEREAS, Under the United States Constitution, the states are to
determ ne public policy; and

WHEREAS, It is the duty of the judiciary to interpret the | aw, not
to create law, and

WHEREAS, Qur present federal governnent has strayed fromthe intent
of our founding fathers and the United States Constitution through
i nappropriate federal nmandates; and

VWHEREAS, These mandates by way of statute, rule, or judicial
decision have forced state governnents to serve as the nere
admnistrative armof the federal governnent; and
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VWHEREAS, Federal district courts, with the acquiescence of the
United States Suprene Court, continue to order states to levy or
increase taxes to conply with federal mandates; and

WHEREAS, These court actions violate the United States Constitution
and the | egislative process; and

VWHEREAS, The tine has conme for the people of this great nation and
their duly elected representatives in state governnent, toreaffirm in
no uncertain ternms that the authority to tax under the Constitution of
the United States is retained by the people who, by their consent
al one, do del egate such power to tax explicitly to those duly el ected
representatives in the legislative branch of government who they
choose, such representatives being directly responsi bl e and account abl e
to those who have el ected them and

WHEREAS, Several states have petitioned the United States Congress
to propose an anendnent to the Constitution of the United States of
Anmerica; and

VWHEREAS, The anmendnent was previously introduced in Congress; and

WHEREAS, The anendnent seeks to prevent federal courts fromlevying
or increasing taxes without representation of the people and agai nst
t he people’s w shes;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that:

(1) The Congress of the United States prepare and submt to the
several states an amendnent to the Constitution of the United States to
add a new article providing as foll ows:

"Nei ther the Suprenme Court nor any inferior court of the United
States shall have the power to instruct or order a state or a political
subdi vision thereof, or an official of such a state or political
subdivision, to levy or increase taxes",;

(2) This application constitutes a continuing application in
accordance with Article V of the Constitution of the United States; and

(3) The Legislature of the State of Washi ngton al so proposes that
the legislatures of each of the several states conprising the United
States that have not yet nmade simlar requests apply to the United
St at es Congress requesti ng enactnent of an appropri ate anmendnent to t he
United States Constitution, and apply to the United States Congress to
propose such an anmendnent to the United States Constitution; and

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
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1 of the House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe
2 State of Washi ngton.

~-- END ---
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